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key That's why Allah & won't
give you problems without a
solution.

“it is difficult to be patient, but to
waste the rewards for patience is

worse.”

2
Hazrat Abu Bakr 2%

FL|fn

News & Views

Letter of a Revert
Muslim

Theresa Corbin is a writer living in New Orleans. She is the
founder of Islamwich and a contributor to On Islam and Aquila
Style. A version of this piece first appeared on CNN iReport.

I am a Muslim, but I
wasn’t always. | converted
to Islam in November 2001,
two months after 9/11.

| was 21 and living in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
It was a bad time to
be a Muslim. But after
four years of studying,
poking and prodding at
world religions and their
adherents, | decided to
take the plunge.

I am the product of a
Creole Catholic and an Irish
atheist. | grew up Catholic,
and then was agnostic,
now I’'m Muslim.

My journey to Islam
began when | was about 15
years old in Mass and had
questions about my faith.
The answers from teachers
and clergymen -- don’t
worry your pretty little
head about it -- didn’t
satisfy me.

So | did what any red-
blooded American would
do: the opposite. | worried
about it. For many years.
| questioned the nature
of religion, man and the
universe.

After questioning
everything | was taught
to be true and digging
through rhetoric, history

and dogma, | found out
about this strange thing
called Islam. | learned
that Islam is neither a
culture nor a cult, nor
could it be represented
by one part of the world.
| came to realize Islam
is a world religion that
teaches tolerance, justice
and honor and promotes
patience, modesty and
balance.

to conduct ourselves with
higher purpose.

| was drawn to Islam’s
appeal to intellect and
heartened by the prophet
Mohammed’s quote, “The
acquisition of knowledge
is compulsory for every
Muslim, whether male or
female.”

| was astounded that
science and rationality

As | studied the faith,
| was surprised many of
the tenants resonated
with me. | was pleased
to find that Islam teaches
its adherents to honor all
prophets, from Moses to
Jesus to Mohammed, all
of whom taught mankind
to worship one God and

were embraced by Muslim
thinkers such as Al-
Khawarizmi, who invented
algebra; Ibn Firnas, who
developed the mechanics
of flight before Leonardo
DaVinci; and Abu al-Qasim
al-Zahrawi, who is the
father of modern surgery.

Here was a religion

telling me to seek out
answers and use my
intellect to question the
world around me.

Taking the plunge

It was 2001, and | had
been putting off converting
for a while. | feared what
people would think but
was utterly miserable.
When 9/11 happened, the
actions of the hijackers
horrified me. But in its
aftermath, | spent most of
my time defending Muslims
and their religion to people
who were all too eager to
paint a group of 1.6 billion
people with one brush
because of the actions of
a few.

| was done being held
hostage by the opinions
of others. In defending
Islam, | got over my fear
and decided to join my
brothers and sisters in the
faith | believed in.

My family did not
understand, but it wasn’t
a surprise to them since |
had been studying religion.
Most were very concerned
for my safety. Luckily, most
of my friends were cool
about it, and even curious
to learn more.

(To be continued...)

Low-tech
Parents

We have a strict no-screen-
time-during-the-week rule for

our kids

When asked that your
kids must really love the
IPad in 2010 at its launch,
Steve Jobs replied “They
haven’t used it”. “We limit
how much technology our
kids use at home.”

Yet these tech CEOs seem
to know something the rest
of us don’t.

Chris Anderson, the
former editor of Wired and
now chief executive of 3D
Robotics, a drone-maker,
has instituted time limits
and parental controls on
every device in his home.

“My kids accuse me and
my wife of being fascists
and overly concerned
about tech, and they say
that none of their friends
have the same rules,” he
said of his five children,
6-17. “That’s because we
have seen the dangers of
technology firsthand. I’ve
seen it in myself, | don’t
want to see that happen to
my kids.”

The dangers he is
referring to include
exposure to harmful
content like pornography,
bullying from other kids,
and perhaps worse of all,
becoming addicted to their
devices, just like their
parents.

Alex Constantinople,
the chief executive of the
OutCast Agency, a tech-
focused communications
and marketing firm, said
her youngest son, who is
5, is never allowed to use
gadgets during the week,
and her older children,
10-13, are allowed only 30
minutes a day on school
nights.

Evan Williams, a founder
of Blogger, Twitter and
Medium, and his wife, Sara
Williams, said that in lieu
of iPads, their two young
boys have hundreds of
books (yes, physical ones)
that they can pick up and
read anytime Page 2
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Bait-us-Salam Updates

The Intellect School
Eid Milan

Friday, 22nd of Zilhajj
1435, 18th of October
2014, dawned bright
and beautiful. It was the
perfect morning to party.
So, that is exactly what
The Intellect School did.
The students celebrated
a much awaited Eid Get
together, with extreme
zeal and zest.

There were jumping
castles and rows and
rows of all kinds of stalls
imaginable. From the
traditional henna stall
(for what Eid celebration
is complete without it) to
games and what not. There
was a little something for
everyone. One could pin
the donkey’s tail, show

their skills at bowling and
miniature golf, try your
aim at striking the stack of
cans, or travel the world
in ten seconds or less.
Feeling hot after all the
games? Just grab an ice
lolly, and they were good
to go for another round of
activities.

After exhausting every

gaming option available,
students went back to
their respective classes.
And what classes! It was a
complete transformation.
Balloons, streamers,
confetti, ornaments of
different shapes and sizes
- it was a breathtaking
kaleidoscope of colors!

Then came the food. And
what a plethora of food
it was, MashaAllah! From
pizza and pasta to french
fries and brownies - there
was a little something of
everything.

Later, when the students
were asked how the day
went, their reply was a
heartwarming chorus of
“Amazing”.

Bait-us-Salam Welfare

Trust: Group Sacrifice on
Eid-ul-Adha

Like every year since its
inception, this year too
collective sacrifice was
arranged throughout
Pakistan. Arrangements
were made in every
BSWT Quran Institute
in the country under
the supervision of it’s
head and three selected
persons of the area. The
objective being to ensure

all such households, which
otherwise cannot afford
sacrificial meat, get to
have some.

Sacrificial animals were
bought by the BSWT team
in Karachi and in other
areas personally and all
work was carried out very
efficiently and with pure
dedication.

Muharram, the first month
of the lunar calendar, is
one of the four sacred
months out of twelve.
After Ramadan, fasting in
the month of Muharram is

most

Facts about Ashura -
the 10th of Muharram

Fasting on the 10th
Mubarram i.e. Ashura
was obligatory on the
Muslims before the fasts
of Ramadan were made
obligatory. It is not
obligatory nNow.

Fasting on the 10th of
Muharram expiates the sins
of the previous year. Musa
m and the Bani Israel were
saved from the Pharaoh by
the parting of the sea on
10th Muharram.

Prophet Musa m as a sign
of gratitude to Allah used
to fast on the day of Ashura
and Jews did the same.

rewarding.

Prophet Muhammad g on
hearing the fast of Musa m
also ordered the Muslims
to fast on this day and he
did the same.

Prophet Muhammad g
decided to fast on 9th
Mubharram as well to
differentiate from the
Jews but he passed away
before he could do so.

Misconceptions about
Ashura

o This is the day Prophet
Adam m was created

« This is the day when Allah
accepted the repentance
of Adam m

o This is the day when
Ibrahim m was born.

o This is the day the
Qayamat (doomsday)
will occur (from hadiths
we know that the Day of
Judgment will occur on a
Friday, but does not specify
which  month).

« Whoever baths of Ashura
will never get ill.

e Muharram is an evil or
unlucky month (due to the
battle of Karbala)

o Marriages should not be
held in Muharram.

Historical Facts about
Muharram

» Companion Umar Farooq
h succumbed to his injuries
and attained Martyrdom on
the 1st of Muharram, 23 AH
(After Hijri)

o Grandson of Prophet
Muhammad g Hussain ibn
Ali h along with most of
his family members was
martyred in the desert of
Kerbala in Iraq on the 10th
of Muharram.
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Partnership
with Parents

Excerpt from the Bayaan of

Hazrat Maulana Abdul Sattar » %~

The first Partnership with
Parents Program for the
academic session 2014-15
was recently held at the
Intellect School. Hazrat
Maulana Abdul Sattar —x-
@ was the chief speaker.
Below is an excerpt from
his bayaan:

What every
Parent Desires?

It is every parent’s desire
to have an educated child
with strong character
traits and morals. But, is
there a Criteria to judge,
to evaluate what being
educted is? What defines a
strong character and who
is what we call ‘Tarbiyat
Yafta?’

The criterion has been laid
down by Allah € and his
beloved Prophet g.

Man has been sent on earth
with a mission. He has no
control over his coming
into the world and neither
in leaving it. Therefore

his mission of life has also
been decided/declared by
Allah < in the following
verse of the Holy Quran:

‘I did not create the Jinns
and the Human Beings
except for the purpose
that they should worship
Me.’ (Quran -51:56)

What is the
Meaning of the
word Worship?

It means complete
obedience and submission
to Allah c. It is not just
spending time at the
mosque. The beauty of
worship is that every man
and woman can ‘worship’
Allah < in his/her own
capacity. It is equally
possible for poor, rich, a
king, a commoner, villager,
city dweller, healthy, sick
to worship Allah c.

Purpose of
Education
and Character

building/
Upbringing
(Tarbiyah) for a
Muslim:

It brings the child closer to
his mission.

The education that takes
him/her away from that
mission is in the view of a
Muslim, destruction; the
upbringing that creates
a distance between his
mission is his downfall. On
the other hand education
that brings him/her
closer to the mission is
true education and the
upbringing that draws
him near the mission is
the desired upbringing/
Tarbiyah. A Muslim
therefore never opts for
that way of life which will
take him away from his
purpose.

Hazrat Wahshi h after
accepting Islam was very
guilty on his previous acts;

he had murdered the
beloved uncle of Prophet
g! But Allah < converses
with him through Quranic
verses and comforts him
to not despair; Allah c
forgives those whose seek
forgiveness and those He
wills.

No Compromise
on the Mission

Hazrat Abdullah bin
Huzaifa h was tortured
through different means to
make him forgo his Deen.
Finally he was to be placed
in hot boiling oil when the
tormentors saw tears in his
eyes. They thought that he
had finally relented. But
when asked he said: | have
only one life. | am crying
because | wish that | had
as many lives as the hair
on my body and | could
sacrifice all of them for
the cause of Deen, as this
is how great the mission of
my life is!

A Muslim can sacrifice
everything but not his
mission.

If a child is being brought
up in an environment
which distances him from
this mission - submission
then the Parents are
actually being his enemy,
even if done unknowingly.

A Prophet m is the most
concerned for his children.
The importance of this
mission is evident when
Hazrat Yagoob m on his
death bed calls upon all his
children and grandchildren
to inquire if they will stay
firm on the mission of life
or not. And since they have
been brought up along
these lines, the declared
we will spend our lives as
Muslims.

Who is a
Muslim?

The answer lies in the
response of a child.

Hazrat Ibrahim m saw

the dream of sacrificing his
beloved son, the son for
whom he had invocated
a lot. He question Hazrat
Ismail m that what is your
opinion, my son on this
command? Scholars say that
the reason he questioned
Hazrat Ismail m was not
to take his permission in
this regard rather to test
his upbringing, how has
educated and trained his
child. Hazrat Ismail m
without hesitation replied:
Do, what has been ordered!

When he was lying down
to be sacrificed then again
he said, O father, put me
down on my stomach so
that looking into my eyes
at the last moment your
love for me does not cause
you to delay the fulfilling
of the order of Allah c .

So, a Muslim is one who is
willing to sacrifice his every
desire for the pleasure of
Allah ¢

(To be continued....)

Facts, Events & Beliefs

Authentic Ibadaat

(Worship) of
Muharram

« Fasting in Muharram (any
day)

« Fasting on 10th Muharram
and combining it with the
fast of 8th or 9th Muharram
to distinguish from the
Jews.

One should be generous
on one’s family and

dependents and spend
more on them that what is
normally done.

Our beloved Prophet g
said, “ One who generously
spends on his family on the
day of Ashura, Allah < will
increase( his provisions) for
the whole year .” (Hadith:
Baihaqi)
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When he was in Makkah, Al-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz wrote a letter to his

loyal assistants in Harlem... from his heart:

“Never have | witnessed such sincere hospitality and overwhelming
spirit of true brotherhood as is practiced by people of all colors and

a L

I B

whose skin was the whitest of white. And in the words and in the deeds
of the white Muslims, | felt the same sincerity that | felt among the

black African Muslims of Nigeria, Sudan and Ghana.”

“We were truly all the same (brothers) - because their belief in one God

races here in this ancient Holy Land, the home of Abraham, Muhammad

and all the other Prophets of the Holy Scriptures. For the past week, |
have been utterly speechless and spellbound by the graciousness | see

displayed all around me by people of all colors.

had removed the white from their minds, the white from their behavior,
and the white from their attitude.”

“l could see from this, that perhaps if white Americans could accept
the Oneness of God, then perhaps, too, they could accept in reality the

Oneness of Man - and cease to measure, and hinder, and harm others in
terms of their ‘differences’ in color.”

“l have been blessed to visit the Holy City of Mecca, | have made

my seven circuits around the Ka’ba, led by a young Mutawaf named
Muhammad, | drank water from the well of the Zam Zam. | ran seven
times back and forth between the hills of Mt. Al-Safa and Al Marwah.
I have prayed in the ancient city of Mina, and | have prayed on Mt.

Arafat.”

“With racism plaguing America like an incurable cancer, the so-called
‘Christian’ white American heart should be more receptive to a proven
solution to such a destructive problem. Perhaps it could be in time to
save America from imminent disaster - the same destruction brought

upon Germany by racism that eventually destroyed the Germans

themselves.”

“There were tens of thousands of pilgrims, from all over the world. They

were of all colors, from blue-eyed blondes to black-skinned Africans.
But we were all participating in the same ritual, displaying a spirit of
unity and brotherhood that my experiences in America had led me to
believe never could exist between the white and non-white.”

“America needs to understand Islam, because this is the one religion
that erases from its society the race problem. Throughout my travels
in the Muslim world, | have met, talked to, and even eaten with people
who in America would have been considered white - but the white
attitude was removed from their minds by the religion of Islam. | have
never before seen sincere and true brotherhood practiced by all colors

together, irrespective of their color.”

“You may be shocked by these words coming from me. But on this
pilgrimage, what | have seen, and experienced, has forced me to
rearrange much of my thought-patterns previously held, and to toss
aside some of my previous conclusions. This was not too difficult for
me. Despite my firm convictions, | have always been a man who tries
to face facts, and to accept the reality of life as new experience and
new knowledge unfolds it. | have always kept an open mind, which is
necessary to the flexibility that must go hand in hand with every form

of intelligent search for truth.”

“During the past eleven days here in the Muslim world, | have eaten
from the same plate, drunk from the same glass, and slept on the same
rug - while praying to the same God - with fellow Muslims, whose eyes
were the bluest of blue, whose hair was the blondest of blond, and

“Each hour here in the Holy Land enables me to have greater spiritual
insights into what is happening in America between black and white.
The American Negro never can be blamed for his racial animosities - he
is only reacting to four hundred years of the conscious racism of the
American whites. But as racism leads America up the suicide path, |
do believe, from the experiences that | have had with them, that the
whites of the younger generation, in the colleges and universities, will
see the handwriting on the walls and many of them will turn to the
spiritual path of truth - the only way left to America to ward off the
disaster that racism inevitably must lead to.”

“Never have | been so highly honored. Never have | been made to feel

Sincerely,

Al-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (Malcolm X)

(Source: the AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X with assistance from Alex Haley, the
author of ROOTS)

more humble and unworthy. Who would believe the blessings that have
been heaped upon an American Negro? A few nights ago, a man who
would be called in America a white man, a United Nations diplomat,
an ambassador, a companion of kings, gave me his hotel suite, his bed.
Never would | have even thought of dreaming that | would ever be a
recipient of such honors - honors that in America would be bestowed
upon a King - not a Negro.”

“All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all the Worlds.
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Low-tech Parents

So how do tech moms and dads
determine the proper boundary for their
children? In general, it is set by age.

Children under 10 seem

susceptible to becoming addicted,

so these parents draw the

allowing any gadgets during the week. On
weekends, there are limits of 30 minutes
to two hours on iPad and smartphone use.
And 10- to 14-year-olds are allowed to
use computers on school nights, but only

for homework.

“We have a strict no-screen-time-
during-the-week rule for our kids,” said
Lesley Gold, founder and chief executive
of the SutherlandGold Group, a tech
media relations and analytics company.
“But you have to make allowances as
they get older and need a computer for

school.”

Some parents also forbid teenagers to

to be most

line at not

use social networks, except for services
like Snapchat, which deletes messages
after they have been sent. This way
they don’t have to worry about saying
something online that will haunt them
later in life, one executive told me.

Although some nontech parents | know
give smartphones to children as young as
8, many who work in tech wait until their
child is 14. While these teenagers can
make calls and text, they are not given

a data plan until 16. But there is one rule

| polled.

said.

that is universal among the tech parents

“This is rule No. 1: There are no screens
in the bedroom. Period. Ever,” Anderson

While some tech parents assign limits
based on time, others are much stricter

about what their children are allowed to

do with screens.
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Kindle the fire of knowledge and meet the basic
needs of the deserving and the needy!
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Baitussalam Welfare Trust, Ground Floor 26-C, Sunset Commercial Street
Jgn-'.iilFlh&EE 1I||Ir. D'H- B 'al';'h?, - F'.El_'i'-i:ﬂﬂl'l

Mo. 2. Khayaban-e-
UAN: 021-111 288 111 | Email: info@@baitussalam.pk

WWW.BAITUSSALAM.PK
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