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t the sky above her. It was untaint-
ith an impeccable azure. An aero-
dily proceeded from the west, leaving
s of fading smoke in its trail. She fol-
h a fixed gaze until the sky discreetly
d it and hid any evidence of it ever be-
ing there. She inhaled the scent of tranquility in
the air. Maybe it was the same plane carrying her
son back from Riyadh to Karachi this very day,
Insha’Allah.

She had prepared all his favourite dishes and
now the wait was getting a little too much for
her to bear. Finally, the doorbell rang.

“Ammi Jan, where are you?” she heard his voice
along with the bell. The mother was no doubt
over the moon with joy. They kept talking for a
while when suddenly he announced that he had
many surprises for his mother.

‘| too want to get a surprise for Ammi!’ thought
her other son. This other son of hers was hand-
icapped; his hands were paralysed. He hardly
ever went outside on his own, but today he in-
sisted to be allowed to go out for a little task.

Outside, he looked around at all the people
on the road. Each person carrying a different
weight in their heart and each having their own
tale of life. He thought, ‘Little do they know
mine. Would they even care to know?’

The sky turned into a hue of saffron. The sun was
beginning its farewell spectacle and reflected the
mother’s bittersweet emotions. But her heart
found peace as soon as the younger son was back.

He sighed, trudging towards his room. After
getting some rest, he sat with the family and
asked, “So Ammi, what surprise did Bhaiyya
have for you?”

“So many | don’t even know where to begin
from. A diamond necklace, an iPad, some fan-
ights | had wanted in the garden and many
hings, many for you too dear,” the mother

March - 2018

responded.

“You know something Ammi Jan? What | got for
you is nothing at all but will you please accept
it?” he handed his mother a hundred rupees
note. “l worked and earned this to show that |
also love you, | can also get you something, even
if it is peanuts.”

The mother’s eyes welled up with tears and they
rushed forth, falling onto the hundred rupees
she held in her hand. Amidst the sobs she man-
aged to whisper, “These are indeed better than
all the wealth in the world!”

The elder son patted his brother’s back and said,
“Hey buddy, Ammi wasn’t so happy seeing my
presents as much as she’s on yours. It is surely
the sincerity that counts.”

The younger son’s mouth spread into a smile.
A smile that was screaming I did it, | succeeded.
Above, the sky had been stripped of any co-
lour and was now smothered in a layer of black
velvet. It contained the secrets of many a soul
and mysteries of the unknown. It told how sin-
cerity arrays our lives: someone might be giving
thousands in charity every single day, but on the
scales of deeds, all his good deeds could be as
lightas a bundle of cotton because of showing off
and lack of sincerity. Someone might be working
for Deen but he wishes to gain people’s appre-
ciation through it, thus his good deeds gone in
vain. While someone else, working for deen only
slightly or giving less in charity due to his cir-
cumstances, but having a desire to do so to earn
only and only Allah Subhanahu waTaa’la’s plea-
sure, could be earning so much more the reward.

He plucked out the fragments of fear from the
hollows of his heart and scattered them out into
the night sky. He heard his heart singing a melo-

dy. A melody of sincerity.

Was’salam,
Bint Zahid
editor.radiance(@gmail.com
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devwonic vibes "

The love and peace that is void from various houses has
a reason behind it, explains this short excerpt £rom Hadhrat
Maulana Abdus Sattar Hifzahullah’s spiritual discourse

Once, when the Apostle &: entered his house, he
saw a curtain on which there was some picture of
a living creature. His face changed colour, he took
that curtain and tore it apart. Then he said: “On the
day of Qiyamah, the worst punishment will be of
those people who draw pictures of this kind (i.e. of
living creatures).”

Having pictures of living creatures on clothes,
boards or on anything will earn great punishment
on the day of Qiyamah. Allah subhanahu wa taa-
laa’s Messenger #: has forbidden this act with his
tongue as well as his actions.

We must realise that in a home, where care is not
taken of Allah Subhanahu wataalaa’s greatness
and respect and sins are not put to a cease ,in that
house, Allah Subhanahu wataalaa descends such
a punishment that mutual respect for each oth-
er vanishes from the hearts of the dwellers of the
house.

Ibn Qayyim Rehmatullah alaih used to say that
in whatever way a sin is committed (i.e. what-
ever kind of sin is committed), Allah subhanahu
wataalaa also sends the punishment in that way
(i.e. of that kind). If a sin is committed in the way
that no heed is paid to Allah &, His greatness,

His respect, then Allah & also gives a punishment
that love and respect finishes in the hearts of peo-
ple for each other.

Wherever there is filth and dirt, flies and germs
settle at such a place and as a result, illnesses culti-
vate. Likewise, in homes where sins are committed,
Shayateen settle there and destroy those homes
as we see today. When filthy germs are present
in a place, there sure will develop illnesses. Then,
don’t cry that sicknesses are spreading abundant-
ly. About the places where there are sins and Sha-
yateen, don’t ask why ‘it’s happening to our home,
“why isn’t there any peace in here’, don’t question
about the instabilities in it because the devils are
present there and cause such severe situations like
we see in houses today. For no reason at all, broth-
ers are fighting with each other. For no reason,
arguments flare up! Small issues turn into huge
mountains of conflicts and lead to destroy a home.

The punishment for disobeying Allah & is brought
down on houses in this way.

May Allah ¢ save our homes from all demonic vibes

and instead help us make them places of peace,
love and tranquility. Ameen!
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Mn insignificant galaxy and me

Manahil Atf hails out cP\aQQen%'m% comparisons

betuween the qalaxy, the sun and our eq08

When we're studying the solar
system;, there does/ping a feel-
ing in our heart, a feeling of
delight and esteem, oh wow.
We're the only ones surviving
in this universe. We are the life
force. Among the eight plan-
ets orbiting around a gigantic
ball of fire, we live on the very
one suitable for life.

Of course, that is, if you don’t
believe in aliens.

But that’s old school grade
four science lessons. Go ahead
and google the sun now.
It'll say as it does on dictio-
nary.com, “A medium-sized,
main-sequence star located in
a spiral arm of the Milky Way
galaxy.”

Wait, what?

Medium-sized? Now that’s
disappointing. Deeper into the
space websites, it also says
that our solar system is locat-

l ed around an insignificant star
among a hundred billion more
stars in an insignificant galaxy
among a billion other more
galaxies.

Feeling significant yet?

It is true. Though the
sun holds immense im-

s S
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portance for our survival in
this world, it is but an ordi-
nary star in the universe with
a gazillion more stars like it
and many more burning even
brighter than it. Take for ex-
ample our very own mother
earth. Next to the sun, it is
only but a speck if shown to-
gether on an image. But then
take the star, VY Canis Majo-
ris. If you picture it side by side
with the sun, the sun itself is
but a speck, a tiny dot next to
it. Astronomers say you can fit
one point three million earths
into the sun. Imagine how
many suns can you really fit in
the monster star VY Canis Ma-
joris and subsequently, how
many earths!!

The point to mention all this
here isn’'t to give you an as-
tronomy class, it's more to
give you a picture of how large
our universe really is. VY Canis
Majoris is only one such star
that we have discovered till
now, there's a whole stretch
of universe still out there un-
explored with an even greater-
er number of such monstrous
stars. And then in this wide
world, there’s us, humans, so
small, so tiny, it's impossible
to draw a speck so miniscule
to represent us against the VY
Canis Majoris.

And yet — our view of our-
selves is so great, it could fit a
billion VY Canis Majoris into it.
Our egos. Our pride.

And even more shocking is
the fact that our ego doesn’t
actually physically exists in our
brain. It doesn’t comprise of
matter. It's more so an illusion,
an imaginative concept of this
consciousness in us. A sim-
ple thought about ourselves
that we take heavy upon our
minds, letting it control us and
making an image about our-
selves that we feel the need
to protect and defend to keep
our heads raised high.

In a world so massive, we give
such a lot of importance to
something that doesn’t even
physically exist. It's anoth-
er awestruck moment, really.
The beauty and might of the
universe firstly, and then the
complexities of the human
brain.

Insuch an enormous world, we,
so insignificant, consider our-
selves so mighty over others,
we feel it outright unaccept-
able to mutter even a quick
sorry much less a full heart-
felt apology when we break
our own sibling’s heart by
responding rudely. It’s tragic

©

o
/ really.

Our egos, our pride, what
we often call in a more posi-
tive manner, our honour, it is
all but an imaginary concept
about our own superiority.
We'd rather walk on a bed of
nails than apologise to some-
one after an intense argument
and then being proved wrong.
Instead of admitting our
faults, we begin playing the
blame game; we give excuses,

we raise our heads high and
when we do admit our faults,
we throw shade at the other
person involved to highlight
our own virtue upon them.

As a result, we have gener-
ation-long family distances.
We have broken relations. We
have broken hearts. We have a
depressed society that is nei-
ther satisfied with itself, nor
with anyone else. No wonder
there’s no more sympathy, no
more spontaneity, no more
compassion, mercy or even as
they say humanity.

Been in a quarrel? Why should
| apologise first?

Had a disagreement? But |
was right.

Someone was victorious over
you in a game? But | won last
time.

spotlight and let so
a while? Why don’t we back d

‘ someone else be heard this time?

In our society today, we have
extremely defensive people.
Defensive in the sense, we're
all very over protective of our
own images, our personal
identities that even if it means
someone has to fall, for us to
rise, we'll take that path.

Why don’t we for once, let
ourselves step down the spot-
light and let someone else en-
joy the attention for a while?
Why don’t we back down a lit-

Why don’t we for once, let ourselves step dowp the
meone else enjoy the attention for
own a little just to let

tle just to let someone else be
heard this time? Why don’t we
realise that we are all the same
in Allah Almighty’s eyes? That
our superiority over one an-
other will only be determined
on the Day of Judgment and
that too in terms of our deeds!

And then the point that if all
these billions of stars were to
rain down on us, would our
human bodies survive? In a
similar manner, our ego crush-
es and burns the faith in our
hearts because it terminates
humility, which is the ultimate
quality that makes us submis-
sive to Allah Almighty. The
Prophet & therefore said,
“No one who has the weight
of a seed of arrogance in his
heart will enter Paradise.”

Now think of it yourself. A bal-
loon that has more air is likely
to burst more forcefully than

b

a balloon with less air. It’s the
same with our egos. The larg-
er they are, the more painfully
they shall burst if ever a mo-
ment like that comes onto us.

So be humble. Give others
equal significance. To back
down in an argument is to
let go of your ego. To consid-
er someone else’s opinion as
good as your own is also hu-
mility. To let someone else be
praised is also humility.

So | tell myself:

No point in keeping my
head up

When my crown is on
my soul

So | let my head hang
a little low

And save the hearts
around me

From getting bruised

There you go. This way, you can
be both, humble and a saviour
for others and as our Proph-
et’'s 4 hadith sets criteria
for a Momin, not hurting any-
one by your tongue or hand.

So lets remember that this
universe is much greater than
our egos. Don’t let your pride
cancel out the tenderness in
you
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T would miss
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by Khadi ja Faisal
Grade 8

| would miss everything, | would miss
everything
The love that was given to me,
My friends who made me happy,
Even the flock of doves,
Even the subjects | hate the most,
Even the morning wakes,

Even the dirty sneakers | had,
Even the warnings my mother gave,
Even my friend’s wave.

All has come to an end, but that all

meant.

SLBust GFine

by Faria Sheikh

12 years
Lahore

| am a burning hot fire
| gulp the air wider and higher.
| eat what is in front of me
And become as red as can be.
Everybody knows my after effect
is fatal
My deadly light is very bright
Everyone is scared of my sight.
Do you know with whose command
I’m ignited
It’s none other than Allah the great.
Your Wisdom will be tested
If you let your time in life wasted.
| will burn the sinners
But in the Paradise will be

the winners!

AND THE
WINNERS

ARE...

Yes! The results of the 2018 Writing Contest

are out! What a fantastic display of writing talent

we have seen in this contest Subhan’Allah! All the kids
who participated in this competition did a great job and
we are glad that it proved to be a healthy and learning

platform.

Congratulations to all the winners! And to all the other kids who
participated, never give up. Your submissions were great, but of course,

Age category: 5-9 years

Topic: Three things | learnt from
the Radiance magazine and imple-
mented in my life.

15t Haleema Salman
9 years, Nakhlah School

2nd  Aiman Aamir
8 years, DA Public School

3xd  Muhammad Maaz
6 years, Jaffar Public School

3xd  Muhammad

Abaan Atif Khan
8 years, Nakhlah School

there can only be a few winners. In’sha’Allah you can win a prize in Radiance’s next
contest. May Allah & reward you all for your sincere efforts and pour immense
barakah in your lives and skills. Ameen.

Age category: 10-14 years

Topic: How can | contribute to the

efforts of Dawah?

15t Maria Sheikh

14 years, Scholastic Islamiah
School, Lhr

2nd Maria Armoghan
12 years, The Intellect School

3nd Omar Nauman

10 years, a homeschooler
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1st prize winner
Age category: 10-14 years

Written by Maria Sheikh
Scholastic Islamiah School
Lahore

Spreading
hues of

HIDAYAH

1

rad ..?once March - 2018

“Maryam! Take off this veil of yours! Nobody has
enough time in the market to stare at others, es-
pecially a girl like you!” As usual, before going out,
Maryam and her mother had a ‘hijab fight.

Maryam was a Muslim girl who lived in the city of
Toronto, Canada, with her open-minded parents
and a younger sister, Fatima. She had never seen
her parents do anything religious, other than pray-
ing five times a day, and that too was left some-
times. Her parents never told her enough about
Islam, and neither did they act according to it.

This was always unacceptable to her; she thought
it was hypocrisy, acting to be someone else while
actually being something else. She always tried
her best to find out more about her own religion,
and act according to it. That is the reason why
she joined an Islamic Institute near her house and
started attending their daily classes. Those were
enough to wash the dirt off a diamond. She start-
ed hijab and then finally nigaab, in spite of the
negative comments she had to hear so often. The
biggest obstacle in her journey was the conflict
she had to face with her parents. Her mom went
to the extent of calling her an ugly little thing
when she covered up her face.

Maryam was lying in her room reading a book
when someone knocked the door.

“Yes?”

“Maryam its Samantha from the next door, may |
come in?”

“Oh, Samantha! How are you?” Maryam said,
with a pleasant smile, as she got up from her
bed.

“l am good, Maryam, how are you doing?”
y fine. Here, have a seat,” replied Maryam.

\aryam, | wanted to talk to you about
Jope you won’t mind?”

r
sk away!”

“Maryam, | heard the conversation between your
mother and you this morning before you went
out shopping. Maryam, how do you bear such
negativity, don’t you feel frustrated at times?”

“Samantha dear! It is not about frustration. You
know what, when | started attending those classes
at Aunt’s house, Allah diverted my thoughts, my
lifestyle, my appearance, my everything towards
the way He likes His servants to be. And believe
me, | have not found this satisfaction my whole life
although | have been looking for it. And | did not
want others to lose this opportunity of being satis-

all the questions people have. | might get the op-
portunity of making someone revert to Islam, and
what is better than this. Actually, we have to make
people understand that Islam is not just about five
daily prayers, or, on the other hand, about terror-
ism and torture. However, here, then, we have to
be as skilled and efficient ourselves. We should not
take it easy, it is a huge responsibility. People all
over the world go through what not to deliver Al-
lah’s message to the world.

“Maryam! Please help me with the washing. Where
areyou?” Maryam’s mother called from the kitchen.

That is the reason why she joined an Islamic
Institute near her house and started attending their
daily classes. Those were enough to wash the
dirt off a diamond.

fied with their lives. | wanted to tell everybody the
secret to this. As a Muslimah, it is my duty to do
so, to call people towards this religion. It is called
‘dawah’ in Islam. In this, there is no concept of
frustration if you are to make it your mission. There
is patience, patience and just patience. For that
reason, | have to be a role model myself as well. |
should try to be an example of what | say. If there’s
a conflict between what you do and what you say,
people are not even going to look at you.”

“But Maryam, how is it possible that you just be an
example and tell people about it, is this all you are
supposed to do?”

“Samantha, no, you’re not just supposed to say,
there are many means of doing Dawah. Everybody
has to do it according to the facilities they have.
People having the leisure of technology write on
social media. As they say, “A pen is mightier than a
sword”. Here it really is. Words can change people
magically. Well, to be honest, | write with another
name in magazines and | even have a blog of mine,
but | expect you to keep this as a secret. | get many
emails based on my writings, and | happily answer

“Coming mom!” Maryam called back.

“Okay Maryam I'll leave now, thank you so much.
Will come back tomorrow, bye!” Samantha got up
to.

“No problem Samantha, Goodbye!”

“Maryam, your religion has been attracting me
for so long. | have been on a lookout for some-
one like you who could explain me everything. |
just had this fear of conflict from my family that
what would they say if | accepted Islam. | am really
inspired by you, honestly. If you can bear it, why
can’t I? Maryam, make me read the Kalimah!” The
next day Samantha was in her room again, this
time to go out as Aisha.

“Allah, how merciful are You! Allah! Make her stand
steadfast on your path. Make her a true Muslimah
who takes the mission of Your Prophet #: ahead!”
Maryam was crying her heart out in Tahajjud as she
bowed down in front of Allah Almighty
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Question: I often feel I'm bullied in school; my friends hurling mean and hurtful com-
ments at me, teased me, making fun of me, looking at each other at my comments, etc.
What can [ do to avoid such scenarios and hurtful feelings?

Jazakumullahu khairen in advance.

Answer: Masha’Allah it is commendable that you choose to speak up and sought help. This is
the first step towards solving any problem.

Bullying is when you are hurt verbally, emotionally and physically and it can become hard to
stop the behaviour. Bullying has become quite common in schools. It is a serious problem and
can cause a huge impact on your mental health.

This solution is two-fold. Firstly, how to stop a bully. Secondly, recovering from the effects
of bullying.

How to stop a bully

If you are being bullied, it is very important to care
for yourself to remain confident. Remember not to
engage directly with the bully - verbally or physical-
ly - as it can cause more harm than good. Instead,
try to ignore the bully. Soon enough, the bully will
lose interest in you, and might quite possibly get
discouraged from bullying you.

[le m 1CC March - 2018

You can also try to surround yourself with friends
or adults, who understand your situation. Make it
difficult for the bully to find you alone.

Don’t be afraid to speak up at any time. If the bully
becomes severe, speak about it with your parents,
teacher, administrator or anyone whom you trust
and can help you. They could talk to the bully them-
selves and get things under control.

Bullying surely hurts, but you hurt yourself all over
again when you hold on to a bad feeling

Recovering from the effects of
bullying

Finally, speaking with a counsellor or a psycholo-
gist can be helpful, and we would try being that
counsellor for you here. Apply the things given be-
low and clear out the “emotional storehouse”, open
your mind to more possibilities, restore self-es-
teem, and lead to a rediscovery of the authentic
self, which has been trapped underneath all the
repressed feelings.

Find a private place, and let yourself
express that feeling

You can also journal, but the feelings move out
faster if they’re physically expressed like throwing
stones in a pond, working around the house or do-
ing some other physical activity, because emotions
are stored in the musculature of the body when
they can’t be expressed. Just let their energy drift
out of your body and mind.

Let go of that feeling

Remind yourself that what you're feeling is not who
you are, it's only a feeling that will pass Insha’Allah.

Help yourself remember that life can be
good

Call a supportive friend to talk about something
else, do something you enjoy doing, or join a group
that’s going to a fun place.

Bullying surely hurts, but you hurt yourself all over
again when you hold on to a bad feeling—thinking
about past experiences can drag you down and
make you miserable over time.

Of course, it’s always prudent to seek help if your
emotions seem too overwhelming, or if you find

that they prevent you from functioning in life.

But if you continue this process over a period of

time, eventually the old feelings will become a
vague past, rather than a shadow that lives with
you day in and day out, and you’ll be living more
from your authentic self than from your past expe-
riences.

Remember, you’re not alone

There are many like you going through the same
feelings and for that matter, | would like to say
that all those reading this, please take extra care of
other folks’ feelings. With the augmented number
of children going through bullying, we sure get to
realise that the people causing the harm are also
huge in number.

And don’t feel lonely. Whenever you feel so, talk
to Allah &, who is always there by your side. Make
dua, put your complains in front of Him, pray two
rakah salat-ul-hajat which has a cure to every prob-
lem in the universe. And the instant you do that,
you will feel a heavy weight is lifted off your head.
And why not?! Won't it feel amazing having talked
about your problem to the chief person in charge,
well, a president for example? He doesn’t even un-
derstand you, loving you is out of the question, but
yet you feel good that ‘Oh, | have talked to so and
so a person, he will definitely take care of every-
thing now”. So of course talking to Allah & is way
more incredible as he loves us too, more than sev-
enty mothers Subhan’Allah.

Maybe we take it for granted because it is so easy
to talk to our Lord. You don’t have to struggle for
it, wait for your turn, stand in lines for hours and
hours on end, etc. But in reality, making dua isn’t
easy too! Talking to Allah, making dua to Allah &
is, in fact, the most difficult ibadah, that is why not
many people do it.

So raise up to the challenge and find a solution
through all the above and especially through the
power of your duas. We also pray for your safety
and wellbeing. May Allah & keep everyone secure
from the mischiefs of the Shaitan and his friends.
Ameen
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Amma you know there's
a scary flu monster
going around the townll!

You know the flu-monster
got Ali...we better not eaft,
sit or even speak with him!ll!

Only If He Wills

Ceneeprt by Zawjeh Zig
Aviwerts Loy Zewjelh Jehengir

Sweety,

nothing happens l
without Allah's
| .' '

Buddy! Nothing happens
without Allah's orders

O NO! I-am-not
going near Alillll

Yes precaution is
# good and so we have to
#f eat citrus and other heaIThy

A few days later

What's the matter buddy?
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screws
bolts

(Odd 6ne it

How good are you in
English? Take this simple
quiz for kids to learn and
understand the meanings of
different words. Find the odd one
out of the following words:

¢ - d = 1. Father | Mother | Brother | Sister | Friend
w Hows o:Solar o~

2. Woman | Aunt | Girl | Niece | Boy

panels work? )

4. Move | Sit | Stand | Walk | Bench

=

Smile | Joy | Happy | Grief | Cheerful

5. Legs|Hands | Eyes | Ears | Tail
6. Red |Blue | Black | Green | Orange

7. Level | Madam | Eye | Radar | Watch

A solar panel turns the sun’s Ilght into electricity! 0(6u!ugaw awes ay3 noA sa/\!ﬁ ‘GP!S Jaylie
We see electricity at work every day. For instance, peaJ 1ey3 spiom) swolpuijed e Jou Si 3| - Yolep\ L
when you turn on a lamp, electrons move through
the cord and light up the bulb. That flow of elec- moquiey Ui Jnojod e 10N - 32e|g 9
trons is called electricity.

|'ey e
One solar panel is made up of many small solar aABY 7,US20P SUBWINH - SUBWNY JO S}ed - |Ie] °G
cells. Each of these cells uses light to make elec-
trons move. The cell is made up of two different UOI3O€ JO PUBLIWOD
layers that are stuck together. The first layer is 10 UOIIDNIISUI BJE SIYI0 “493(qo Uy - Youag i
loaded with electrons, so the electrons are ready
to jump from this Iayer to the second Iayer. That uojows a/\neﬁaN - Jaun °¢
second layer has had some electrons taken away,
so it is ready to take in more electrons. 19pusb sulnosew ay| - Aog °z
When the light hits an electron in the first layer, the uoijejas Poo|q € 10U SI 31 - puUsLi4 °|
electron jumps to the second layer. That electron
makes another electron move, which makes an-
other electron move, and so on. It was the sunlight ,Q/l‘gm/c/’l—lg

that started the flow of electrons, or electricity.

March - 2018



Areyou

daughter?

y

|
000 L MDD

1. Do you unnecessarily use your phone in front of them?

2. Do you raise your voice in front of them?
3. Do you sometimes make sarcastic remarks while talking to them?
4. Do you get annoyed with their repeated questions and requests?
5. Do you sometimes act bored or tired in front of them?
6. Do you express your disapproval at the decisions they've made?
7. While going somewhere, do you walk ahead of them?
8. Do you pick on their mistakes or bluntly correct them?
9. Do you sometimes sit with your back towards them or with your feet towards them?

10. Do you start eating before they do at meals?
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Aftera long hard day, a young tired slave was sit-
ting lost in thoughts in his workshop. He was a
skilled and the most famous sword maker among
the Arabs who came to him from far and wide to
have their swords made. Long ago, his mistress,
Umme Anmar had sent him as an apprentice to
a blacksmith who taught him this art. He could
still remember those days when he was a young
boy and had been taken a prisoner and brought
to the slave market after the enemies took over
his homeland, Al Yamamah, located on the East-
ern part of Arabian Peninsula. Umme Anmar had
liked him at the first glance and bought him.
Since then he worked from dawn to dusk and
earned for his mistress.

Though he was a young man, he was far more in-
telligent and wise for his age. He deeply observed
the abhorrent state of Arabs, of which he himself
was a prey. Many vices of the society were collec-
tively present in that nation, but his far-sighted
mind always told him, ‘After this night of dark-
ness, there must be a dawn.

He didn't know that he would be soon proven
right.

radvence| march-2018

y HADHRAT
KSEHWBBAB BIN

Sacrifice. Devotion.

¥ Truth. Love. - We cannot

even begin to imagine

the reality of these assets

. without being aware of

. the glorious sahabah who

: bore them all! Zawjah Junaid
Mukaty amazes us with the life
accounts of one such sahabi

Time moved on when one day he heard Mu-
hammad 4, The Sadiq, proclaiming himself as a
Prophet of the one and only God. He personally
went to the Apostle Muhammad & and listened
to his teachings. What he heard was what he
had always imagined. This was the dawn he was
waiting for. Thus he immediately stretched out
his hand to Prophet & and recited Kalimah Sha-
hadah. Since then this ingenious slave, Hadhrat
Khubbab bin al Aratt %, became one of the Al-
Sabigoon al-Awwaloon (Foremost Muslims).

Hadhrat Khubbab & did not try to hide his Mus-
lim identity. A brave Muslim slave had become a
threat to the coward polytheist Quraish. Umme
Anmar marched towards him with her brother
Siba’a Abdul Uzza and some hooligans of Banu
Khiza’a to question about the news.

Hadhrat Khubbab refuted their multiple Gods
and declared that there is no God except Allah.
This was enough for that angry group who start-
ed beating him with whatever they could land
their hands on. They hit him with the iron rods
and stones and the worst was the big hot burn-
ing stone which they kept on his back till the skin

Umme Anmar used to come to Hadhrat Khubbab’s workshop and
place hot iron rods on his head. The excruciating pain and burn
would be unbearable for him and he would faint.

and fats melted. They forced him to lie down on
live coals. This act of insanity became their routine
but Hadhrat Khubbab 2 remained steadfast in his
decision.

Umme Anmar used to come to Hadhrat Khubbab’s
workshop and place hot iron rods on his head. The
excruciating pain and burn would be unbearable
for him and he would faint. Hadhrat Bilal, Hadhrat
Yasir and many others were going through the
same tyranny.

One day Hadhrat Khubbab came to Hadhrat Mu-
hammad ¢ and requested him to pray for him.
He wanted freedom from this savagery. The
soft-hearted Prophet ¢ raised his hands for dua
and said, “O Allah, help Khubbab.” Dua for a down-
trodden and uttered from the blessed mouth of
Prophet Muhammad & could not have been re-
jected. A few days later, Umme Anmar experienced
a terrible headache which kept on increasing. This
kind of illness was never heard of before. She
shouted like a dog because of her nerve-racking
pain. The only treatment for it was to place red hot
iron rods on her head. This treatment was worse
than all the headaches she had. May Allah always
keep us on the right path!

After many years, during Hadhrat Umar’s Caliph-
ate, Hadhrat Khubbab visited the Caliph one day.
Hadhrat Umar met him with great respect and gave
him a seat at an elevated position and said, “Ex-
cept Bilal, no one other than you is more capable
of sitting at this place.” Then he asked him about
the worst kind of persecution he had faced by the
Makkans. At first, Hadhrat Khubbab hesitated but
on Hadhrat Umar’s persistence, he removed his
cloth from his back. Hadhrat Umar was shocked to
see his back and said, “How did this happen?”

Hadhrat Khubbab replied, “One day the polythe-
ists removed my clothes and forcefully made me

lie on burning cinders and dragged me till my flesh
left my bones and the fat cooled the flames.”

He is the one who was teaching the holy Quran to
Hadhrat Fatima bint Khattab, sister of Hadhrat
Umar, and her husband Hadhrat Saeed bin Zaid
when the enraged Hadhrat Umar marched into
their house before his acceptance of Islam. He had
hid himself and came out when Hadhrat Umar had
calmed down after listening to the verses of Surah
Taha and recited Kalimah Shahadah. Hadhrat
Khabbab seemed to be happy and excited and said,
“O Umar! Glad tidings for you. Yesterday Muham-
mad < prayed to Allah, ‘O Allah strengthen Islam
with either Umar bin Khattab or Umar bin Hisham
(Abu Jahl) whomsoever Thou like.’ It seems that his
prayer has been answered in your favour.”

Hadhrat Khubbab 4, was very close to Prophet
and participated in many Ghazwat. He spent many
years of his life in poverty but Allah blessed him
with a lot of wealth later in his life. He had never
dreamed of possessing so much gold, silver and
wealth. Companions of Prophet & were trained
by the Prophet # himself. Wealth and world nev-
er attracted them. Hadhrat Khubbab also found a
unique way of spending what he had.

He kept all his wealth in a corner of his house with
no security on it. The poor and needy were allowed
to take whatever they wanted from it without
seeking any permission. He was very afraid of the
accountability and still feared of standing before
Allah.

He died during Hadhrat Ali’s caliphate, in thir-
ty-seven Hijra in Kufa where he was settled in
his last days. Some companions of Prophet
visited him on his deathbed and found him cry-
ing. On enquiring, he replied, “l weep because my

Continued on pg 25
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Imam Abu Hanifah Rahimahullah, who is also
known as Imam-e-Azam, was born in 699 AD /
80AH — 67 years after the death of Prophet Mu-
hammad ¢:. He got the opportunity to see and
meet many Sahaba of the Prophet Muhammad &,
some“of whom lived on until Abu Hanifah'’s youth
including Anas bin Malik ¢, Prophet Muhammad’s
#2 personal attendant, who died in 782 AD / 93
AH and another companion, Abul Tufail Amir bin
Wathilah @, who died in 899 AD / 100 AH, when
Abu Hanifah was 20 years of age.

Numan bin Thabit bin Numan bin Marzuban, bet-
ter known by his Kuniyat Abu Hanifa, was born in
Kufa. He was of Persian origin. His grandfather
Numan bin Marzuban was regarded even by the
elite class of Kabul as a wise and astute man.

Imam Abu Hanifa Rahimahullah at his early age
acquired a basic education and chose trade as his
career, but he was intelligent and had been gift-
ed with innate talents. That is why Shaikh Amir
Shabi Rahimahullah, a noted Muhaddith of Kufa
who had the privilege of meeting over 5000 com-
panions of the Prophet #, suggested that he
should continue to learn more about Ilm ul Kalam,
Hadith and Figh. Thus he left trade and studied
those subjects so dedicatedly from the various
scholars of Kufa, Basra and Baghdad that he mas-
tered all those subjects and was widely acclaimed
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by
Araalan Ullah khan

as the greatest Imam in the academic world.

Imam Azam Abu Hanifa Rahimahullah left behind
about thousands of students. The most famous
among them were Imam Qadi Abu Yusuf Rahima-
hullah, Imam Muhammad Rahimahullah and Imam
Zufur Rahimahullah. His literary works include ‘Ki-
tab-ul-Aathar’ - compiled from a total of 70,000
Ahaadeeth, ‘Aalim-wal-muta ‘allim’, ‘Fighe Akbar’,
‘Jaami'ul Masaneed’, ‘Kitaabul Rad alal Qaadiriyah’
etc.

Another great Imam who founded Shafai school of
thought, Imam Shafai Rahimahullah, was the stu-
dent of Imam Abu Hanifa’s Rahimahullah student
Imam Muhammad Rahimahullah. Imam Shafai
said: “Whoever wants a deep understanding of the
Qur’an and Sunnah, then he is dependent upon
Abu Hanifah.” (Tahzib al-Kamal, p.434 vol.29)

In 763, Al-Mansur, the Abbasid monarch offered
Abu Hanifa the post of Chief Judge of the State,
but he declined the offer, choosing to remain inde-
pendent. As a result, the cruel monarch became an
enemy of the Imam and arrested him. The Caliph
Mansur had him beaten 30 strokes with a stick. His
feet also bled.

Caliph Mansur repented and offered Imam Azam
30000 pieces of silver. The great Imam once again
refused. He was imprisoned again and thrashed
ten more strokes every day. This huge icon of Islam
passed away in 772 AD/150 Hijri at the age of 69
while in namaz.

His funeral namaz was performed six times and
each time 50000 people took part. People con-
tinued to come and pray for him for 20 days after
he was buried. His son, and only child; Hammad,
lead the last namaz-e-janaza. He was 70 years old.
In 459 AH / 1066 AD, a Mazaar (Tomb) was built
for him by the great Seljuki ruler Alp Arsalan (1063
- 1072AD) near Baghdad in Irag. The Tigris River
kisses the tomb of this mujtahid and pays tribute
to him

6y Hafsa Ammoghan
Grade 1), The \ntellect School

My real hero is Prophet Muhammad . He is the
last Messenger of Allah . Allah revealed on him
the last Holy book which is the Holy Quran. He had
many companions and all of them were loved by
him. The Quran tells about him that he is the last
Prophet of Allah and no other prophet will come
after him. We are all his Ummah i.e. his people. He
has left for us his sunnah which we should follow
to go to Jannah.

Prophet Muhammad is my hero because he is the
best man on earth. He was truthful and trust-
worthy. He was kind and polite. He was very car-
ing. He didn’t do any bad deeds. He always forgave
people and asked forgiveness for himself from Al-
lah £:. He was very humble. He never ever lied even
for the sake of fun. At different times in his Ahad-
ith, he has taught us to respect elders, be good to-
wards others, show kindness to animals etc.

In order to be like him we should follow his teach-
ings; say salaam, forgive others, help each other,
obey elders, be honest, in short we should grab all
good deeds.

So my hero is Prophet Muhammad & and | love
him a lot!

Continued from pg 23

companions have died and they did not obtain
any such rewards in this world. | have lived on
and have acquired this wealth and | fear that
this will be the only reward for my deeds.”

After the soul of this God fearing companion
departed his body, Hadhrat Ali i, stood at his
grave and said, “May Allah & have mercy on
Khabbab. He accepted Islam wholeheartedly.
He performed Hijrah willingly. He lived as a
Mujahid and Allah shall not withhold the re-
ward of one who has done good.”

O, Allah! Help us all to walk on Islam whole-
heartedly and face all the difficulties with cour-
age.

Question Block

Companions of Prophet 4 were persecuted
during the early period of Islam. Do you think
Muslims in present days are also persecuted? If
yes, then please suggest what should be done
to bring out the Muslims from this tyranny.
The last date for sending in your answers is
31st March-2018.

The best answers will be published in the
magazine as well as given prizes In’sha’Allah.
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