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Tens of thousands flee as 
Syrian regime makes Idlib 
push
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The Syrian regime, led by 
President Bashar al-Assad, 
has resumed airstrikes 
on rebel-held areas, such 
as Idlib province, where 
medical organizations 
say several hospitals and 
medical facilities have 
been hit over the past two 
weeks.

The officials said that 
around half of the civilian 
population of 2 million 
people in Idlib province 
had already been living 
in “extremely dire” 
circumstances before 
being forced to flee again 
in the winter cold.

“They are particularly 
vulnerable as they were 
displaced before, and 
they are fleeing into 
areas that are extremely 
packed -- full to capacity 
-- and struggling to cope 
particularly now with 
the weather,” one of the 
officials said.

Idlib province, which 
borders Turkey, is the 
largest remaining rebel-
held territory in Syria.

The Syrian regime has 
retaken control of much of 

the country in the past year 
with the help of Russian 
forces and has launched an 
offensive to seize Idlib, the 
only province that came 
under full rebel control in 
the near-seven-year war.

Idlib and other nearby 
rebel-held areas have 
been designated as 
“de-escalation zones” 
in a Russia-engineered 
agreement with Assad.

But violence has erupted 
in the province in recent 
weeks. Airstrikes by the 
regime and violence 
by rebels there are in 
violation of a truce put 
forward by Russia and 
agreed to by Assad.

News:  Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Friday blasted the United 
States and Israel for their 
meddling in the internal 
affairs of Pakistan and 
Iran.

The same intervention was 
also seen in countries like 
Iraq, Syria, Libya, Tunisia, 
Sudan and Chad, Erdogan 
told the press in Istanbul 
before leaving for France 
for a visit.

“Look, all these countries 
are Islamic countries 
and their peoples are all 
Muslims,” he said.

Since protests broke out 
across Iran last week, US 
President Donald Trump 
has voiced his support for 
the demonstrators, while 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
praised them for taking 
to the streets to protest 
against the government.

In addition, Trump has 
lashed out at Pakistan for 
not rendering enough help 
to Washington to hunt 
down Afghan terrorists.

In his remarks in Istanbul, 
Erdogan also urged 
Washington to reconsider 
“its sense of justice” 
as a Turkish banker was 
convicted in a US court 
for helping Iran evade 
sanctions.

“If this is the US 
understanding of justice, 
then the world is doomed,” 
said the Turkish leader.

Erdogan claimed that the 
United States has been 
operating a process that 
includes “a serious chain 
of plots” against Ankara.

“Not only in law but also in 
economy as well,” he said, 
warning that bilateral 
legal accords with the 
United States were “losing 
validity.”

B a i t u s s a l a m 
Olympiad’2018, the biggest 
inter-school academic and 
sports competition in the 
country, begins today. 
Allhamdullilah.  As this 
news update is being typed, 
the opening ceremony 
is being attended by 
hundreds of students from 
70 schools from across 
Karachi , including Jamia 
Baitussalam Talagang. 

Excitement levels are 
high, adrenaline pumping, 
competitive spirits on as 
the participants compete 

in the coming two weeks 
in academic and non-
academic activities. 
From soccer, to Qirat 
competition, composition 
writing to badminton, 
table tennis,  naat 
recitation, these are just 
a few of the activities 
planned for the coming 
days.

An interesting addition to 
the list events this year is 
Paint Ball! To keep yourself 
updated on the events and 
results you can follow the 

event at their facebook 
page and watch some of 
the events live as well.

A big shout out to 
t h e  B a i t u s s a l a m 
Olympiad’2018 team for 
the successful launch 
of the event; a hearty 
acknowledgement to our 
sponsors too for supporting 
the event: Platinum 
sponsor Millat Plastics 
for coming on board with 
such tremendous support 
and our Silver sponsors 
Shangrila Pepsi and Garnier 
for their participation too. 

Now let’s wait and watch 
and see which school takes 
the Championship cup 
home! Support your friends 
and school by commenting 
on the facebook page. 

The  second  Pr i ze 
Distribution Ceremony 
of Markaz-e-Fahmedeen 
Ph-4 and Ebaitussalam 
took place on Saturday, 
16th December 2017 . 
The attendees included 

both students and their 
respective families, 
and also women who 
were previous graduates 
of Baitussalam. The 
Ceremony started with 
Qirat (Tilawat-e-

“You will die the way 
you lived.” (Prophet 
Muhammad SAW)

“Patience is a pillar of faith.” 
(Hazrat Umar bin Khattab RDA)

NEWS & VIEWS BAIT-US-SALAM UPDATES 

Syrians who fled Idlib province take shelter at a camp near the 
Turkish border.
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Facts, Events & Beliefs

5. There are no green 
stars. Although there 
are scattered claims for 
stars that appear green, 
including Beta Librae 
(Zuben Eschamali), most 
observers do not see 
green in any stars except 
as an optical effect from 
their telescopes, or else 
an idiosyncratic quirk 
of personal vision and 
contrast. Stars emit a 
spectrum (“rainbow”) of 
colors, including green, 
but the human eye-
brain connection mixes 
the colors together in 
a manner that rarely if 
ever comes out green. 
One color can dominate 
the radiation, but within 
the range of wavelengths 
and intensities found in 
stars, greens get mixed 
with other colors, and the 
star appears white. For 
stars, the general colors 
are, from lower to higher 
temperatures, red, 
orange, yellow, white 
and blue. So as far as the 
human eye can tell, there 
are no green stars.

6. Our sun is a green star. 

That being said, the sun 
is a “green” star, or more 
specifically, a green-
blue star, whose peak 
wavelength lies clearly 
in the transition area on 
the spectrum between 
blue and green.  This is 
not just an idle fact, but 
is important because the 
temperature of a star is 
related to the color of 
its most predominate 
wavelength of emission. 
(Whew!) In the sun’s case, 
the surface temperature 
is about 5,800 K, or 500 
nanometers, a green. 

7. Our sun is a dwarf 
star. We are accustomed 
to think of the sun as 
a “normal” star, and in 
many respects, it is. But 
did you know that it is a 
“dwarf” star? You may 
have heard of a “white 
dwarf,” but that is not 
a regular star at all, but 
the corpse of a dead 
star. Technically, as far as 
“normal” stars go (that is, 
astronomical objects that 
produce their own energy 
through sustained and 
stable hydrogen fusion), 

(Part 2)



Note: Answers will be published in 
the February’18-1 issue of  TBB

Answers Puzzle Jan’18-1
Across:   1-Algeria; 2-Iran; 3-Libya
aDown:  4-Egypt; 5-Indonesia ;6-Jordan
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Baitussalam Quranic 
Center: Workshop 
conducted in Shikarpur

Intellect School: Accolades 
received at the ISMO 2017

Science Festival’ 2017:

Raudha-tus-Salam: 
Parents’ introduced to 
second term syllabus

Baitussalam 
Welfare Trust: 
Turk Media 
covers Trust’s 
activities!

Turkish Red 
Crescent visits 
various centers of 
Baitussalam

A 3 days worskdhop was 
recently conducted at 
the Baitusalam Quranic 
Center in Shikarpur for 
Quran teachers. 110 

teachers from 11 districts 
attended. The theme of 
the workshop revolved 
around Quran teaching 
methodolog ies  and 

character development 

techniques and skills 

development of students.

The intellect School was 
recognized as the ‘Best 
School’ at the Inter-School 
Math’s Olympiad’2017. 
They also received a shield 
for securing most positions 
in the competition. From 

amongst 12,000 students 
across Pakistan, Bilal Atif 
and Tehreem Zubair of 
class 5, secured 1st and 
2nd position respectively.   
Best Mentor certificate 
was awarded to the class 

5 Mathematics teacher of 
the boys and girls section. 

More than 600 students 
from all over Pakistan 
participated in this 
competition.

An amazing display of 
talent was exhibited by 
the Boys’ section of the 
Intellect School at the 
Science Festival ‘2017 
recently held there. 
Students from Class 4 

to 8 participated in the 
exhibition. Projects 
were displayed in the 
courtyard, showcasing 
teamwork and innovation 
from the boys. The 
exhibition consisted of 

the following projects: 
Fun Science show, Science 
project display, Science 
drama, Maker’s space 
and the very cool Rocket 
Launch. MashaAllah. 

Two local media channels 
of Turkey have given 
coverage to the work 
that the Trust is doing 
in Turkey for the Syrian 
refugees. The work is 
being carried out in 
collobartion with Diyanet 
Foundation Turkey and 
AFAD, Turkey. BSWT has 

, with its dedication 
and quality of work, 
been able to leave an 
impact with the Turkish 
authorities. An article 
titled ‘Ray of Hope’ has 
also been put up one a 
media site, covering the 
Trust’s activities. 

A team of Turkish Red 
Crescent visited a hospital 
near Jamia Baitussalam 
, Talagang which is 
under the supervision of 
BWT  and  distributed 
cooked amongst the 
patients there. The 

team also visited various 
educational facilities in 
Sindh falling under the 
Trust and in the area of 
Jharak they distributed 
sheets and clothes 
amongst the needy.

A workshop was held for 
the mothers of Raudha-Ba 
till Saful Thani tat Raudha 
tus Salam to introduce 
them to the syllabus of 
the 2nd academic term. IT 
was educational workshop 

where tips and techniques 
were shared with the 
mothers to make it easier 
for them to teach their 
children at home and to 
help them remain updated 
with their children.

there are only “dwarfs,” 
“giants” and “super   
giants.” The giants and 
supergiants represent the 
terminal (old age) stages of 
stars, but the vast majority 
of stars, those in the long, 
mature stage of evolution 
(Main Sequence) are all 
called “dwarfs.” There is 
quite a bit of range in size 
here, but they are all much 
smaller than the giants and 
super giants. So technically, 
the sun is a dwarf star, 
sometimes called “Yellow 
Dwarf” in contradiction to 
the entry above!

8. Stars don’t twinkle. 
Stars appear to twinkle 
(“scintillate”), especially 
when they are near the 
horizon. One star, Sirius, 
twinkles, sparkles and 
flashes so much some times 
that people actually report 
it as a UFO. But in fact, the 
twinkling is not a property 
of the stars, but of Earth’s 
turbulent atmosphere. As 
the light from a star passes 
through the atmosphere, 
especially when the star 
appears near the horizon, 
it must pass through many 

layers of often rapidly 
differing density. This has 
the effect of deflecting the 
light slightly as it were a ball 
in a pinball machine. The 
light eventually gets to your 
eyes, but every deflection 
causes it to change slightly 
in color and intensity. The 
result is “twinkling.” Above 
the Earth’s atmosphere, 
stars do not twinkle.

9. You can see 20 quadrillion 
miles, at least. On a good 
night, you can see about 
19,000,000,000,000,000 
miles, easily. That’s 19 
quadrillion miles, the 
approximate distance to the 
bright star Deneb in Cygnus. 
which is prominent in the 
evening skies of Fall and 
Winter. 

10. Black holes don’t suck. 
And it is a common worry 
among the ill-informed 
that the so-far hypothetical 
“mini” black holes that may 
be produced by the Large 
Hadron Collider would suck 
in everything around them 
in an ever increasing vortex 
that would consume the 
Earth! 

Facts, Events & Beliefs

While Islam has decreed 
marriage as the completion 
of a person’s deen, Allah 
(SWT) has also made the act 
of getting married a very 

simple and a straight for-
ward procedure. But unfor-
tunately, we, the society, 
have made it a task for us! A 
huge, tremendous task, a 

burden in fact, that has to be 
gotten rid of by involving in 
this simple act, a lot of time 
consuming and money wast-
ing traditions, cultural influ-
ences and unnecessary acts.

These acts are strictly forbid-
den in Islam, and in any case 
Allah (SWT) does not like is-
raaf (excessive of anything).

In our culture, the accep-
tance of proposal is followed 
by an engagement ceremo-
ny, in which rings and gifts 
are exchanged, and a proper 
get together is held. Though 
in Islam, there is no engaged 
status as such!

The nikkah is preceded by a 
lot of preliminary events 
such as mayun , mehendi, 
dars (this has also become a 
fashion statement. In fact it 
has often been witnessed 
that a dars is followed by a 
dholki!), bridal shower and 
then the actual wedding and 
rukhsati, whereas in Islam a 
wedding feast is strictly for-
bidden, only the valima 
holds place. 

People are adapting the 
western culture of dancing 
at the wedding and valima 
reception too along with 
mehendi and mayuns!

Firecrackers and aerial firing 
mark wedding festivities 
with no regards to the prob-

lem they may be causing to 
the neighbors and the statis-
tics that record deaths due 
to aerial firing.

Wedding festivities go on till 
wee hours and the bride is 
sent away to her new home 
with the copy of the Quran 
held over her head, under 
the watchful eye of the cam-
era lenses and in view of a 
lot of non-mehrams!

Unfortunately all these acts 
have become such an inte-
gral part of our ceremonies 
that one doesn’t even stop 
to think over the implica-
tions or the logic of these 
acts. So drugged is everyone 
in the so called joy of merry 
making.

Whether one can afford it or 
not, dowry has a become a 
norm. from well to do fami-
lies to not so well estab-
lished ones, religious or 
non-religious, dowry is given 
by the parents as it’s a mat-
ter of pride, and received by 
the groom’s family, if noth-
ing, than under the pretext 
that what could we say, they 
have given to their daughter 
, its their happiness in doing 
so!

Lacs of money is spent on 
makeup, dresses, food , ven-
ue rent, stage and arrange-
ments and even than guests 
are relatives have negative 

comments to make. They 
come, they eat, they com-
ment and leave and next day 
it’s all forgotten as preps are 
made to attend yet another 
wedding event!

Reminds me of a joke I came 
across on the social media, it 
said something along the 
lines of:

‘Duniya mai log, shadi kai 
aglay din khushiyan manatai 
hain, Pakistan mai Phupi ko 
manatai hai!’

Meaning: While in the rest 
of the world people cele-
brate in happiness the mar-
riage of a closed one the day 
after the wedding, in Paki-
stan, the family is trying to 
make amned with a miffed 
aunt who probably got up-
set over some trivial issue 
during the wedding festivi-
ties and is now throwing a 
tantrum!

Think over it! This is actually 
quite true!

A wedding held in accor-
dance to sharia, is blessed 
by Alah (SWT). The newly-
wed couple enters the fold 
of Allah (SWT’) mercies and 
rewards.

A wedding held according to 
non-sharia customs, loses 
barakah from it and the im-
pact lasts a lifetime 
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“I am sorry to say that but this is how the process will work from now on,” he 
added.

Turkey-US ties have been strained over an array of issues, including Washington’s 
military support to Syrian Kurdish militia, whom Ankara listed as terrorists, and 
its refusal to extradite Fethullah Gulen, a US-based Turkish cleric who allegedly 
masterminded the failed coup in Turkey in July 2016.

Qur’an), followed by Naat praising Rasool Allah(SAW). 

The main event at the Ceremony comprised of the distribution of the results of 
Markaz-e-Fahmedeen which included results for the Namaz Course, Dirasat (year 
one and two), Mid-Term examinations and the Seerat Competition. The results for 
the physical classes were followed by results for the E-Baitussalam Online Courses, 
which included Seerat Course, Basic Arabic Language, Time Management, Hadeeth 
Course,Tibb-e-Nabvi and, finally, Stories from the. More than 100 certificates were 
distributed for the E-Baitussalam Online Courses, alone. 

A screening of the documentation of the disaster relief work that Baitussalam is 
currently doing for the Syrian refugees with the help of the Turkish government and 
also for the Rohingya Muslims being persecuted in Myanmar. The mini-documentary 
was well-received by an emotional audience, who pledged their support to the 
relief efforts of the organization. The ceremony ended with a bayan and dua by 
Hazrat Maulana Abdul Sattar (DB).

For more information on EBaitussalam and its online courses, visit our website: 
www.baitussalam.org/learning

PS- A 3 month course on Food & Nutrition is starting online from the 19th of 
January, 2018. Registrations (ladies only) can be done on the link given above.
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