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Editorial

Dear Readers,
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An elderly lady suffering from dementia kept repeating the same two or three phrases so frequently
that her offspring could not decide whether to just nod their heads, say nothing or to repeatedly
engage with her in the same conversation unendingly.

In our everyday lives, we routinely employ our power of speech to communicate but do not
consciously appreciate how we intrinsically put together letters to form words, and then weave
words into sentences, and that if the woven pattern goes into disarray, things become incoherent
and meanings are lost. We also do not apprehend the impact that our chosen words have on
others.

The Cover Story of this issue reiterates the worth of words, literally!

Tie the camel and then trust the Lord %2 is the rule of thumb for Muslims. Many a people
misunderstand the meaning of tawwakul and simply think it to mean giving up asbaab. So, if you
leave your car unlocked, park it with windows down and leave your cellphone in it on glaring
display — this is not tawwakul - in fact, it is carelessness. But when you adopt the means (lock the
car, don’t leave valuables behind etc.), then leaving it in the guardianship of Allah &2 - the Al-
Wakeel is surely tawwakul. Remember, the Holy Prophet#i# wore armour in war, guided the ill to
medication or atibba and made du’a.

We have more on trust in Allah @2 in our Action Alerts section. And there’s more in it on gratitude
too...

A murrabi once related to his audience the story of his sister complaining of a severe toothache.
When he reminded her of all her other functioning, pain-free body parts, she said - ‘you don’t
know what | am going through!’

He thus explained to his listeners how ungrateful human beings are in general: when everything
is rosy, there’s hardly any gratitude shown towards the Lord and there’s minimal realization of the
innumerable blessings being showered upon them without their even asking for them; come (the
slightest of) discomfort, and it’s all mayhem and doomsday.

A Muslim remains in advantage, whether in a state of shukar or a state of sabr. Just like thanking
Allah 2 must remain a preoccupation in good times, having the arsenal to tread through
tribulations is equally indispensable. How does one emerge unscathed from a really rough patch?
What to do when one holds on to faith in difficulty, but negative forces are bent upon making one'’s
hope dwindle? How to stay strong in the face of unsolicited hurt?

In Reflections and Marital Bliss, we are featuring pieces that reflect on positivity during adversity
and spell out ways to traverse through troubled waters.

In life there are instances where, despite trying hard repeatedly, we keep making the same mistakes
again and again. The righteous ulema say that even then, the one to plead with and make a true
friend is Allah #2 alone — admit to Him that 'l keep sinning, despite promising | won't, | can’t halt
without your taufeeq, so grant me the ability to confront and subdue my nafs’. This way, on the Day
of Judgment, we can at least tell Allah ¥2 that ‘I had requested You alone for granting me taufeeq,
| had given myself over into Your blessed hands...’

In Al-Hadith, the same is reiterated — concealing one’s neediness from the creation, and putting it
before the Creator.
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This beautiful supplication underlines the same - we plead with Allah ¥ to become our best
friend — one with whom innermost thoughts are shared; a friend who frequents one’s home like a
family member, and who is the only one implored in times of utmost need.

One Ramadan to another, one Zilhajj and Muharram to another — time is flying; in the blink of an
eye, the year is over. As hours turn to days, days to weeks and weeks to months, our life keeps
melting away like a block of ice exposed to heat. We have been endowed with intellect and guided
with Revelation; we have been gifted ‘time’; all that is asked of us is to spend it prudently. Is it too
much to ask for?

Wassalam,

Zawjah Farid
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The
Meanings of the

urdarl

By Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani@s

(The Cattle)
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With the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Very-Merciful
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Thereafter, when they forgot the advice they were given, We opened for them doors of everything, so
that when they became proud of what they were given, We seized them suddenly and they were left
in despair. [44]

Thus, the people who did wrong were uprooted to the Iast man; Pra|se be to AIIah, the Lord of the
worlds [45]
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Say, “Tell me, if Allah takes away your hearing and your sights and sets a seal on your hearts, which god
other than Allah can bring these back to you?” See how We put forth Our verses in various forms? Yet,
still they turn away. [46]
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Say, “Tell me if the punishment of Allah comes upon you whether suddenly or openly, shall any people
be destroyed except the unjust?” [47]
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We do not send the messengers but as bearers of good tidings and as warners. So, those who believe
and correct themselves, there will be no fear for them, nor shall they grieve, [48]
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whereas those who have rejected Our signs, torment shall afflict them, because they used to commit
sins [49]
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Say, "l do not say to you that | have the treasures of Allah, nor do | have the knowledge of the Unseen,

nor do | say to you that | am an angel. | only follow what is revealed to me.” Say, “Are the blind and the
seeing alike? Do you, then, not reflect?” [50]
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Warn, with it, those who have the fear of being gathered before their Lord, with no one other than Him
to support or to intercede. Maybe they become God-fearing. [51]
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Do not expel those who call out to their Lord morning and evening seeking His pleasure. '* You are not

responsible for anything in their account, and they are not responsible for anything in your account,
that you should expel them, and thus become one of the unjust. [52]
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Thus, We have tested some of them through others, so that they should say, “Are these the ones
among all of us whom Allah has chosen for His favour?” Yes, does Allah not know well who are the
grateful? [53]
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When those who believe in Our verses come to you, say to them, “Peace on you. Your Lord has
prescribed for Himself mercy, so that if anyone of you does an evil deed out of ignorance and mends
his ways, then (you will see that) He is Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful. [54]
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This is how We explain the verses in detail, so that the way of the guilty may become exposed. [55].
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Say, “l have been forbidden from worshipping those whom you invoke beside Allah.” Say, | do not

follow your desires, because if | were to do that, | would be going astray and would no more be of those
on the right path.” [56]
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Say, “l am on clear guidance from my Lord, and you have cried lies to it. That which you demand to be
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hastened is not up to me." The Decision belongs to none but Allah. He relates the Truth and He is the
best of all judges. [57]
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Say, “If what you demand to be hastened were up to me, the matter between me and you would have
been over. Allah well knows who the wrongdoers are. [58]
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With Him are the keys of the Unseen. No one knows them but He. He knows what is in the land and the

sea. No leaf ever falls but that He knows about it, and there is no grain in the dark layers of the earth,
or anything fresh or dry that is not recorded in a manifest book. [59]
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He is the One who recalls your souls by night, and knows what you do by day; then He makes you rise
up therein, so that a fixed term may be fulfilled. Thereafter, to Him are you to return; then He will tell

you what you have been doing. [60]
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He is Dominant over His slaves, and He sends guardians over you'® until when death comes upon one
of you, Our deputies take his soul in full, and they neglect nothing (from their duties). [61]
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Then all of them will be returned to Allah, there real Master. Behold, His is the judgement, and He is
the swiftest of those who take account. [62]
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Explanation

o @ oo

14) Some chiefs and affluent people of the Quraish told Abu Talib, the uncle of the Holy Prophet/Zi
that one of the reasons why they did not attend to the Holy Prophet‘wu was that many people
around him were either their slaves or men of a lower status in the society; if he were to expel
them from his company, they might go to him and listen to his message. This verse was revealed
on that occasion.

15) The unbeleivers used to demand that if the divine punishment is a reality, it should be brought
then and there. The verse refers to this demand of theirs.

16) That is, the angels who keep record of everyone's deeds, and protect people from different

calamities as well.
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(To be continued In sha Allah)
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Al-Hadith

“On Concealing

one’s Neediness

By Mawlana Manzoor Nomani 2%

Most Beloved of the Lord

(192/52) It is related by Imran ibn Husain that
the Messengerflif of Allah said: "Allah loves
His believing slave who is poor and has a family
to support and yet remains pious and right-
minded (and does not earn unlawfully or tell
anyone of his needs) (Ilbn Majah).

Commentary: One who keeps away from
wrongful and prohibited actions in poverty
and does not reveal his neediness to others is,
indeed, a very brave man and a dearly beloved
bondsman of the Lord.

Those who are caught in indigence and
destitution and yet spend their days in poverty
to seek succour and derive a lesson from these
tradtions of the Prophet/%i£, and remain patient
and contented at the life of want and privation
decreed for them by Allah, as He had preferred
for His loved one, the Prophet/Li#, the torments
of neediness and starvation would, really,
become a source of happiness and tranquility
for them.

Those who hide their Hunger
and Privation

(193/53) It is related by Abdullah ibn Abbas &%
that the Messenger of Allah i said: "Whoever
is hungry or has any other special need and
hides his hunger or need from others [i.e. does
not solicit alms by disclosing his indigence to
anyone], it is the responsibility of Allah, the All-
Powerful, to provide sustenance for him for a
year through a lawful means." (Baihaqi)

Commentary: The phrase, "the responsibility of
Allah", occurring in the above Tradition means
that the Lord, by His Grace, has made it His
usual practice, and anyone who puts it to test
with an unflinching faith in His Promise and
Beneficence will, Insha’Allah, see it materialise
with his own eyes.

Re-awakening to the ideals of a blessed life | |mntellect@



Vol 13/ Issue 2 / Apr-Jun 2023

/akat

By Mufti Ebrahim Desai 2%

Zakat on Income From Sale of Property

Q) | always calculated zakat on my total asset at

A)

the beginning of Ramadan every year. | paid
zakat even when the asset was in my possession
for less than a year. Keeping this in mind | have
this question: | acquired money after selling
off my house this year in March 2002. | will be
Insha’Allah buying another house soon. Do |
need to pay zakat on this money this Ramadan?
But, if | am not able to buy the house by March
(i.e. after one year of having the money) but am
able to buy it in, say June, then do | pay zakaat
and when?

As usual you have to pay zakat on the proceeds
of your house this Ramadan. And Allah Ta'ala
Knows Best

Zakat For Islamic Schools and Orphanages

Q) | used to give zakat to orphanage and

madarasas. Somebody told me that the
zakat money cannot be used to construct the
orphanage or madarasa building structure, and
can only be used for its operating costs, so you
should not give zakat to these organizations
if the zakat is being used for constructing the
orphanage or madarasa buildings. Please
explain this. Also, how would one know for
what purpose your zakat money was used by
these organizations and whether your zakat
was properly disbursed.

Zakat must be given to the poor and needy.
Zakat cannot be used directly for constructing
a madrassa or an orphanage.

You should give out your zakat personally
to the poor and needy who are eligible to
accept zakat. If you choose to give your zakat
to an organization make sure that there are
competent Ulama there who are well versed
in the laws of Zakat. You should not give your
zakat to an organization where there are no
reliable Ulama and the organization is not
well versed in the laws of zakat. If they did not
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discharge your zakat according to Shariah, your
zakat obligation will not be fulfilled. And Allah
Ta'ala Knows Best

Giving Zakat to Relief Organizations

Q) In the USA there are relief organizations which

collect zakat funds. They usually keep behind
10-12% of the zakat collected as an operating
expense. Is it valid to give zakat to such
organizations and fulfill your zakat obligations?

In principle, the prerequiste for discharging
zakaat is tamleek (making the needy owners of
the zakaat) (Hidaayah).

If a person hands over his zakat to the
organization and the zakat gets used in the
operating costs without making a needy person
the owner his/her zakat will not be considered
as discharged. Therefore, people should be
extremely cautious as to whom they hand over
their zakat. And Allah Ta'ala Knows Best.

Zakat on Rental Propery

Q) General understanding is Zakat is due on one's

asset (gold, property etc ). But | have received
a Zakat Calculator through email which states
that zakat is not applicable on property given
on rent irrespective of how much but zakat is
payable on the rental income. Is this correct?
Or what is the correct method of assessing
zakat on property given on rent. Please also
give source of reference (i.e. Hadith, Figh
reference )

Zakat is not payable on the actual property if it
was not acquired for resale. Zakat is only levied
on the income received. Your Zakat on the
income received will be calculated as follows:
Cash on hand-less current liabilities (like annual
bond repayments, rates, etc.) Zakat is payable
on the balance. You may not deduct expenses
which you think may fall due during the course
of the year - like maintenance, etc. And Allah
Ta'ala Knows Best.

Fatwa Forum
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Books for all

Edward NS

Orientalism

By Naeema Akrgg
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