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Poets’ Panorama

- He Guides...

Bint Akram _ Bint Akram

| lament my state )
The heart burns with desire,
Tears in my eyes accumulate. o
Perfection, it seeks,
The pain unbearable Dreams, it wishes to fulfill...
Trials unending It dreams of treading the path,
Constantly whisper- Walked by the people of Noor.
"Frailty, thy name is '‘Man"." Light they are,
Only when the thread of patience Noorun “ala noor,
\I R Is about to snap Light upon light, they become.
L Love, like a King, silently steps The heart that dreams,
The heart that wishes,
Onto the threshold of the broken heart
Is hitherto unaware,
With such intensity )
Of the reality of the path;
Vanquishing all frailty - The silence,
: . Preparing me for the test called Life. This sl vele,
The pain,
The breaking of the idol
called 'desire’,
All comes before the fire of Love makes
one a majnun,
And takes away the burden of
consciousness.
When the lover annihilates,
And only the Beloved remains,
Only then it is,
Light upon light.
Whosoever He wills,
He guides.
\_ J
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Islamic expressions are essentially different.
When we compare Islamic greetings to
non-Islamic greetings, we see a sea of difference
in what they mean and how they differ in their
effects on our hearts and lives. For instance, the
word “Hi or Hello” means nothing when
compared to Assalamualykum wa rahmatullahi
wa barakatuh [meaning May the peace, barakah,
and rahmah of Allah & be upon you!]. Similarly,
there are Islamic greetings for every occasion that
can mean a lot for and change our lives. The
reason being that Islamic greetings, unlike
non-Islamic ones, are not simply words but
‘prayers’ uttered to invoke the blessings of God.

So, when we consider the Islamic greetings or
expressions, we see that for every occasion these
greetings convey not only appropriate messages
but also maintain social ties, give divine
protection, are a way of thanking Allah &=
strengthen our belief in Him, remind us about His
omnipotent power and our reliance upon Him,
help us pray for our Muslim brethren, encourage
us to do good deeds only for Allah & , help us
also see that we are essentially servants of Allah
2 , and our relation to other human beings is
also through Him alone. Let me explain this with
some examples of Islamic greetings or
expressions. For instance, Fi amaan Allah [may
Allah B2 protect you!] is a du’a that gives divine
protection which is very different from just saying
‘good-bye’. Another is Alhamdulillahi ‘ala kulle
haal [Thanks to Allah &£ in all situations]. It is
usually said in reply to “How are you?” It
encapsulates so many meanings: it is a way of
thanking Allah &2 , a reminder for oneself and
the other that we are happy with what Allah &=
Has given us, that we rely upon Him for
everything and that what we are, is because of
His blessings and not due to our own
achievements. It is very different from saying ‘I'm
good’ (an expression that sounds very
self-oriented). Jazakumullahu Khairah [May Allah
2 give you the best reward for your deed] is a
greeting that can remind oneself and the other
not to please anyone else. It also reminds us that
favours are only from Allah &2 , and we human

beings are only a means. Plus, it reminds the doer
of the good deed that the return of good deeds
must be expected from Allah &2 alone, since one
does those for the pleasure of Allah B2 only.
Now if you compare its corresponding English
greeting “Thank you” to this Islamic greeting,
you can see how great the difference is. Even if
you say “Thanks a million” it makes no difference.
Further, if we compare “You're welcome” with its
corresponding Islamic greeting Wa iyyaakum, ana
shaytu rida Allahi La ehsaana lakum [Same upon
you, | did this good deed to please Allah &2 and
| did not do any ehsaan upon you]. Here also, we
see that it works also as a reminder that good
deeds are and should be done to seek the good
pleasure of Allah B only. These were only a few
examples to illustrate the point. However, one
must remember that it is important to say these
greetings with the intention and not to use these
unthinkingly as clichéd expressions. Moreover,
attention should also be paid to pronounce these
according to Arabic pronunciation, as incorrect
pronunciation can produce wrong meanings and
effects.

Apart from these benefits, using these Islamic
greetings or expressions in one’s everyday
communication can also bring one’s non-Muslim
brothers and sisters close to Islam. When others
listen to such greetings, they may try to find out
what these mean and may be inspired to realize
that Islam is essentially a religion of peace.

Finally, we, as Muslims, must realize that we have
lost our cultural values, our social and economic
stability, our world-wide recognition, and peace
not because of what the rest of the world did to
us, but because we stopped following what was
bestowed to us i.e. Islam, a religion that
Allah B2 termed as the best and perfectly
complete religion for the entire human race.
Using Islamic greetings may seem too small an
action compared to the actions we need to be
taking in order to rise from the fall, yet | think it is
of utmost importance for seeking barakah from
Allah B2 in our own and others’ lives! And may
Allah &2 guide us to be righteous and follow in
the footsteps of the Prophet &. Aameen
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