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The duniya is not the resting place,
it's the testing place.

Don’t depend too much on anyone in this |

world because even your own shadow
leaves you when in in darkness.

News & Views

US commission
recommends
further changes
in Pakistani
textbooks

“Emphasis on Islamic faith despite
Pakistan’s religious diversity, throughout
the curriculum, Islam is projected as the
paramount feature of Pakistan and the
Pakistani identity.”

In the name of “curriculum

development”, the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
in consultation with a local
NGO has recommended
further review of the Pakistani
textbooks insisting that
overemphasis on Islam as
being the “only correct” faith
must be eliminated from the
school textbooks.

In its report “TEACHING
INTOLERANCE IN PAKISTAN-
Religious bias in Public School
textbooks”, the USCIRF
report also said that the
foremost reoccurring trend
in textbooks from all grade
levels is an overemphasis on
the glorification of war and
war heroes.

“In particular, the conquest
of Sindh by Muhammad bin
Qasim and 17 famous attacks
by Sultan Mehmood Ghaznavi
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are included proudly in every
textbook. Highlighting these
two events as the beginning
of civilization in the sub-
continent, while ignoring the
evolution of art, architecture,
and culture, remains a key
problem in textbooks.,” the
report said, adding, “In post-
independence history, wars
with India are emphasized
and examples of peace
initiatives are largely ignored,
resulting in an unbalanced
historical discourse focused
on intractable conflict. This
narrow nationalism only
fulfills the task of educating
Pakistanis in the most
superficial way.”

For this report, issued
by the USCIRF recently,
Pakistan-based Peace and
Education Foundation (PEF)
has conducted a

study and prepared Page 2
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Dutch parliament approves
partial face veil ban

“Everyone has the right to dress as he or she wishes,”

statement announcing the law.”

A Law, pending senate’s
approval, outlaws face
veils, ski masks and helmets
in some public places, but
not the streets.

France and Belgium have
completely banned wearing
face veils in public .The
Dutch parliament has
overwhelmingly voted to
ban face veils in some
public places, a law the
government said was
essential for security, but
which opponents said
pandered to anti-Muslim
sentiment.

The law, passed by the lower
house but still requiring the
senate’s approval, bans
veils and other items that
hide the face such as ski
masks and helmets in places
including government
buildings, public transport,
schools and hospitals.

The motion “to ban all

clothing which completely
covers the face” from
government buildings was
approved by 132 members
in the 150-seat house,
including Prime Minister
Mark Rutte’s ruling Liberal-
Labour coalition.

Violating the Dutch law
would incur a fine of €405
(5430).

It does not ban wearing
full-face coverings on the
street, which has long been
a demand of Geert Wilders’
anti-Islam opposition
Freedom Party (PVV), which
is leading in polls ahead of
elections in March.

His election campaign
appears to have been
given a boost thanks to the
publicity from his trial on
charges of hate speech in a
Dutch court over comments
he made about Moroccans
living in the country.

the government said in a

“How do we even know
there’s a woman under this
Islamic textile?” said PVV
lawmaker Machiel de Graaf.

“It might as well be a
well-trained jihadist who
completed his training in
Raqqa of course,” he said in
a parliamentary debate last
week.

Few women in the
Netherlands wear face veils.
The state broadcaster, said
between 100 to 500 women
in The Netherlands wear
the covering, most of them
occasionally.

Full and partial face veils
divide opinion in Europe.
France and Belgium have

completely banned wearing
veils in public and some
other European countries
have local or regional
restrictions.

“Everyone has the right to
dress as he or she wishes,”
the government said in a
statement announcing the
law.

“That freedom is limited
only where it is essential for
people to see each other,
for example to ensure good
service or security.”

The Dutch cabinet had
approved the plan in mid-
2015, but decided not to go
as far as banning wearing
veils on the street.

Bait-us-Salam Updates

Jamia Bait-us-Salam, Karachi: Mid-Term
Exammatlon Results and Award Ceremony

Recently an award
ceremony was held at the
Jamia Bait-us-Salam , Link
Road Karachi, to honor
the students of Dars-e-
Nizami and Asr-e-Uloom,
who performed well in

Start Now

their mid-term exams. The
results included 197 from
397 students achieving
outstanding performance
award and 44 students
gained a position. To be an
outstanding performer a
student must achieve 80%
and above marks whereas
to achieve a position, a
student must get 90% and
above marks.

In the ceremony, students

gave speeches in English
and Arabic both and also
presented poems. The
announcements of the
awards were made by
NazimEductaionist Mufti
Tauheed and the chief guest
of this grand ceremony
was the head of Wifag-ul-
Madaris, HazratShiekh-ul-
Hadith, MaulanaSaleem-
Ullah Khan Hifz-Ullah.
In his speech he praised
the efforts being made by
Jamia Bait-us-Salam and
also commented on the
great performance by the
students in their academics.

The awards were
distributed by Hazrat Mufti
Abdul JabbarHifz-Ullah.

Before the distribution of
the awards, the MOC of
the ceremony called up on
the stage soe of the young
students of Jamia, and
asked the audience to test
their Hifz knowledge by
asking them recite any ayat
number of any surah from
the Quran. Not only that,
the students could also be
asked to recite the Quran
in a particular way and also
mention the page number of
the ayah. On the students’
performance the audience
was awe struck and the hall
resonated with the calls of
Subhan’Allah, Masha’Allah
and Barak’Allah!

Lahore Awards Ceremony:

Recently, on 30th
November, a boy from
Contemporary Education
of JamiaBait-us-Salam
was invited at Awan-e-
Igbal ceremony Lahore
of awards distribution
of position holders from
all over Pakistan. Due to
high security, only the
candidates were requested

to come even teachers and
parents were not allowed
as well. Chairman of the
education of Pakistan took
his personal responsibility
of the students. Firstly, they
went to the Rawalpindi
Board on 28th November
from there they were
escorted by the police the
whole journey to Lahore.
They arrived in Lahore
in the late dusk. Soon
after, they were guided to
their residence, Shalimar
Hotel. The next Day, they
ventured to Awan-e-Igbal
for the rehearsal. After
the rehearsal they were
directly ordered to go
their hotel. Due to security
reasons, they were not

allowed to Visit Lahore.
Further, the police was on
guard all the time outside
the hotel. Finally, on
Wednesday, they went to
the Awan-e-Igbal for the
ceremony in which the
Chief Minister of Punjab,
Mian Muhammad Shabaz
Sharif was the celebrity.
As planned, the ceremony
started when our celebrity
arrived in the hall. After
that, our prize distribution
started and Chief Justice
gave himself the awards
to the students. Later, he
delivered a speech on the
importance of education.
After, they directly
returned to the Rawalpindi
Board at 10pm.

Bait-us-Salam Welfare Trust
Quranic Centers: The Process of
Examinations is on at the Various
Quranic Centers

Under the supervision
of BSWT, many Quranic

centers have been
established across
Pakistan. It is important

that the quality of Quranic
education being imparted
at these centers is not
only very superior but
also maintained. Hence
the performance of the
students enrolled there
is tested at the local

level every two months
and at the national level
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every six month. This way
the performance of the
teachers is also tested.

Recently exams were held
at 9 centers of Chitral,
7 in GaramChasma , 5 in
Shankosh Awai r and 5 from
the Gadap Town area in
Karachi.

The examination process
in on at the rest of the
centers.
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It’s the time of year when
the earth’s axis is most
tilted away from the
sun giving us the coldest
season of the year when
the weather becomes
characterized by unsettled
and windy weather.

Winter is a fascinating time
of year and we have some
interesting facts about the
season.

Winter is

There are two different
dates when Winter could be
said to begin, depending on
whether we are referring
to the Meteorological or
Astronomical winter.

Winter defined by the
Earth’s orbit around the
sun, begins on the Equinox
and Solstice which falls on
21 or 22 December.

However, when recording
and comparing climate
data, it is important to
have set dates that can
be compared and so for
this reason a fixed date
of the 1 December is used
to mark the start of the

meteorological Winter.

Eanth is clasest to
the sun in Winter
You might surprise to
know that in the northern
hemisphere the earth is
closest to the sun during
winter.

Earth’s distance from the
sun is not what causes
the seasons (it is the The
Equinox and Solstice) but
it does affect the length
of them. Around perihelion
the earth is moving around
1 kilometre per second
faster than at aphelion
which results in winter
being 5 days shorter than
summer.

Fhe noots of winter

The word winters comes
from the Germanic wintar
which in turn is derived
from the root wed meaning
‘wet’ or water’, and so
signifying a wet season.

In Anglo-Saxon cultures,
years were counted by the
winters, so a person could
be said to be ‘2 winters
old’. The first day of
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Beloved F F’r'c:}rl het ¢

IHSAN

By Dr. Muhammad Hassan Kassam

As Muslims we know that
our faith will be incomplete
without sincere love
towards our beloved Prophet
Muhammad #&. How can
we understand if our love
sincere or not?

Our beloved Prophet &2
told us about the signs of
true love for him. One of
them is to love the Prophet
more than ourselves.

&2 said: “You will not
have complete faith till | am

dearer to you than your own
self.”

Please note what our
Prophet €& emphasized is:
“You will not have complete
faith,” he didn’t say “you
will not be a believer”.

We should know that sincere
love towards our Prophet
¢ is the constituent of
our faith. It is the integral
element without which our
faith will be incomplete.

And what is the main sign of

sincere love for our beloved
Prophet &7

Our Prophet 42+ said: “None
of you will have complete
faith till he loves me more
than his father, his children
and all mankind.”

The second caliph, Hazrat
Umar ibn al-Khattab (RDA)
told the Prophet #&%:

“l love you more than
anything except my own
soul.” The Prophet replied,
“None of you will not have
complete faith till | am
dearer to him than his own
soul.” ‘Umar said, “By the
One who sent down the Book
on you, | love you more than
my own soul.” The Prophet
said, “Umar, now you have
it!” (al-Bukhari)

We should correctly
understand that each one
who said the words of
monotheism (Shahada) are
Muslims. But our faith will
be not completed till we
love our Prophet €& more
than ourselves.

To increase our faith and to
make it deeper and stronger,
we should purify our hearts
and fill them with clear
sincere love for our Prophet
&%=, When we do it, we will
reach the highest level of
lhsan.

Sincere love towards
Prophet & implies yearning
for him, his family and his
companions. It is 1mp0551ble
to love the Prophet &
without loving his fam1ly
members. True Muslims are
those who love Ahl-e- Bayt
and the companions because
our Prophet &2 loved them.

It is impossible to love our
Prophet & and be among
muhsinin, but at the same
time hate the members of
his family or his companions.

Allah’s Messenger <& said:

“Be fearful of Allah about my
companions. Be fearful of
Allah and don’t make them
a point of criticism after me.
As whoever loved them, he
loved them because of me
and whoever hated them
he hated them because of
me. And whoever hurt them
he hurt me, and whoever
hurt me he hurt Allah and
whoever hurt Allah, Allah
would soon grab him.”
(Tirmizi / Ahmad bin Hanbal
/ Bahaqi)

Goodness (ihsan ) means to
be merciful to all creations.
For instance, when you
see a beautiful flower by
the road, do not step on
it; do not harm the natural
environment, express your
good attitude towards all
living beings.

Prophet Muhammad &
also called for not harassing
animals by goading them to
hurt or cause harm to each
other.

Someone took two chicks
from a bird nest making the
bird fly in panic searching
for its chicks. Prophet
Muhammad €& then asked,
“Who has distressed it by
taking its chicks?” Then he
asked the man to return the
chicks.

Some people claim that
they are the followers of
the Prophet €&, and Kkill
Muslims saying that they
are unbelievers. How dare

they raise a hand against
Muslims, claiming that they
are the followers of the way
of the Messenger of Allah
2, whereas our Prophet &
was indignant at someone
disturbing a bird.

This is one of the numerous
occasions of the excellent
relationship and benevolent
(Ihsan) attitude of the
Prophet % towards
animals.

The Prophet <& said:
“Fear Allah with regard to
livestock. Ride them in a
fitting way, feed and drink
them on time”

He once entered the garden
of a man from the Ansar
(Muslims of Madinah) and
there was a camel. When
the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him and
his house) saw the camel it
froze and its eyes started
watering. Then the Prophet
of Allah €& came to it and
rubbed its ears so it calmed
down. Then the Prophet &
said, “Who is the owner of
this camel?

Whose camel is this?”” Ayoung
man from the Ansar told
him,”0 Messenger of Allah,
it belongs to me.” Then
he (peace and blessings be
upon him) told him, “Do you
not fear Allah with regard to
this beast which Allah has
let you own? It complained
to me that you starve it and
tire it by overworking it and
using it beyond its capacity.”

As such good attitude
towards all living beings is
Ihsan and the order of our
Prophets: .

Productive W

GoodDe

Closing eyes and thinking
about all the good deeds
makes one feel enlightened
and jubilant deep inside.
You have provided someone
with a helping hand or
have made someone smile?
Helped someone cross the
road; alleviated someone’s
tension and helped him in
getting their task done?
Gave a donation to a
charity for the betterment
of someone? Did chores and
provide few hours of ease to
your mother?

These are all small yet
generous gestures to make
people smile and to do good
deeds for the sake of Allah
(SWT) to get His mercy in
return. While doing and
thinking of all this, for a
moment a person starts to
think whether these deeds
have any value in front of
Allah (SWT) that too when
a person has committed
sins or is in habit of denying
Allah’s (SWT) orders.

It is a cause to wonder and
worry about. Hence let’s
look into the Quran and the
Hadith and see what Allah
(SWT) says about performing

ays to

Sin

good deeds.
Pure Intentions:

Every deed will be measured
and rewarded according to
the intention of the person .
As stated in Hadith:

“The reward of deeds
depends upon the intentions
and every person will get
the reward according to
what he has intended.”
(Sahih Bukhari)

The entire criterion for the
acceptance is intention.
Doing a deed and doing
deed with good intention
are separate things. If the
intention is that doing this
deed will reward a Muslim
with virtues and help attain
the mercy of Allah (SWT) in
this dunya and afterwards,
than Allah will accept
the deed and will reward
accordingly.

Plead for Forgiveness
Everyday:

In our daily life, we commit

sins willingly or unwillingly
which lead to Allah’s (SWT)
wrath at times. At the end
of the day, the best practice
is to ask for Allah (SWT)
forgiveness and to plead for
refuge from Satan.

Allah (SWT) says in the
Quran

“... And Allah does not guide
the wrongdoing people.”
[Quran 3:86]

Meaning, if a person
commits a sin and sticks
to it, Allah (SWT) will not
forgive him nor will accept
his good deeds.

Most of the times we plan
to do something good like
getting up for the fajr
prayers or doing good to
someone but then forget
to do so, this all too is
recorded in one’s good acts
in accordance to intention.
Allah (SWT) evidently says in
Quran:

“Save those who afterward
repent and do right. Lo!
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Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”
[Quran 3:89]

Make Supplication
from Heart:

Nothing has an impact but
a verse direct from the
core of one’s heart. It was
the custom of our beloved
Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
that he whenever supplicate
he used to ask for the
protection of his heart. In
Quran Allah (SWT) says:

“And know that Allah
intervenes between a man
and his heart and that to
Him you will be gathered.”
[Quran 8:24]

Every Muslim should ask
Allah (SWT) to revert his
heart towards Him, which
will result in abiding all
those act which He has
ordered to abstain from and
keep one’s self away from
because eventually these
things become reason for
the blindness and deafness
of hearts.

Avoid Procrastination:

Avoid delaying any good
deed meaning, if any good
act and thought comes in
your mind then do it at
once. Procrastination is
to Islam as fire to wood
because Islamic narrations
states that whenever there
was anything that leads to
good then Prophet (SAW)
would perform it at his first
convenience.

Do Not Quit Striving:

Always strive for the better
to follow the Sunnah and do
what is deem appropriate in
lieu of Shariah and Quran.

Shield Yourself against
Satan’s Trials:

Seek refuge from the trials
of Satan because Satan is
the worst enemy to distract
a person from his way and
stop him from righteous
path. To beseech refuge
recite Surahs of Quran
like Surah Rahman, Surah
Yaseen, and Surah Naas

Be Thankful to Allah
(SWT):

Be thankful to Allah (SWT) or
what He has embarked upon
us. Thanking Allah (SWT)
is a modest way towards
worshipping the Exalted
Lord as whatever we are
today and we do is because
of His favors.

In short, do haste in
performing good deeds
because life is all about
spreading happiness, do
good, and have good.
This attitude is the actual
essence of Islamic teachings.

Facts, Events & Beliefs

winter was also of symbolic
importance named
Vetrardag and falling
comparatively early in the
year between October 10th
and 16th.

Wet snow vs. duy snow
Ever wondered why
sometimes snow sticks
together and sometimes
is powdery and loose?
The reason for this lies in
the snowflakes journey
as it falls through the
atmosphere.

Snowflakes that fall through
a dry, cool atmosphere will
be small and powdery and
won’t stick together. We
call this dry snow - it’s ideal
for snowflakes, but not for
building a snowman.

The snowflakes that form
wet snow will have fallen
through temperatures
slightly warmer than 0 °C.
As they fall, the snowflakes
melt slightly around the
edges and stick together
to form large, heavy
flakes. This sticks together
easily and is the best for a
snowball fight and making
snow men.

How much water is there
in snow?

The exact amount of water
contained in snow can
vary quite significantly
depending on how the snow
formed, but as a general
average, every 12 cm of
snow would provide 1 cm
of water.

US commission recommends further changes in
Pakistani textbooks

recommendations. The report showed that on these NGOs recommendations, already many
changes have been made in the public school textbooks particularly in Punjab and KPK.

The USCIRF monitors religious freedom violations globally, and makes policy recommendations
to the US president, the secretary of state, and Congress. According to the report, in the social
studies, Pakistan studies, and history curriculums students are taught a version of history that
promotes a national Islamic identity of Pakistan and often describes conflicts with India in

religious terms.

The report objected on emphasis of Islamic faith in national curricula and said, “Emphasis on
Islamic faith despite Pakistan’s religious diversity, throughout the curriculum, Islam is projected
as the paramount feature of Pakistan and the Pakistani identity.” One of the examples quoted
in the report said, “The Islamic religion, culture and social system are different from non-
Muslims; therefore, it is impossible for them to cooperate with Hindus.”

Bait-us-Salam Updates
Distribution of food packages:

Recently BSWT distrusted
food packages to 40 of its
employees, employed in
various departments of the

trust. The food packages
were sufficient for one big
family. Also the trust made
available a wheelchair for

a handicapped woman in
the Yousuf Baloch Goth and
gave 20 copies of Quran to
a Quranic Center in Chitral.

Forward Institute: Starting of
English Language Course and Career
Counselling Workshops

The Forward Institute,
established under the
BSWT umbrella, keeping
in line with its mission of
integrating contemporary
and religious education,
has introduced two courses

on English language. One
course focuses on English
Grammar and the other on
English literature.

A workshop is being
organized on Career

Counselling for the
youth of Karachi on
the 17th of December
and will be conducted
by the businessman
and educationist Dr.
Muhammad Babar.

Islamic Book Shop

in Urdu, Arabic & English Languages

Mear Masjid Bait-us-5alam, Defence Phase-0 Karachi
P 92-21-35313228, 35313229

32-0:, Rahat Lane-1, Defence Phase-\, Karachi
Ph: 92-21-35341805, 35343041
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