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Sins slowly Kkill the heart.

Admonishing sins brings
life to the heart.

NEWS & VIEWS
Muslim boys who insulted
Christianity sentenced to

memorize verses of Quran
that honor Jesus

Unique sentencing from Christian judge in Lebanon, where
insulting religion can be punishable by up to three years in
prison, praised as message of coexistence

Three Lebanese teenagers
who were hauled before
a court on charges of
insulting Christianity have
been handed the unusual
sentence of studying the
references to the Virgin
Mary found in the Quran.

Christian judge Joceline
Matta found the Muslim
boys guilty of ‘contempt of
religion’ for insulting the
Christianity. The charge,

which covers verbal insults
or physical defiling of
religious rites and objects,
can be punishable by up to
three years in prison.

However, when reading out
her verdict in court in the
northern city of Tripoli last
week, the Justice said that
she wanted the teenagers
to learn about Islam’s
reverence for Virgin Mary
calling the law “a school
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and not just a prison”.

Islam also regards Jesus
as a major prophet of
Allah. Mary is honored
in several Islamic texts,
including the Al-Omran
surah, which reads “And
[mention] when the angels
said, ‘O Mary, indeed
Allah has chosen you and
purified you and chosen
you above the women of
the worlds.””

A chapter of the Quran
is named after her -
which Judge Matta said
showed revealed the boys’
ignorance of their own
religion.

The decision was praised by
several prominent Page 2
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‘Be the flower that its gives
fragrance even to the hand that
crushesit.” (Hazrat Ali RDA)

Myanmar bulldozes what

is left of Rohingya Muslim

villages

First, their villages were burned to the ground. Now, Myanmar’s
government is using bulldozers to erase them from the earth.

Satellite images of
Myanmar’s troubled
Rakhine state show that
dozens of empty villages
and hamlets have been
leveled by authorities in
recent weeks — far more
than previously reported.

The villages were all
set ablaze in the wake
of violence last August,
when a brutal clearance
operation by security
forces drove hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya into
exile in Bangladesh.

While Myanmar’s
government claims it’s
simply trying to rebuild
a devastated region, the
operation has raised deep
concern among human
rights advocates, who
say the government is
destroying what amounts
to scores of crime scenes
before any credible
investigation takes place.

I

The operation has also
horrified the Rohingya, who
believe the government is
intentionally eviscerating
the dwindling remnants
of their culture to make it
nearly impossible for them
to return.

One displaced Rohingya
woman, whose village was
among those razed, said
she recently visited her
former home in Myin Hlut
and was shocked by what
she saw. Most houses had
been torched last year,
but now, “everything is
gone, not even the trees
are left,” the woman,
named Zubairia, told by

.““They just
bulldozed everything ... |
could hardly recognize it.”

The 18-year-old said other
homes in the same area
that had been abandoned
but not damaged were

telephone;

also flattened. “All the
memories that | had
there are gone,” she said.
“They’ve been erased.”

Myanmar’s armed forces
are accused not just of
burning Muslim villages
with the help of Buddhist
mobs, but of carrying
out massacres, rapes and
widespread looting. The
latest crisis in Rakhine
state began in Page?2
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Baitussalam Welfare
Trust: Winter clothings

distributed in all 4
provinces

With the cooperation of
the BST Quranic centers
which are distributed all
over Pakistan, the Trust
distributed amongst
the needy people of
Pakistan, winter clothing

and accessories during
the winter season which
has now come to pass.
Jackets, sweaters, socks,
blankets, shawls, stitched
and unstitched clothes

and ladies duppattas
were amongst the items
distributed. Some of the
areas in which these things
were distributed are: Banu,
Bolan, Talagang, Thatta,
Jati, Thari Mairwa, Chitral,
Mirpurkhas, Larkana,
Mehrabpur, Shikarpur,
Umarkot, Jhal Magsi,
Jharak, Swat, Gauspur,
Sadigabad, Faizabad,
Garam Chashma, and
Ghundwa.

Baitussalam Education
Foundation: Good news for
Pakistani students-Turkiye
Diyanet Vakfi announces
scholarships

> 7

GOOD NEWS FOR
PAKISTAN! STUDENTSI

with kawe ﬁlnnst \-'ckﬁ Is pleawd 1o announes fully
patd scholarships for Pakistant students In Turkey's
secondary and higher education programs,

In an agreement signed
between BEF and Turkiye
Diyanet Foundation,
students of middle school
born in 2002 or after can
apply for scholarship for
higher studies in Turkish
educational institutes. In
the same manner, students
of FSC or FA born in 1997
or after can also apply
for scholarship. These
scholarships will be for a

4 years degree programme
and all expenses from
tickets to boarding and
lodging and tuition fee
and living expenses will be
taken care of by Diyanet
foundation.

It is a very good
opportunity for those
students who meet the
qualifying criteria to study
in a leading Islamic state

Quran & Qaidas
distributed amongst
Quranic Centers

BST, in the last few days,
had more than 1500 sets
of Quran with complete
qaidas, distributed
amongst the people
associated with the its
various Quranic Centers
across Pakistan.

Jamia Baitussalam

Students show off their
mental and physical

prowess Various
competitions were

recently held at the Jamia
Baitussalam Talagang
in which students of

conventional education
showed of their physical
and mental prowess.
Salauhuddin house stood
first in the spelling bee
competition and and
Qassim house stood 2nd. In
the Tug of war competition
Qassim house stood first
and Khalid house stood
second.

E-BAITUSSALAM:
Making its MARK!

It has been one whole year
since E-Baitussalam was
successfully launched. The
online portal has been the
school for authentic Islamic
learning for students of
all ages and professions
across the globe. Run by
a team of 18 to 20 people
dedicated to the cause of
spreading comprehensive
and authentic Islamic
education to different
parts of the globe,
E-Baitussalam has been a
huge success.

So far, 26,000 participants
have benefited from the
numerous live sessions.
A staggering amount of
75,000 participants have
viewed recorded lessons
on the site (classes are
recorded and put up
on the website after
each live session). 81%
of the participants are
from Pakistan, while the
remaining participants

are from UAE, Saudi
Arabia, US and Canada.
The online platform is
flexible, allowing students
to work around their own
daily schedules with ease:
62% of the participants
access the E-Baitussalam’
platform through their
smart devices, while on
the go.

The platform has had
more than 4300 additional
account registrations in
the past twelve months
alone, as people have
showed their interest and
registered on the website..
In an entire month, 2400
active users learn about
various different topics
that they can then apply
in their daily lives, striving
to live the ideal Muslim
life. Two graduation
ceremonies have already
been held for the proud
students of E-Baitussalam;
with the second

WWW.BAITUSSALAM.ORG

graduation ceremony
having taken place only
recently in December
of 2017. More than 100
students graduated at that
ceremony.

E-Baitussalam has
successfully conducted 38
different online courses
in the past one year.
The top four courses
include Basic Arabic
Language, (Advanced)
Arabic Language, Daura-
tul-Qur’an, and Tafseer
of the 30th Para. Other
courses include Namaz
Course, Seerat Course,
Time Management, Hadith
Course, Cleanliness and
Purity in Islam, Two
special courses just for
girls called Girls Galaxy
and Muslima Musings and
much more. Courses are
available in both English
and Urdu languages, so
that students are free to
choose whichever Page 2

MUSLIM YOUTH -
THE STRUGGLE TO

MAINTAIN THE

ISLAMIC PERSONALITY
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Facts, Event & Beliefs

CITIES MOST LIKELY
T0 RUN OUT OF
DRINKING WATER
LIKE CAPE TOWN

(Part 2)
6. Moscow

One-quarter of the
world’s fresh water
reserves are in Russia, but
the country is plagued
by pollution problems
caused by the industrial
legacy of the Soviet era.

That is specifically
worrying for Moscow,
where the water supply
is 70% dependent on

surface water.

Official regulatory bodies
admit that 35% to 60%
of total drinking water
reserves in Russia do not
meet sanitary standards

7. Istanbul

According to official
Turkish government
figures, the country is
technically in a situation
of a water stress, since
the per capita supply fell
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Klndle the fire of knowledge and meet the basic
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MUSLIM YOUTH -
THE STRUGGLE TO

MAINTAIN THE
ISLAMIC PERSONALITY

Role of Parents

Part of staying in the right
atmosphere is the role that
parents play in their daugh-
ters’ and sons’ lives. Parents
are responsible for watching
who their kids associate
with and who their friends
are. They must strive to gain
their children’s trust by ac-

tively involving themselves
in their lives while encourag-
ing extra-curricular activities
that give their children the
chance to meet and become
friends with righteous peers.
Such friends will plant the
seeds of belonging to the
wider Muslim community,
and preserve their identity
as Muslims. Parents should

BAIT-US-SALAM UPDATES
Raudha-tus-Salam

Students learned about the
relationship between the
sun, moon and the earth in

their science class through them accordingly on the
visual representation and multi media. This was for the
a video was also shown to

always strive to promote in
their kids the Islamic stan-
dards of Halal and Haram as
the natural reference point
in their lives. The most com-
mon mistake Muslim par-
ents make is limiting their
own roles in the family to
only that of the provider
which leads, in so many cas-
es, to dysfunctional relation-
ships with their teens as it
leaves the youth vulnerable
to the influences and pres-
sures from their peers.

Characteristics of an Islamic
Friendship

Islam has defined friendship
in a manner that many of us
in the West are not accus-
tomed to. Islam bases ties
and relations not on benefit-
ting each other in worldly
affairs but rather in our
struggle for success in the
Akhirah by seeking the plea-
sure of Allah(SWT). Islam
recognizes the importance
of such relationships and
has set guidelines for us to
follow on how to maintain
them:

Loving Friends for the sake
of Allah (SWT)- This means
that we would undertake ac-
tions to help a friend or fur-
ther our relationship with
them for the sake of Allah
even though they may go
against our personal inter-
ests.

The Prophet (SAW) said:
“Whoever would like to
taste the sweetness of Iman
(belief) then let him love a
person only for Allah’s sake.”
[Ahmad]

Generosity and Kindness -
Sharing wealth with others
is greatly encouraged in Is-
lam. This builds trust and

students of Saf Sani.

Jamia Baitussalam Lil

Bannat;

Students participated fervorinthe composition held.

with enthusiasm and writing competition
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1. The person is who performs ;;ﬂz::‘:r::jtj'_;s‘the pilgnimwho
Hajj-e-lfrad is called ____ I 5. The pilgrim who performs this

2. Yaum-e-Arafat falls on Zil Hajj

3. Pilgrims collect pebbles for stoning

the devil from

Answers Feb'18-2

Across: 1-Haashim; 2-Figh; 3-Tafseer
Down: 4-Al Amin; 5-Qiraat; 6-Khalid

type of Hajj does Hajj and Umrah
together.

6. Pilgrim should reach Mina on
the 8th of Zil Hujj before

prayers.

Note: Answers to be published in the
March’18-2 issue of TIB

closeness amongst people.
It can be difficult for Mus-
lims to grasp this principle
especially when they are af-
fected by Western concepts
that promote selfishness
and irresponsibility towards
others. Giving without ex-
pecting anything in return is
uncommon in the West
even amongst friends.

Imam Bukhari narrated that
the Prophet (SAW) said,
“None amongst you believes
(truly) till one likes for his
brother, that which he loves
for his himself.” [Bukhari]

Giving gifts has also been
recommended by the
Prophet (SAW) and he ex-
plained that it strengthens
the relationship between
people.

It was narrated by al-Bukhari
that the Prophet (SAW) said:
“Give gifts and you will love
one another” [Bukhari]

Kindness to our friends,
helping them in need and
consoling them in times of
grief should become natural
to us for everyone needs
help, a shoulder to cry on
and someone to share their

joy.

Concealing the Faults of
Friends - It is important to
conceal the faults of a friend.
This does not mean that we
ignore them; it means that
we advise our brothers of
their faults in private and
help them overcome their
shortcomings.

Hazrat Abu Hurayrah (RDA)
narrated that the Prophet
(SAW) said: “He who con-
ceals (the faults) of a Mus-
lim, Allah would conceal his
faults in the world and in the

Facts, Events & Beliefs

below 1,700 cubic metres
in 2016.

Local experts have
warned that the situation
could worsen to water
scarcity by 2030.

In recent years, heavily
populated areas like
Istanbul (14 million
inhabitants) have begun
to experience shortages
in the drier months.

The city’s reservoir levels
declined to less than 30
percent of capacity at the
beginning of 2014.

8. Mexico City

Water shortages are
nothing new for many of
the 21 million inhabitants
of the Mexican capital.

One in five get just a few
hours from their taps a
week and another 20%
have running water for
just part of the day.

The city imports as much
as 40% of its water from
distant sources but has
no large-scale operation
for recycling wastewater.
Water losses because
of problems in the
pipe network are also
estimated at 40%.

9. London

Of all the cities in the
world, London is not the
first that springs to mind
when one thinks of water
shortages.

The reality is very
different. With an
average annual rainfall of
about 600mm (less than
the Paris average and only
about half that of New
York), London draws 80%
of its water from rivers
(the Thames and Lea).

According to the Greater
London Authority, the
city is pushing close to
capacity and is likely to
have supply problems
by 2025 and “serious
shortages” by 2040.

It looks likely that
hosepipe bans could
become more common in
the future.

Hereafter. Allah is at the
back of a servant so long as
the servant is at the back of
his brother.” [Muslim]

Prohibition of Backbiting,
Slander, Envy, Jealousy &
Grudges - The relationship
of friendship is one of trust
as a good Muslim is trust-
worthy and not deceitful. He
does not betray nor back-
bite. In reality this makes the
relationship between
friends in Islam stronger
than friendship according to
Western concepts as there is
no constant worry about
whether vyour friend is
speaking ill of you to other
people or betraying you. Is-
lam has prohibited backbit-
ing and slander - thus re-
moving the cause of
suspicion and doubt
amongst people:

“O you who believe! Avoid
much suspicions, indeed
some suspicions are sins.
And spy not, neither back-
bite one another. Would one
of you love to eat the flesh
of his dead brother. You ab-
hor that (so abhor the oth-
er)! And keep your duty to
Allah. Lo! Allah is Relenting,
Merciful.” [Quran, 49:12]

Islam also forbids envy and
jealousy which are the com-
mon causes of problems
amongst friends.

The Prophet (SAW) said: “Do
not have malice against a
Muslim; do not be envious
of other Muslims; do not go
against a Muslim and for-
sake him. Oh the slaves of
Allah! Be like brothers with
each other. It is not violable
for a Muslim to desert his
brother for over three days.”
[Muslim & Tirmidhi]

10. Tokyo

The Japanese capital
enjoys precipitation levels
similar to that of Seattle
on the US west coast,
which has a reputation for
rain. Rainfall, however, is
concentrated during just
four months of the year.

That water needs to be
collected, as a drier-than-
expected rainy season
could lead to a drought.
At least 750 private and
public buildings in Tokyo
have rainwater collection
and utilization systems.

Home to more than 30
million people, Tokyo
has a water system that
depends 70% on surface
water (rivers, lakes, and
melted snow).

Recent investment in the
pipeline infrastructure
aims also to reduce waste
by leakage to only 3% in
the near future.

11. Miami

The US state of Florida is
among the five US states
most hit by rain every
year. However, there is a
crisis brewing in its most
famous city, Miami.

An early 20th Century
project to drain
nearby swamps had
an unforeseen result;
water from the Atlantic
Ocean contaminated
the Biscayne Aquifer, the
city’s main source of fresh
water.

Although the problem
was detected in the
1930s, seawater still leaks
in, especially because
the American city has
experienced faster
rates of sea level rise,
with water breaching
underground defense
barriers installed in
recent decades.

Neighboring cities are
already struggling.
Hallandale Beach, which
is just a few miles north
of Miami, had to close six
of its eight wells due to
saltwater intrusion.

Muslim boys who insulted Christianity
sentenced to memorize verses of Quran that
honor Jesus

Lebanese public figures and politicians and caused a stir on social media.

Prime Minister Saad Hariri said the sentence was the “epitome of justice” and
promotes coexistence between Muslims and Christians together through the
“teaching of common ideas”.

Myanmar bulldozes what is left of Rohingya
Muslim villages

August after Rohingya insurgents launched a series of unprecedented attacks on
security posts.

The government has spoken of plans to rebuild the region for months, and it
has been busily expanding roads, repairing bridges, and constructing shelters,
including dozens at a large transit camp at Taungpyo, near the Bangladesh border.
The camp opened in January to house returning refugees; but none have arrived
and Rohingya have continued to flee.

Chris Lewa, whose Arakan Project monitors the persecuted Muslim minority’s
plight, said the degree to which the villages had been razed would make it even
harder for the Rohingya, who have no citizenship and few rights, to ever reclaim
their land.

“Everything is wiped away, and this is very concerning, because these are crime
scenes,” he said. “There’s been no credible investigation of these crimes. And so,

E-BAITUSSALAM: Making its MARK!

subject they wish to join.

For more information, visit our website www.baitussalam.org/learning or follow us
on our Facebook page https: //www.facebook.com/EBaitussalam/

You can also email the E-Baitussalam Team for further information at elearning@
baitussalam.org.
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BAITUSSALAM
FOOD BANK

Your food can make someone happy
for distribution of your excess
and left over food

in a befitting manner to the needy

PLEASE CONTACT
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KARACHI
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ISLAMABAD
0342-5409809

FAISALABAD
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