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No prayer room for visitors 
at 2018 Winter Olympics

Israeli air strikes against 
Syria ‘biggest since 1982’

Baitussalam Quranic 
Centers: Examinations 
Conducted

Intellect School: 
Achievement at the Art 
Beat – National Child Art 
Competition

The Korea Tourism 
Organization (KTO) has 
cancelled plans for a 
mobile prayer room in 
Gangneung for tourists at 
the 2018 Winter Olympics 
after strong opposition by 
anti-Muslim campaigners, 
t h e  c i t y  t o u r i s m 
department’s chief said. 

While just 0.2 percent of 
South Korea’s population 
of 51 million is Muslim, 
the KTO decided to build 
a prayer room to promote 
a  “Mus l im-f r iendly 
Korea” during the Winter 

Olympics, which start on 
Friday and increase the 
number of Muslim tourists.

But  a f ter  “s t rong 
opposition” from some 
groups, city officials in 
Gangneung cancelled the 
plans.

“We had strong opposition 
from some religious 
groups who opposed the 
installation and threatened 
protests during the Winter 
Olympics,” Gangneung 
city government tourism 
division chief said.

“We sat down with them 
for talks, but in the end, 
we had to cancel the 
plans,” he added. 

He also said he did not 
expect “such an extreme 
backlash from the group”. 

“We thought it’d be nice 
to offer a prayer room 
facility at the Gangneung 
station,” he explained, 
adding that he thought the 
opposition to the plan was 
“very regrettable”. 

A KTO press release 
last year confirmed one 
of its aims was that 
“the provision of travel 
convenience should be 
strengthened in order to 
increase their satisfaction 
and to encourage repeat 
visits”.

T h e  Ko r e a n 

The response was the 
“most significant attack” 
of its kind against Syria 
since the 1982 Lebanon 
war, said senior Israeli air 
force general.

The F-16 jet went down 
during a mission that 
followed an Iranian drone 

launch into Israeli territory, 
Israel says.

The two pilots parachuted 
to safety before 

A team from the education 
cell of Baitussalam 

Welfare Trust visited the 
interior Sindh regions to 

conduct examinations 
at the BWT Quranic 
centers. The exams were 
conducted in 55 centers 
located in Shikarpur, Thal 
, Jacobabad, Larkana, 
Ghauspur  Kashmur, 
Mehrabpur, Thari Mirwa 
and Faiz Ganj. 

Intellect school girls 
participated in the National 
Child Art Competition and 
brought laurels to the 
school. The participants 
were given the theme : My 
Likes, My Dream, My City 
My Village. The ‘Prize of 
Honor’ was awarded to:  
Fatima Zeeshan of Grade 
II and  Ayesha Ghori  of 
Grade VIII. Their artwork 
will be exhibited in Lahore, 
Karachi and Islamabad 

Insha’Allah.  

Art Beat Special Awards 
were bagged by: 

Zunairah Khan KG II- G, 
Rafiya Rehman II, Hafsa 
Waqas III, Hareem Zeeshan 
V, Arwa Azeem VIII and 
Suzana Khan IX

Well done, girls!

Annual Qirat Competition: 

Annual Qirat Competition 
1439/2018 was organized 
by The Intellect School - 

Junior Section on Friday, 
2nd Feb 2018.

MashaAllah the students 
mesmerized the audience 
by their recitation and 
performance.

Results: 

Class I-Tanisha Tariq ID: 
First , Munfirah Faheem IC: 
Second  and Syed Ibrahim 
Shah  IH: Third.

Class II- Simra binte Haneef 
IIA: First, Naqi Ismail IIF: 
Second and Syed Taha 
Hasan IIE: Third.

Class III -Umer Salam IIIE: 
First, Ayesha Dhedhi IIIA: 
Second, and Fatima Al 
Zahra Ansari IIID: Third.

“Be steadfast in patience.” 
(Quran -11:115)

Rather than stressing about 
things we cannot control, pray 
to the one in control and find 
relief.
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The organizers confirmed there will not be prayer rooms for 
visitors at the 2018 Olympics 

Israel says it has inflicted huge damage on Syrian air defences 
after one of its fighter jets was brought down during a raid over 
Syria.
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Facts, Events & Beliefs

(Part-1)

Despite covering about 
70% of the Earth’s surface, 
water, especially drinking 
water, is not as plentiful 
as one might think. Only 
3% of it is fresh.

Over one billion people 
lack access to water and 
another 2.7 billion find 
it scarce for at least one 
month of the year. A 2014 
survey of the world’s 500 
largest cities estimates 

that one in four are in 
a situation of “water 
stress”

According to UN-
endorsed projections, 
global demand for fresh 
water will exceed supply 
by 40% in 2030, thanks to 
a combination of climate 
change, human action 
and population growth.

It shouldn’t be a surprise, 
then, that Cape Town 
is just the tip of the 
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(source:mission Islam)

The dire consequences of 
the absence of Islam as the 
governing system of today’s 
society are manifesting 
themselves in all aspects of 
our lives. The detrimental 
effects of not having the Is-

lamic social system can be 
felt regardless of whether 
we live in the Muslim lands 
or elsewhere. There is noth-
ing more painful than seeing 
our youth grow up amidst a 
non-Islamic atmosphere 
leading, in some cases, to 
Muslim youth losing their Is-

lamic identity, their values 
and even their Deen. 

When one examines why 
some youth deviate, a sim-
ple but terrifying fact is 
brought to light - most of the 
time, the cause is the influ-
ence of the friends that sur-
round them. The task of 
choosing the right friends 
and companions is essential 
to preserving our identity. 
Befriending righteous and 
virtuous Muslims is one of 
the prerequisites for staying 
on the Straight Path and 
pleasing Allah (SWT).

Although most of us would 
strive to maintain our Islam-
ic identity within our family, 
we sometimes overlook 
who our youth are associat-
ing with when they are out-
side the house or on the 
computer. Islam has given us 
a road map to navigate 
through our lives in order to 
succeed both in Dunya and 
Akhirah. We must always 
abide by the hukm sharai’ in 
all aspects of our lives and 
choosing the right friends is 
no exception. 

Staying in the Correct Atmo-
sphere 

Maintaining the correct at-
mosphere is vital for a Mus-
lim to be able to avoid devia-
tion from the right path. The 
type of atmosphere that ex-
ists amongst some of the 
youth today is corrupt, 
where the topics of discus-
sion usually revolve around 
the opposite sex and ‘show-
ing off’ to each other. This 
type of atmosphere only 

serves to agitate the nafs of 
people and can potentially 
lead them further away 
from Islam. 

It was narrated that the 
Prophet (SAW) , “The exam-
ple of a good companion in 
comparison with a bad one 
is like that of the musk seller 
and the blacksmith’s bellows 
(or furnace); from the first 
you would either buy musk 
or enjoy its good smell while 
the bellows would either 
burn your clothes, or you get 
a bad nasty smell thereof.” 
[Bukhari] 

Islam recognizes that friends 
have a strong influence on 
people and that their pres-
ence will affect the strength 
of their relationship with Al-
lah (SWT).

The Prophet (SAW) said, “A 
person follows the Deen 
(way of life) of his close 
friend; therefore let each of 
you look carefully at whom 

he chooses for friends.” [Tir-
midhi] 

A Muslim should choose 
friends who will advise him 
and remind him of Allah 
(SWT) rather than lure him 
to the path of Shaytan. It is 
therefore important for a 
Muslim to choose good 
friends. The love between 
two Muslim friends is such 
that they will confide in each 
other, help each other in 
times of need and difficulty, 
and strengthen each other’s 
commitment to the Deen of 
Allah (SWT). The Prophet 
(SAW) encouraged Muslims 
who have love for each oth-
er not to keep it to 
themslves. 

It has been narrated by al-
Bukhari that the Prophet 
(SAW), “If one of you loves 
his brother for Allah’s sake, 
then let him tell him since it 
causes familiarity to endure 
and firmly establishes love.” 
[Bukha

Note: Answers will be published in 
the March’18-1 issue of  TBB

Answers Puzzle Feb’18-1
Across: 1-Canberra; 2-Manama; 3-Belgrade
Down: 4-Ulaanbaatar; 5-Kabul; 6-Riyadh
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Israeli air strikes against Syria ‘biggest since 
1982’

No prayer room for visitors at 2018 Winter 
Olympics

the crash in northern Israel.

Israel says it responded with a second wave of strikes on both Syrian and Iranian 
military targets operating inside Syria.

Israeli air strikes in Syria are not unusual, but the loss of an Israeli fighter jet marks 
a serious escalation.

Later on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu held a meeting with his military 
chiefs. He said Israel wanted peace but would defend itself “against any attack 
against us or any attempt by Iran to establish itself against us in Syria”.

In other developments:

A Turkish helicopter was shot down as the country continued its offensive against 
Kurdish fighters in northern Syria. Two soldiers on board were killed, the Turkish 
military says

UN Human Rights Commissioner Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein said the past week was one 
of the bloodiest in Syria since the conflict began in 2011 - with at least 277 civilian 
deaths reported

Jamia Baitussalam, 
Talagang: Arabic Calligraphy 
skills taught

Raudha-tus-Salam: Arabic 
Bazaar experienced by the 
students

The students of Saf ul Sani 
recently held an Arabic 

bazaar at school. The little 
stall keepers showed of their 

Arabic skills by displaying and 
talking about their wares in 
Arabic. There was a jewelry 
stall, medicines counter, 
vegetables and fruits and 
clothes along with other 
goodies. Students of other 
classes visited the stalls as 
pretend customers. It was 
a fun and learning activity 
enjoyed by all participants. 

iceberg. Here are the 
other 11 cities most likely 
to run out of water.

1. São Paulo
Brazil’s financial capital 
and one of the 10 most 
populated cities in the 
world went through a 
similar ordeal to Cape 
Town in 2015, when the 
main reservoir fell below 
4% capacity.

At the height of the crisis, 
the city of over 21.7 
million inhabitants had 
less than 20 days of water 
supply and police had to 
escort water trucks to 
stop looting.

It is thought a drought 
that affected south-
eastern Brazil between 
2014 and 2017 was to 
blame, but a UN mission 
to São Paulo was critical 
of the state authorities 
“lack of proper planning 
and investments”.

The water crisis was 
deemed “finished” in 
2016, but in January 2017 
the main reserves were 
15% below expected for 
the period - putting the 
city’s future water supply 
once again in doubt.

2. Bangalore
Local officials in the 
southern Indian city have 
been bamboozled by the 
growth of new property 
developments following 
Bangalore’s rise as a 
technological hub and are 
struggling to manage the 
city’s water and sewage 
systems.

To make matters worse, 
the city’s antiquated 
plumbing needs an urgent 
upheaval; a report by 
the national government 
found that the city loses 
over half of its drinking 
water to waste.

Like China, India struggles 
with water pollution and 
Bangalore is no different: 
an in-depth inventory of 
the city’s lakes found that 
85% had water that could 
only be used for irrigation 
and industrial cooling.

3. Beijing
The World Bank classifies 
water scarcity as when 
people in a determined 
location receive less than 
1,000 cubic metres of 
fresh water per person a 
year.

In 2014, each of the 
more than 20 million 
inhabitants of Beijing had 
only 145 cubic metres.

China is home to almost 
20% of the world’s 
population but has only 

7% of the world’s fresh 
water.

A Columbia University 
study estimates that 
the country’s reserves 
declined 13% between 
2000 and 2009.

And there’s also a pollution 
problem. Official figures 
from 2015 showed that 
40% of Beijing’s surface 
water was polluted to the 
point of not being useful 
even for agriculture or 
industrial use.

The Chinese authorities 
have tried to address 
the problem by creating 
massive water diversion 
projects. They have also 
introduced educational 
programs, as well as price 
hikes for heavy business 
users.

4. Cairo
Once crucial to the 
establishment of one 
of the world’s greatest 
civilizations, the River 
Nile is struggling in 
modern times.

It is the source of 97% 
of Egypt’s water but 
also the destination of 
increasing amounts of 
untreated agricultural 
and residential waste.

World Health Organization 
figures show that Egypt 
ranks high among lower 
middle-income countries 
in terms of the number of 
deaths related to water 
pollution.

The UN estimates critical 
shortages in the country 
by 2025.

5. Jakarta

Like many coastal cities, 
the Indonesian capital 
faces the threat of rising 
sea levels.

But in Jakarta the 
problem has been made 
worse by direct human 
action. Because less 
than half of the city’s 10 
million residents have 
access to piped water, 
illegal digging of wells 
is rife. This practice is 
draining the underground 
aquifers, almost literally 
deflating them.

As a consequence, about 
40% of Jakarta now 
lies below sea level, 
according to World Bank 
estimates.

To make things worse, 
aquifers are not being 
replenished despite 
heavy rain because the 
prevalence of concrete 
and asphalt means that 
open fields cannot absorb 
rainfall.

( to be continued….)

J a m i a  B a i t u s s a l a m 
Talagang, along with 
providing Hifz and Islamic 
education also provides 
conventional educational. 
Skills development is also 

an important part of the 
curriculum. Amongst athletic 
skills and other academic 
skills, Islamic calligraphy, is 
also an important part of 
the curriculum. Students, 

Masha’Allah master this art. 

Recently the students of the 
Arabic department showed 
of their calligraphic skills 
in an exhibition held at the 
institute. It was a tremendous 
display of art and skills. 

The students’ skills are 
honed by having them work 
on Islamic literature that is 
developed in written format 
at the institute. 

BAIT-US-SALAM UPDATES 

Muslim Federation (KMF) expressed its disappointment with the decision, adding 
that the “Olympic Games should go beyond a single nation, race, culture and 
religion to achieve harmonisation”.

“This decision demonstrates that we, as a host country, lack thoughtful 
understanding,” Lee Ju-hwa, a KMF representative said in a statement.

“Instead of claiming that the installation of a prayer room is preferential treatment 
given to a certain religion, we need to raise awareness that it was to consider 
others with different faith and beliefs,” he added. 
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