
Bishop reverts to Islam, 
turns church to Mosque

TajMahal dropped 
from tourism booklet 
for belonging to Islamic 
culture
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“And this wordly life is not but 
diversion and amusement. And 
indeed, the home of the Hereafter 
that is the (eternal) life, if only they 
knew.” (Quran - 29:64)

“If Allah (SWT) grants you 
the love of another Muslim, 
cling on to it.” (Hazrat Umar 
IbnKhataab RDA)

Becoming Muslim, Okwany wants to study to know more about 
his faith.
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Date of Birth of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW)
Most historians are 
silent about the exact 
date of birth of the 
Prophet (SAW), whereas 
those who do mention 
it, there are many 
contradictions and 
disagreements amongst 
them.
The  p resence  o f 
such disagreements 
on the exact day of 
his birth proves that 
birthdays were not 
important to the Arabs. 

Arabs were very well 
known for their great 
memorization skills. 
They used to know 
the lineage of their 
families and other 
Arabs by heart; they 
used to know hundreds 
of verses of poetry by 
heart, a great feat of 
memorization.
If the birthday of 
our Beloved Prophet 
(SAW) was such an 
important celebration, 
surely they would 
have remembered it 
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They have divided our heritage into Hindu heritage and Islamic 
heritage.”
TajMahal was dropped 
from tourism booklet 
of  Uttar  Pradesh 
TajMahal is one of 
the Seven Wonders of 
the World, attracting 
more than six million 
tourists a year. It 
attracts more tourists 
t h a n  a n y  p l a c e 
in India, but the 
monument it seems is 
out of favor from the 
government of Uttar 
Pradesh (UP), where it 
is located. The iconic 

monument, a UNESCO 
world heritage site, 
considered a “symbol 
of love” was not 
featured in the tourism 
booklet issued by the 
UP government last 
week. The 32-page 
booklet titled “Uttar 
Pradesh  Tour i sm: 
Its High Potential”, 
released by State 
Tourism Minister Rita 
Bahuguna, mentions 
a number of Hindu 
and Buddhist religious 

places but gives a miss 
to one of the most 
famous monuments in 
the world. A famous 
writer and a heritage 
expert, accused the 
ruling BharatiyaJanata 
Party (BJP) of playing 
politics over the Taj. 
“The BJP has come 
to power on the basis 
of the discourse that 
only things that are 
identified as Hindu 
are Indians. Taj does 
not fit into their 
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Baitussalam Welfare Trust: 
Refugee Camp Established 
in Syria
BSWT has decided to 
establish a camp for 
the Syrian refugees. 
T h e  p l a n  i s  t o 
accommodate 1 lac 
25 thousand refugees 
in water and cold 
proof strong tents. 
With regards to this 
p lan,  4500 tents 
have already been 
dispatched and work 
is in progress to ship 
off containers of the 

remaining quantity of 
the tents Insha’Allah. 
The objective is to 
provide a safe and 
secure shelter for the 
Syrian refugees in the 
coming winter season.
Also under the refugee 
support program, 11 
containers have been 
dispatched to Turkey 
containing essential 
items for the Syrian 
refugees. These items 

include 1500 tents, 
12500 blanket, 2500o 
pair of shoes and 
6000 adult diapers 
for  pat ient.  The 
companies that have 
sponsored for the 
items are:
Shamsi International, 
Paramount, National 
tent House, Nizam, 
Master Piece and 
FarhajGudwir.

A Kenyan bishop has 
converted to Islam and 
turned his church into 
a mosque. “My church 
was known as Nyalgosi 
God’s Call Church of 
East Africa, but it is 
now NyalgosiJamia 
Mosque ,”  B i s hop 
Cha r l e s  Okwany, 
now Ismael Okwany, 

told The Nairobian. 
“During my tenure as 
a Bishop, I travelled 
to Malindi, Mombasa, 
Nairobi and Tanzania 
to preach the word 
of God “I used to 
take advantage of 
the opportunity to 
study the conduct of 
both Christians and 

Muslims living in the 
areas, and it made 
me conclude that 
Islam is better,” he 
added. Okwany began 
his journey to Islam 
by visiting a Muslim 
leader in Kisii County 
to whom he explained 
his intentions. He was 
then referred 
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The Intellect School: 
Results of the International 
Kangaroo Science 
Competition 2017

A student of  the 
I n t e l l e c t  s c h o o l 
,YumnaNadeem of 
Grade IV recently 
won a gold medal 
in the International 
Kangaroo Sc ience 
Competit ion 2017 
(IKSC). She is a prize 
winner on the national 
level and a Power Bank 
Winner as well.Well 
done Yumna! May you 
bring more accolades 
to the school and Page 2
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Facts, Events & Beliefs
and noted it down. 
Furthermore, there 
is also no proof 
from history that 
Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) mentioned his 
exact date of birth 
nor encouraged his 
followers to hold 
milads or recite 
durood loudly on this 
day.
Neither is it recorded 
from any Sahaba 
that they celebrated 
his date of birth. 
However, he used 
to fast on Mondays, 
irrespective of the 
month and according 
to his Hadith he was 
born on a Monday and 
the deeds are also 
presented to Allah 
(SWT) on Monday. He 
took up this day, not 
as a celebration but as 
a day of Worship.
Hadith References 
[ M a l i k s M u w a t t a 
6 : 2 6 0 6 ]
[MaliksMuwatta 47: 
017] [Tirmidhi 42:008]
Conclusion
His exact date of birth 
and even the month is 
a subject of debate, 
which further proves 
the insignificance of 
birthday celebration 
of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW). So when we say 
that we dearly love 
our Prophet (SAW) 
and therefore there is 
no harm in displaying 
this love on 12 Rabi-

ulAwal, we need to 
analyze ourselves and 
ask ourselves…
If companions of our 
Prophet (SAW) did 
not celebrate Milad 
then why are we 
celebrating it?
Do we love or Prophet 
(SAW) more than his 
closest companions 
who sacrificed their 
lives, family , wealth 
and property for 
him? Do we love our 
Prophet (SAW) more 
than these sahaba? Do 
we know a better way 
of expressing our love 
then the sahaba?Are 
we better Muslims 
than the SahabaKaram 
(RDA)? Are we more 
pious than HazratAbu 
B a k a r , H a z r a t 
Umar , HazratAli 
and HazratUsman 
(RDA)? Are we more 
knowledgeable than 
these companions? 
Obviously Not!
This tradition of 
Milads seeped into 
Muslims culture later 
on and was not part 
of original Islam. It is 
clearly an innovation 
a new thing added 
into Islam which is 
a Bida and therfore 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
celebrated as it was 
not part of original 
Islam practiced by 
the companions at 
the time of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW).

I boarded a flight a 
few hours ago and an 
older Pakistani woman 
( w e a r i n g  h i j a b ) 
boarded but couldn’t 
speak English or find 
her seat, and she had 
difficulty walking.
A Caucasian man in 
seat 1B (of First Class) 
stood up and gave her 
his seat and went all 
the way back to seat 
17A where she was 
assigned.
After landing, I waited 
for him to deplane 
and asked him why he 
did that and what he 
thought of minorities 
in times like this 
(because she visibly 
stood out), and he 
responded:
“I didn’t care about 
her background. I saw 
an old woman who 
looked like she could 
use a break, and it was 
a short flight anyway 
so I didn’t mind sitting 
in the back.
I mentioned that 
it’s the norm to 
be compassionate 
to one another as 
human beings but 
unfortunately it’s 

become a  nob le 
gesture in times like 
this where hate crimes 
are on the rise and the 
political climate has 
taken a dark turn in 
recent months.
He agreed and then 
said, “I didn’t want 
to tell anyone (on the 
plane) that I’m a strict 
white conservative 
(because he had 
helped someone who 
was visibly a minority), 
but if that were my 
mother, I’d hope 
someone else would 
do the same for her.”
I thanked him for his 
compassionate gesture 
and we parted ways.
Moral
It does not matter 
what race you are, 
what religion you 
follow, what color your 
skin is, what language 
you speak, what 
culture you practice, 
what size you are, how 
young or old you are. If 
you have a good, kind 
heart, you will help 
another human being 
as much as you can. 
Let’s find opportunities 
to do wel l  unto 

others. As Muslims, 
we should be even 
kinder than the man in 
the above story. Let’s 
assist our non-Muslim 
neighbors, friends and 
even strangers if we 
see that they need 
our help.  And don’t 
forget to smile! Allah 
will reward you well, 
Insha’Allah.
May Allah (SWT) bless 
all the non-Muslims 
who assist Muslims 
around the world. 
May Allah (SWT) guide 
them to embracing 
Islam someday.Ameen.
Furthermore…
The man who helped 
the old lady (in the 
story) showed us 
that he had a lot of 
compassion for the old 
and needy, regardless 
of their religious 
background.
His last statement is 
key to understanding a 
lot of human behavior. 
Emotional intelligence 
and empathy go a 
long way in building 
bridges and shattering 
st e r e o t y p e s . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
many people rush 
to judgment, cult 
b e h a v i o r,  a n d 
mistreatment due 
to ignorance of “the 
other.”
Sometimes, all it takes 
for growth is one 
moment of sincere 
reflection, placing 
yourself in the shoes 
of others, trying to 
understand what they 
stand for and believe 
in, and defending them 
against discrimination 
and injustice. Societal 
harmony and global 
peace can never 
be established if 
justice is missing, 
and justice can never 
be established if all 
good people are only 
advocates in silence.
( E d i t e d  f r o m  a 
Facebook post by 
Sheikh Suleiman Hani)

16 to 30  november  2017

Bishop reverts to Islam, turns church 
to Mosque

TajMahal dropped from tourism 
booklet for belonging to Islamic 
culture

to Rangwe Imam. 
On September 26, 
Okwany converted 
to Islam and was 
joined by 23 other 
members  of  h i s 
church. Currently, 
the mosque has a 
population of 63 

people after  30 
Muslims who were in 
the entire Kagan ward 
decided to register 
their membership. 
Becoming Muslim, 
Okwany wants to 
study to know more 
about his faith. “I will 

go for a theological 
training on Islamic 
religion to enable me 
to preach the word 
of God in Islam,” he 
added. “I had never 
joined a theology 
class but this will be 
my starting point.”

idea of culture,” 
he  sa id .  “They 

have divided our 
heritage into Hindu 

heritage and Islamic 
her itage.”

Results of The 
Inter-School Table 
Tournament 2017 
(Girls’ Section)

The Inter-School Table 
Tennis Tournament 
was held on Saturday, 
28th October 2017 in 
The Intellect School. 
The cafeteria was 
s pec i a l l y  s e t - up 
and decorated for 
th i s  tournament. 
Three other schools 
besides The Intellect 
School, participated 
in this table tennis 
t o u r n a m e n t : 
Reflections School, 
Manhal Education, 
and Nasra School.
The event began with 
the recitation of the 
Holy Quran. Then the 
Head Mistress of the 
Senior Girls’ Section, 
Mrs. Sarfaraz gave 
an opening speech, 
welcoming all the 
visiting participants 
and their respective 
teams. To keep the 
competition, fair and 
square, guest judges 
were invited to play 

referee so that the 
contest would run 
smoothly  and to 
ensure  max imum 
sportsmanship and 
a fair game among 
all. Alhumdulilah, 
t h e  t o u r n a m e n t 
w e n t  s m o o t h l y 
a n d  d i s c i p l i n e 
w a s  m a i n t a i n e d 
throughout the event. 
The Reflections School 
won the tournament 
while both Nasra 
S choo l  and  The 
Intellect School were 
declared runners-up 
in this inter-school 
sports’ event.
Overall, it was a well-
played match that 
was enjoyed by all. 
The event concluded 
w i t h  t h e  p r i z e 
distribution headed 
by the Principal, Mrs. 
Iqbal as she gave 
away the trophy 
and distributed the 
certificates.

Umrah pilgrims to undergo 
biometric verification from 
December onwards

Pa k i st a n i  U m r a h 
p i l g r ims  w i l l  be 
required to undergo 
biometric verification 
f r o m  D e c e m b e r 
onwards, according 
to the Saudi Embassy 
spokesperson.
The pilgrims will not 
be able to submit 
their applications in 
the Saudi Embassy for 
Umrah visas until their 
fingerprints are taken, 
the spokesperson 

added.
The Saudi Embassy 
explained that the 
biometric verification 
will provide relief to 
the people of Pakistan. 
The people will no 
longer have to wait in 
long queues at Jeddah 
airport anymore, the 
spokesperson added.
Moreover, the relevant 
company, tasked to 
conduct biometric 
ve r i fica t i on ,  ha s 

st a r t e d  t o  t a k e 
fingerprints of future 
Umrah pi lgr ims.
On November 1, it 
was announced that 
all Pakistanis aspiring 
Umrah will have to get 
themselves verified 
first.
T h o u s a n d s  o f 
Pak istan i s  t rave l 
to Saudi Arabia for 
Umrah  annua l l y.

The Saudi Embassy explained that the biometric verification 
will provide relief to the people of Pakistan.

The Intellect School: Results of the 
International Kangaroo Science 
Competition 2017
our country!
However, the good 
news doesn’t  end 
here. The students 
of the school won 
bronze medals in the 
competition as well. 
Their names are as 

fo l lows:
Usman Khalil (Boys 
Section) – Grade IV
 Fatima Al. Zehra 
Ansari – Grade III-D
M u h a m m a d  U m a r 
Salman – Grade III – E
Muhammad FarazHasan 

– Grade III-G
 Mashallah!!
 May Allah (SWT) grant 
The Intellect School, 
more success and make 
these children a light 
of Islam in the world. 
Ameen!
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