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Editorial

Dear Readers,

GlSﬁin!|7LuJ3élc‘AM|

By the time you hold this magazine in your hands inshAllah, you would have read, heard, discussed, ad
nauseam, about Coronavirus / Covid-19. It might seem like old news now, but at the time of writing of
this piece, the dreaded virus is all the rage.

It may seem that there might not be anything substantial to add to the innumerable useful and mostly
useless discussions on it, but this pandemic can be viewed from many different angles.

For one, Allah’s &2 Might and Qudrat-e-Kaamila has become as clear for doubters as the shining sun:
a microscopic virus, wreaking havoc on the technologies, economies and sensibilities of the entire world
— a civilization dreaming of colonizing Mars, is helpless in properly burying its dead!

Secondly, our generation, specifically those born in the late 70s to 90s, have been fortunate enough
not to have gone through major traumatic incidents, the likes of which were experienced by our
forefathers and those much before them. For example, our elder generation went through the pain and
turmoil of partition, and after that, the wars of 1948, 1965 and 1971 between Pakistan and India; where
life came to a standstill. Before that, humanity as a whole suffered two devastating World Wars and also
the 1918 Spanish Flu, in which an estimated 50 million people lost their lives. Way before that, in history,
we read about the Black Death / Pestilence, better known as the Great Bubonic Plague, a pandemic that
killed up to an estimated 200 Million people.

We have heard and read about all this. But we never experienced any such thing first-hand. Not us.

What a difference the existence of something so tiny, spotted naught but through an electron
microscope, can make! How something we can’t see with our eyes, feel with our hands, can holistically
puncture the hubris of humans; where life comes to a complete halt; where a generation boasting of its
connectivity is forced to be locked behind doors.

Allah B2 , the Almighty, the All-Powerful makes evident His Omnipotence in different ways!
This brings us to our Cover Story, which talks about the concept of ‘God’ in Islam.

In contrast to other religions, in which basic beliefs hinge on abstract, confusing ideas (e.g. the notion
of “Trinity” in Christianity), our concept of the One and Only Supreme Deity &2 is absolutely lucid and
clear. In Surah Ikhlas Allah &2 Himself tells us about His uniqueness and Wahdaniyat is only one out of
the incalculable traits of our Lord &2 ; He's Merciful, Kind, Just, Omnipotent and very importantly, our
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Friend — so that we can rely completely on Him in times of trouble or strife, we can share with Him in
total privacy and we can pray to Him as our first and final recourse.

The writer thus very aptly opens her article with the words: “To have the correct concept of God gives
a person an immense feeling of fulfillment and satisfaction”. That is indeed the case, Alhamdulillahilazi
ja'alana min al Muslimeen.

A section which we featured hitherto and readers found quite captivating, where we included snippets
of travelogues, is being revived inshAllah this issue onwards. Turn to Dunya Meray Aagay to read about
Mufti Tagi Usmani Sb’s /s interesting trip to Turkey.

“If the life of this world is an illusion, the period of greatest illusion occurs during youth”. So says Mr.
Khalid Baig, (the esteemed writer whose work is regularly featured in Action Alerts), and we couldn’t
agree more: the know-all, do-all attitude in youth has its definite pitfalls. Traversing the snares without
getting entrapped cannot be possible without Divine guidance.

An interesting concept that one is reminded of by reading about youth and its intrinsic issues is that of
the overconfidence of the novice. We see it happening all around us: the slightest of knowledge we
gain about something, tidbits of technical terms we gather from listening or reading, we instantly feel
transformed into experts. This indeed is a dangerous attitude, especially in religious education, as
without humility, one cannot really ‘gain’ knowledge; humbleness in fact is a prerequisite of attaining
beneficial understanding of anything.

And now since the entire world has been completely humbled by a mere virus, it is undoubtedly time
for deep introspection and earnest, continuous prayers.

May Allah &2 rid the Ummah of all that is painful, and may the tribulations faced by humanity be a
wake-up call for everyone, and an instant catalyst of Ruju illAllah for Muslims, Ameen, for only then will
the ordeal be a source of virtue for us in the Hereafter, rather than an indication of Allah’s & wrath.

Wassalam,
Zawjah Farid
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Surah Al Maida

Translation with Arabic Text

The .
Meanings of the

Quran

By Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani ¥
8% palaz 3315 55035 wif o laiall 15z 153l Gl 40 dzg
Allah has promised those who believe and do good deeds: For them there is forgiveness and a great reward. [9]
41 ) el Glieial 2Tyl Galily 153385 15558 Gl
Those who disbelieve and deny Our signs - they are the people of the Fire. [10]
Al 1985150 il CaS3 sl 1801 1oka 2 o 238 4 3] R&iTe Al G 193851 193aT Gl LA G
)19 Sshadll K5als ot Jes

O you who believe, remember Allah’s favour upon you, when some people planned to lay their hands on you,
and He kept their hands away from you."Fear Allah; and in Allah the believers should place their trust. [11]
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Al Quran
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Allah has made the Children of Israel take a pledge. We appomted twelve chiefs from among them. Allah
said, | am surely with you. If you establish Salah, and pay Zakah, and believe in My Messengers, and hold
them in reverence, and advance to Allah a goodly loan,™ | shall certainly write off your evil deeds, and | shall
certainly admit you into Gardens beneath which rivers flow. So, whoever from you disbelieves after that has
lost the straight path. [12]
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So, because they broke their pledge, We cursed them and made their hearts hardened. They change
words from their places, and they have overlooked a good deal of the Advice they were given. Every now
and then you come across a certain treachery from all of them, except a few. So, forgive them and forego.
Indeed, Allah loves those who are good in deeds. [13]
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And from those who say, .We are Christians,. We took a pledge. So, they have overlooked a good deal of the
Advice they were given. So, We had them stuck with enmity and malice among them right through the Day of
Doom, and (then) Allah will tell them what they were doing [14]
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O people of the Book, there has come to you Our Messenger disclosing to you much of what you have

been concealing of the Book, while He overlooks much. There has come to you, from Allah, a Light and a
clear Book; [15]

1) i b ) fpatics 43 o5 ) clallal 58 i s w5 i 0500, 381 00 A1 4, g
with it Allah guides those who follow His pleasure to the pathways of peace, and brings them out, by His
will, from the depths of darkness into the light, and guides them to a straight path. [16]
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Certainly, infidels are those who say, .God is the MasiH, son of Maryam (Jesus son of Mary).. Say, .Who then
has the power to do anything against Allah, if He wills to eliminate the Masih son of Maryam and his mother
and all those on earth?. Unto Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and what lies
between them. He creates what He wills. Allah is powerful over everything. [17]

Re-awakening to the ideals of a Blessed Life | |mntellect
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The Jews and the Christians say, .We are the sons of Allah and His favourites.. Say, .Why then would He
punish you for your sins? In fact, you are just human, among those He has created. He forgives whom He

wills and punishes whom He wills.. Unto Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and
what lies between them, and unto Him is the return. [18]

i o$ela 18055 145 e e L 161585 o (L2811 52 5518 e w80 B8 gy w8315 13 LGSTI (al g
08 ot 5 K U s
O people of the Book, Our Messenger has come to you making things clear to you after a gap between '

Messengers, lest you were to say, .There has not come to us a bearer of good news, and a warner.. So, now
there has come to you a bearer of good news, and a warner. Allah is powerful over everything. [19]
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(Recall) when Musa said to his people, .O my people, remember the blessing of Allah upon you when He

made prophets from among you, made you kings and gave you what He did not give to anyone in the
worlds. [20]
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O my people, enter the Holy Land 7 which Allah has destined for you, and do not turn back, lest you
should turn losers.. [21]
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They said, .O Musa, there is a nation of tyrants over there, and we shall never enter it until they get out of
it. If they do get out of it, we are ready to go in.. [22]
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Said two men from among the God-fearing, on whom Allah had bestowed His favour, ®.Enter the gate
(charging) upon them. Once you have entered it, you will be the ones who will prevail. In Allah you must
place your trust, if you are believers.. [23]

§YEY Godeld ala B) Yolad 255 Eal Lb3lhuled 15313 5135 (1535 o1 ) (5usd 515015
They said, .O Musa, we shall never enter it, in any case, so long as they are there. So go, you and your Lord,
and fight. As for us, we are sitting right here.. [24]

40 inauwlall 23801 G55 il Byalhu 515 oudi ¥) HLTY ) 25 16

He said, .O my Lord, | have no control except over myself and my brother. ¥ So, make a distinction
between us and the sinning people.. [25]

|mntellect | Re-awakening to the ideals of a Blessed Life




Al Quran

Explanation

14) This refers to all those events in which the infidels conspired against the Holy Prophet and the Muslims
to do away with them, but Allah Taala frustrated their plans. Many events of this sort are recorded by
history.

15) Advancing a loan to Allah is a term frequently used by the Holy Quran for any spending in charity, if it
is meant to gain Allah's pleasure. The word loan is used because its return is ensured by Allah in the
Hereafter.

16)This is a reference to the period between Isa and the Holy Prophet Muhammad in which no prophet was
sent by Allah.

17) The reference here is to Syria and Palestine that were occupied by Amalekites, and after Pharaoh was
drowned, the Israelites were directed to liberate those lands from them.

18) These two men, according to most exegetes, were Ylsha spelt in the Bible as Joshua, and Kalib, spelt
in the Bible as Caleb, the two chiefs of the Israelites.

19) That is, HarGin The distinction prayed for by Mlsa means that both groups should be treated differently,
each one according to his deeds.

e S ASEs
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Contemptuous
Disregards.

World

By Maulana Manzoor Naumanizis

In the Tradition concerning Rigag which we are
now going to discuss, the holy Prophet#; has
expressed contempt for the material world and
laid stress on its worthlessness in the sight of
Allah as compared to the Hereafter. The
attachment to worldly interest has become so
strong these days and the problem of material
advancement has assumed such proportions
that even the Muslims do not easily digest the
rejection of the world as inferior. Things have
come to such a point that some of those who
are regarded as Muslim leaders or theologians
feel no hesitation in dismissing all talk about the
futility and nothingness of worldly success and
material well-being as monasticism and
ill-conceived mysticism [Tasawwuf], and when
their attention is drawn to the relevant sayings
of the Prophetf they challenge their veracity in
the manner of the deniers of the Traditions. We,
as such, propose to examine the question in
some detail in the light of the Qur'an before
proceeding with the Traditions. May Allah help us.

The World And The Hereafter

(i) As the world we live in is a reality, so, also, is the
Hereafter. There can be no two opinions about

@lihltellect | Re-awakening to the ideals of a Blessed Life

it. If we do not see it, or have a physical
sensation of it, in the present existence, the
material world, too, was not visible to us when
we were in the wombs of our mothers. Then,
just as on coming into this world we saw the
earth and the sky and millions of the other
things we could not have dreamt of in our
mother’s womb, when we will die and pass on to
the next world we will also discover Heaven and
Hell. All the things have been revealed through
the Divine Messengers and the holy Scriptures.
In short, the Hereafter is as much real as the
present existence on earth, and we will find that
out on dying. We have full faith in that.

(i) About the existing world we are certain that it
is transitory. It is bound to perish one day
along with all that is contained in it. On the
other hand, the Hereafter is everlasting. On
reaching there, man, too, will be endowed
with eternity. The life that will be granted to
him in the next world will be endless. In the
same manner, the boons and favours
conferred on worthy bondsmen in the future
existence will also be unending. Or as the
Qur'an has put it:




Al Hadith

A gift unfailing. [Hud 11: 108].

Similarly, the punishment of those who will
incur the wrath of the Lord due to apostasy,
intransigence or evil doing will, also, be without
end, as it has been said at various places in the
Qur'an:

They will reside there forever. (Al-Jinn 72:23)

And they will not emerge from the Fire.
(Al-Bagarah 2:167)

It taketh not complete effect upon them so that
they can die, nor is its torment lightened for
them. [Fatir 35:36].

We, again, place our reliance on the revelations
made by the Divine Messengers and in the
Scriptures about the joys and comforts of the
Hereafter that they are immeasurably superior
to those of this world. The real pleasures and
blessings are, in truth, of the Hereafter. No
pleasant conditions of earthly life can bear
comparison with them. Likewise, the pain and
suffering of the present world is nothing in
contrast with the torment of Hell. All these
things, obviously, demand that man’s activities
were directed wholly towards the life to come
and the attachment to this world was restricted
only to what was essential and unavoidable.

(iii) But since the world is surrounding us all the
time and the Hereafter is hidden from our eyes
even those of us who believe in these truths
are, generally, swayed by material aims and
interests. It is an inherent weakness with us.
Our thinking in this regard is like that of the
children who remain engrossed in toys and
games and find the educational pursuits that
are intended to make them successful in the
life tiresome and uninteresting. Their parents
try to interest them in the serious pursuits that
they may succeed in life and become
honourable persons.

(iv) Through the Prophets raised up by Allah and
the Scriptures revealed by Him, the endeavour
has always been made to remove this failing
and to make clear the position of the

Hereafter vis-a-vis the present world, but man
has continued to behave like a child.

But you prefer the life of the world although the
Hereafter is better and more lasting. Lo! This is
in the former scrolls, the books of Ibrahim and
Musa. (Al-Ala 87:16-19")

(v) The Qur’an being the last message to be sent
down by Allah, emphasizes the importance of
the Hereafter and the immateriality of this
world with utmost force and clarity. For
instance it says:

Say [ unto them, O Muhammad |: The comfort of
this world is scant; the Hereafter will be better
for him who wardeth off evil; (Al-Nisaa 4:77)

Naught is the life of the world save a pastime
and a sport. Better far is the abode of the
Hereafter for those who keep their duty (to
Allah). Have ye then no sense? (Al-An’am 6:32)

Lo! This life of the world is but a passing
comfort, and Lo! The Hereafter, that is the
enduring home. (Al-Mu’min 40:39)

And in the Hereafter there is grievous
punishment  [for the rebels and the
transgressors], and (also) forgiveness from Allah
and His good pleasure [for those who are loyal
and do good], whereas the life of the world is
but a matter of illusion. (Al-Hadid 57:20)

(vi) Among the few points on which special
stress has been laid by the Divine Prophets
and holy Scriptures, one is that the material
world should be regarded as utterly worthless.
One must not get unnecessarily involved in it
nor make it the end and purpose of his hopes
and aspirations but believing in the Hereafter
to be his real abode and keeping in mind the
preference it enjoys over the present world,
allow the solicitude for success in future
existence to prevail over all worldly cares and
considerations. An essential condition of
felicity in the Hereafter, therefore, is that this
world is looked down upon as base,
contemptible and valueless, the heart is set on
life after death, and the cry of his heart and

Re-awakening to the ideals of a Blessed Life | |mntellect@
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soul should be:

O my Allah! There is no joy other than the joy
of the Hereafter.

Hence, the sacred Prophet, also, taught it
through his sayings and sermons and inscribed
it on the hearts of the Believers by his own
conduct. The object of the Traditions we are
now going to discuss and in which the Prophet
&2 has dwelt upon the futility and worthlessness
of this world ought to be understood against
this background.

(vi) It needs, further, be remembered that the
material world that has been condemned in
these Traditions is that which is inimical to
felicity in the Hereafter. Otherwise active
engagement in worldly occupations and
pursuits of material gain and enjoyment which
is subordinate to earnest anxiety for the
Hereafter and does not offer a hindrance to
salvation is not only not undesirable but also a
stepping stone to Paradise.

Let us now read the following ahadith in this
light.

The Material World In Comparison To The
Hereafter

(165/25) It is related by Mustawrid ibn Shaddad
that he heard the messenger of Allah&k say: “By
Allah, “the likeness of this world as compared to
the Hereafter is that someone of you took out
his finger after dipping it into a river and then
saw how much water it has brought with itself.”
(Muslim)

Commentary: It shows that the existing world is
as insignificant before the world to come as the
water on the finger is as compared to the river in
which it is dipped. This is only a way of saying or
else the present world does not bear even as
much resemblance to the Hereafter. The world
and all that is in it is finite and ephemeral while
the Hereafter is infinite and eternal, and it is an
accepted principle of mathematics that the
finite and the ephemeral has nothing in
common with the infinite and everlasting. Such
being the case, one who strives to the utmost
for his worldly aims and interests but makes no
preparation for the life after death is nothing but
a loser.

If Only
We Knew...

Had Allah & lifted the veil for his slave and shown him how He handles his (servant's) affairs for him,
and how Allah &2 is more keen for the benefit of the slave than his own self, his heart would have
melted out of the love for Allah &2 and would have been torn to pieces out of thankfulness to
Allah B2 . Therefore, if the pains of this world tire you, do not grieve. For it may be that Allah &2
wishes to hear your voice by way of du'a. So pour out your desires in prostration and forget about it,

and know, that verily, Allah does not forget it.

- Attributed to Imam Ibn-al Qayyim 45

|mntellect | Re-awakening to the ideals of a Blessed Life
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Takbir al-Tashriq
in Detail

By Mawlana Nabeel Valli

The Meaning of the Takbirat of Tashriq
Takbir means “to proclaim the greatness of Allah.”

Tashriq literally means “to cut and dry strips of
meat in the sun.”[2] It was the practice of the
Arabs to preserve the Qurbani meat by drying it in
Mina in the days following Eid al-Adha.

In the usage of the Fugaha, Tashriq means “to

raise the voice in proclaiming the greatness of
Allah.”

Words of the Takbir
The words of the Takbir are:

AT Al 8T il ¥ ) Y ST bl 78T b

ezl ally
Transliteration: Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar, La llaha
Hallahu  Wallahu  Akbar Allahu Akbar Wa

Lillahi-al-Hamd.
Translation: Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the
Greatest. There is no deity worthy of worship but

Him. Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest.
And for Allah is all praises.

Status and Time of the Takbir

It is Wajib (necessary) to recite the Takbir once
immediately after the Fardh Salah[8] beginning
with the Fajr Salah on the ninth of Dhul-Hijjah and
ending with the Asr Salah on the [thirteenth] of
_.Dhul-Hljjah spanning over a total of 23 Salahs.

16 ﬁlt&llect | Re-awakening to the ideals of a Blessed Life

The Tone of the Takbir

The Takbir should be recited by males in a loud
voice. Females should recite softly.

If the Imam Does Not Recite the Takbir

The Takbir is equally Wajib on the Iméam and the
Mugtadi. If the Imam does not recite the Takbir,
then the Mugtadis should start reciting it. It is not
necessary to wait for the Imam to start reciting.

If the Imam walks away after the Salah without
reciting it, then too the Mugtadis should recite it.

If One Forgets to Recite the Takbir

If the Imam or Mugtadi forget to recite the Takbir,
then there are two scenarios to this:

1.After terminating Salah, if one has not
conversed with anyone nor has he left the
Masjid and he remembers that he has not
recited the Takbir, then he may recite the Takbir.

2.If he has conversed with somebody, or has left
the Masjid, then he may not recite the Takbir
upon remembering.

Note: The time for the Takbir is immediately after
the Fardh Salah. Any other action or deed after
the Fardh Salah will result in the expiry of the time
of Takbir.

Takbir of a Masbuq

If one misses a Rak’at or more behind the Imam
(i.e. he is a Masbug), then he will recite the Takbir
upon completion of his missed Rak’at. [17] If he
mistakenly happens to recite it with the Imam,
then his Salah will not be invalidated. He should
complete it as normal and thereafter recite the
Takbir again.

Is there Qada of the Takbir?
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If one performs Salah and E:Ioes.lnot
recite the Takbir, then there is no
Qada for him except in the
above-mentioned scenario.
However, if one misses the entire
Salah and later makes Qada of it,
there are four scenarios to this:

1.1f one misses any Salah of the
days of Tashrig and makes Qadha
of it within the days of Tashriq,
then he shall recite the Takbir
after the Salah.

2.If one makes Qadha of such a
Salah after the days of Tashrig,
then he shall not recite the Takbir.

3.1f one makes Qadha of such a
Salah in the days of Tashriq the
following year, then too he shall
not recite the Takbir.

4.1f one misses a Salah outside the
days of Tashrig and decides to
make Qadha in the days of
Tashrig, then he shall not recite
the Takbir.

When Will a Haji Recite the Takbir?

A Haji shall first recite the Takbir
al-Tashriq after Salah and thereafter
recite the Talbiyah. If he recites the
Talbiyah first, then he may not recite
the Takbir thereafter.

On the Way to the Eid Musalla

[t is Sunnah to recite the Takbir
audibly on the way to the Musalla
(Eid Gah) on Eid al-Adha. One may
recite Takbir till the commencement
of the Eid Salah. However, it is
preferable to stop once the lecture
commences and listen attentively to

it. " Rl

As for Eid al-Fitr, it is preferable
recite Takbir in a soft tone.

No Takbir after the Eid Salah

Takbir is Wajib only after the Fa
Salahs. It should not be recited a
the Eid Salah as it is a Wa
Salah.[24] However, if there is
general practice of reciting t
Takbir after Eid Salah in a certa
area, then there is nothing wrong
doing so.[25]

Takbir in the Khutbah

It is Sunnah to begin the first Kutba
with nine Takbirs, the seconad
Khutbah with seven Takbirs and
terminate the second Khutbah wit
fourteen Takbirs.

Courtesy: ilmgate.org
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Peaceful
Marital vir

By Maulana Abdus Sattar /%

Value Women

Before distancing yourself from her in
her ailment or disability in old age,
please bear in mind that ‘this is the same
woman who gave up her entire youth for
me; employed all her capabilities to
please me; put in her all for my kids’
guidance and training. So what if she has
become old, she is my wife after alll’
Thus, feelings of kindness and affection
would surface. The relationship won't
end, in fact, it will strengthen. A wife
should think the same way about her
husband: ‘he has sacrificed throughout
his youth for me, fulfilled all my needs.
Today, if he is old, goodwill demands
that | care for him’. Hence, in this manner
the relationship between a husband and
wife becomes an epitome of love and
kindness. But, all this is guided by some
principles, which, if adhered to, would
convert this bond into one of love and
kindness in old age.

Provide Complete Safety & Security

The first thing in this regard is that the
woman should feel fully secure at home;
all her valid needs should be fulfilled;
she should be satisfied that ‘this is my
home and my all’; her heart should say
that ‘I have found a place of refuge, a
place of comfort, a sanctuary’. She must

feel as much love and safety here, as she
did at her father's home.

Pay Attention to Your Wife

The second thing is that you must pay
attention to your life partner. Getting
attention is her natural right. If she has a
very nice mother-in-law, sister-in-law,
father-in-law at home but her husband
does not pay attention to her then such
a woman will never find contentment at
home. She didn’t move into this house
for anyone other than her husband. If he
doesn't pay attention to her, she will
never be at peace in her home. This is
her natural right, that she be paid full
attention. But, unfortunately, these days,
a husband would be paying other
women a lot of attention, meeting them
smilingly, spending hours sitting with
them; attending gatherings, but, he has
no time to please his wife; no spare time
to make her happy! She is waiting at
home for her husband to come and have
dinner with her, but, when he gets back,
his mood is off; he is tense due to the
adverse state of his business. So, he
comes home and goes straight off to
sleep. Now, how would this woman feel,
who sacrificed everything to move to his
house; her heart would surely ache. Such
behaviour destroys domestic life.


















































































































