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Your best teacher is
your last mistake.

News & Views

10-Year-Old Autistic Boy

Memorizes Quran

Along with memorizing the Quran, Abu Musa has also learned
to read and write, making a breakthrough for children with

autism.

A ten-year-old Palestinian
boy with autism has
succeeded in studying and
memorizing the entire holy
book of Qur’an, setting
an example for people
suffering from autism
worldwide.

The young boy, Khalid
Abu Musa, memorized
the whole Holy Quran by
listening to the verses being
read to him repeatedly.
The news was announced
by Nedve Abdulal, an
educational expert from
a private school in Gaza
where children with autism
undergo rehabilitation.

Along with memorizing the

Quran, Abu Musa has also
learned to read and write,
making a breakthrough for
children with autism.

He has been able to
communicate with other
children and play games.

Autism, a disorder

characterized by impaired
communication and social
skills, is currently on
the rise both throughout
Palestine and the world
leaving families impacted
by it struggling to meet

the needs of loved ones.

While many individuals
on the spectrum face
challenges in various
facets of their lives, a
large proportion of those
with the disorder possess
a natural aptitude in a
range of subjects including
mathematics, art, music
and general rote memory.

As result, many with ASD
(Autism Spectrum Disorder)
opt to embark in related
fields including technology,
computer programming,
engineering and in careers
where having advanced
memorization skills are
crucial.

Muslim Holidays Added to New
York Public School Calendar

Mayor announced last month that the city’s public
school calendar would now include two Muslim holidays, Eid al-
Adha and Eid al-Fitr, an historic step that he said, “respects the

New York City

diversity of our city.”

The addition of the
holy days, two of the
most sacred in the
Islamic calendar, follows
a campaign promise he
made to public schools in

recognition of the city’s
Muslim population, and
after years long effort
made by the community,
pushing for inclusion.

This step is being viewed
as positive and huge gain
by the Muslim population
of the city especially in
the face of the current
scenarios world over

where Muslims living in
the Western countries are
striving hard for freedom
to practice their basic
religious rights such as
hijaab.

Italy seeks to
block regional
“anti-mosque

law”

Since Islam is the only major
religion not recognized by the
Italian state, the new rules have
been seen as being specifically
targeted at Italy’s one million

plus Muslims.

The Italian government
has moved to block new
building regulations for
Lombardy which would
make it virtually impossible
to build any new mosques
in the northern region,
officials said Friday.

The regulations, which
have become known as the
“anti-mosque” law, were
approved by the right-wing
dominated regional council
at the end of January.

Amid an outcry over what
critics see as a blatantly
discriminatory move, Prime
Minister Matteo Renzi’s
centre-left government has
decided to refer the new

rules to the Constitutional
Court for review.

Under the regulations,
anyone seeking to build
a new place of worship
for a religion not officially
recognized by the state
would be subject to an
extensive list of special
restrictions ranging from
the size of associated
parking facilities to the
outward appearance of the
buildings, as well as having
to clear a string of new
bureaucratic hurdles.

Since Islam is the only major
religion not recognized
by the Italian state, the
new rules have Page?2
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Toronto Muslims Share
Islam with Colleagues

This year, the event was held under the theme
#WithMuslims and #AgainstHate, which was

design

ed to reflect the week’s goal of promoting

awareness of Islamic knowledge and principles.

Offering their colleagues
a first-hand experience on
Islam, the Muslim Students’
Association (MSA) at the
University of Toronto hosed
Islam awareness week,
raising their voice against
hate and anti-Muslim

sentiments.

“During Question Period in
Parliament, Prime Minister
Stephen Harper indirectly
called Islam an ‘anti-
women culture.’ This small
comment speaks about
the unfortunate rise of

Islamophobia that we are

witnessing in Canada,”
Bushra Nassab, a third-year
peace, conflict, and justice
studies student, told The
Varsity.

“We need to show people
that the religion is in fact
a peaceful religion, and
we should not define our
perceptions on Islam based
on what certain groups do
— who most certainly do
not represent Islam,” she
added.

Muslims make around
2.8 percent of pyge2

Bait-us-Salam Updates
Bait-us-Salam Welfare Trust:
Work Continues Despite

Extreme Cold

The dedicated students and
the teachers of the Quranic
Centers of Chitral, strived
hard to continue operating
despite almost 5 feet of
snow on the grounds. Not
wanting to disturb the
routine set and the work
started and missing even a
day of Quranic education,

the teachers and the
students ploughed through
in extreme weather
conditions to strive
ahead in their quest for
knowledge.

The caretaker of one of
the Jamia’s Quranic centre
said that sometimes it

WWW.FAHMEDEEN.ORG

took him almost 10 hours
to travel to and fro from
his designated center and
home.

Where life in general
had come to a halt in the
area blanketed by snhow,
the quest for Quranic
knowledge continued.

Women'’s
Right and
Progress
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Masjid-Al Agsa also known
as the Bait-ul-Maqdis ,
is located in Jerusalem,
Israel. It is no ordinary
mosque and is considered
the third holiest place in
the world after Makkah and
Madina, by the Muslims.
It was facing Masjid-Al
Agsa that Muslims used to
pray first till the verses
asking them to turn
towards Makkah were
revealed. It was also to
this revered place that
our beloved Prophet g
was taken on the night of
Shabb-e-Mairaj and he led
the congregational prayers
of all the prophets.

The above stated facts
are some of the commonly
known ones about this
mosque but there are some
that are not so commonly
known which also make
this site an important part
of the Islamic history.

e Masjid-Al Agsa is the
second house of Allah c
built on earth.

e It is the site where
hundreds of Allah’s c
messengers and Sahabas
h are buried.

o It is referred to as the
‘blessed place’ by Allah
c Himself and has been
referred to in the Quran at
least 70 times, directly or
indirectly.

« It is one of the places
where angels have
descended with Allah’s ¢
message.

* Masjid-Al Agsa is the
only mosque mentioned by

.Msj 1d—Al QSa,_--
(Bait-ul-Maqdis)

name in the Quran apart
from Masjid-e-Haram.
Some more yet lesser
known facts are:

It isn’t just one
mosque

There are multiple
mosques on the site that
we know as Masjid -Al
Agsa. We think of Masjid
Al-Agsa as the building at
the southernmost corner
of the Mosque. In actual
fact, that is the Qibly
mosque, so called because
it is the closest to the
Qibla. The whole mount
is Masjid Al Agsa and is
sometimes referred to the
Haram Al-Sharif to prevent
confusion. But there are
other mosques present on
the site which are usually
connected to historical
incidents e.g. the Buraq
masjid, the Marwani
masjid and more.

The Dome of the
Rock used to look
very different

The Dome of the Rock
- what is likely to be the
first dome ever built in the
history of Islam - was built
by the Umayyad Caliph
Abdul Malik ibn Marwan.
It started life wooden
with a brass, lead or
ceramic cover, but almost
a thousand years later
during the reign of the
Ottoman Caliph Suleiman
the Magnificent, the
distinctive gold layer was
added to the dome along
with the Ottoman tiles to
the facade of the building.
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The West loves celebrating days. There
is a day marked for almost everything
or occasion. Humor day, mother’s day,
Valentine’s Day, Labor Day, children’s day,
etc, etc. One such day recently celebrated
was the women’s day.

The 8th of March saw a flurry of activities;
conferences, fairs, debates, speeches,
talk shows, demonstrations and even
fashion shows, to commemorate this day.
Women’s rights were argued over, talked
over and highlighted. Also brought into
limelight were successful women and
gender issues.

Despite all the fanfare and hullabaloo
every year, women across the globe
continue being victimized in one way or
the other. Women related crimes continue
to grow.

Why?

Why despite all the awareness created,
liberation of women, and women making
breakthroughs in almost all industries and
striding side by side with men, do they
still continue being victims of domestic
violence or rape, or pure discrimination?

Why in some countries are even basic
women’s rights denied? Why most
domestic violence cases are supported
and carried out on women by none other
than women themselves?

The world points outs that women in Islam
are oppressed. The Muslim women too

Women’s Right and
Progress

want liberation. Liberation from what?
Liberation from the men who oogle at you
when you step out in your business suit
for a work meeting? Or the mother-in-law
who expects her daughter-in-law to keep
the house tidy and a plate of warm food
ready for her son despite a long day at
work? What women’s right is the world
fighting for? Right for women to drive or
liberation for women from hijaab?

Have we, as Muslims, ever stopped to
think what ideals of feminism is the world
striving for and are they in entity ideal for
women in Islam too?

Before you get offended and label the
writer of this article as anti-feminist,
please read the above statement again.
To repeat, are all rights being strived
for acceptable for a Momina too in
accordance to Shariah?

Islam liberated women when female
infants were buried alive as a matter of
pride. When women had no share in their
father’s wealth and were treated with
disrespect and as salves in every role of
womenhood.

Islam gave women honor
and respect in every role
she can play.

A man once asked our beloved Prophet g
that how does one know if Allah is pleased

with him? Our Prophet g replied that
when Allah c is pleased He sends rain.

When He is very happy with a person, He
sends guests at his home, and when Allah
C is extremely pleased with a person, He
blesses him with a daughter. Subhan’Allah!

In Islam, a woman as a daughter is Rehmat
for her parents, a pious wife is a source of
comfort and blessings for her believing
husband. As a mother, Jannah lies at her
feet and as a sister she is a brother’s pride
and honor. Islam has made every woman
a Queen of her domain.

A convenient and exceedingly incorrect
interpretation of the term progress
and modernism fashioned by the non-
believers, has the women of Islam
competing with men in every field of life.

At the same time backwards and deep
rooted traditions are subjecting women’s
rights, granted by Islam to be grossly
masked and over looked.

But when it comes to debating over
women’s rights, the biggest issue of all
that is overlooked is not that rights are
being denied. It is that is many cases, it is
the women themselves that are a source
of misery and grief to their kins. Again, to
emphasize, it is being said in many, cases,
not in most cases.

A research conducted in Belgium showed
that many Muslim women also viewed veil
as a backward and restraining garment
and hence agreed with the anti veil law.

A study also shows that a plain woman

is more likely to be favored by another
woman rather than a good looking one as
one feels threatened by the other.

Research shows, women bosses are
less likely to understand maternal and
domestic issues than a male boss.

Women are more likely to abuse their
hired help than man.

Gossip and malice spread by women
about other women is more harmful and
damaging to relationships than any other
factor.

Our Prophet g hence also cautioned
women to use their tongues wisely.

The problem overall, lies with
misunderstanding and misrepresentation.

Islam is a complete religion. A perfect
religion that stands true for all times.
Even today, in the so called modern times,
humanity itself has moved back many
years, because we are trying to mould
Islam according to our needs of today,
rather than shaping our lives according to
Islam and not the Western values.

Role of a woman is viewed through the
eyes of the progressive western world or
through the hazy and jaundiced cultural
influence by both genders.

What the Quran and the Hadith has to say,
has been sidelined or termed as oppressive
while women remain marginalized as a
result.

Who's the Fool?

As April draws near, non
believers around the globe
celebrate a holiday on the
first of the month known
as April Fool’s Day. The
traditional practice of this
day is to play some sort of
practical joke on someone
and make him the “April
Fool”.

Pranks performed on this
day range from the simple,
(such as saying, “your
shoes are untied!”) to the
elaborate. Whatever the
prank, the trickster usually
ends it by yelling to his
victim, “April fool!”

The history of April Fool’s
Day is not totally clear.
No exact date can be
found pinpointing the
first official celebration
of the holiday. There are,
however, many narrations
regarding the reason the
tradition is practiced. One
narration states that it is a
day the Spanish celebrate
in remembrance of the
day that they defeated

the Muslims and swept
them from power in lower
Spain. The Christian army
invaded lower Spain and
conquered the Muslims on
the first of April and began
celebrating April Fool’s Day
ever since.

This is just one

view as to why this
day is celebrated
but its authenticity
is not proven.

The most authentic reports
according to Christian
historical books such as
Encyclopedia Britannica as
well as many others trace
the roots of the holiday
back to 16th century
France. Prior to the year
1582, the New Year was
celebrated for eight days,
starting with the 25th of
March. The celebration
culminated on April 1st.
With the reform of the
Christian calendar under
King Charles IX, through the
influence of Pope Gregory,
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the Gregorian calendar was
introduced, and New Years
Day was moved to the first
of January. However, due
to lack of communications
in those days, many people
did not receive the news
for several years. Others,
the most obstinate crowd,
refused to accept the new
calendar and continued to
celebrate the New Year on
April 1. These backward
people were classified
as “fool” by the general
public and were often
subject to some ridicule.
Hence, the tradition of
April Fool’s Day began.

One of the most famous
incidents that happened
in Europe on April 1st
was when the English
newspaper, The Evening
Star, announced in March
1746 CE that on the
following day - April 1st -
there would be a parade
of donkeys in Islington, in
England. The people rushed
to see these animals and
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there was a huge crowd.
They continued waiting
and when they got tired of
waiting, they asked about
when the parade would
be held. They did not find
anything, and then they
finally realized that they
had come to make an
exhibition of themselves,
as if they were the
donkeys!

Regardless of the history
of April Fool’s Day or not,
there still isn’t any sort
of a reason for a Muslim
to practice such a foolish
tradition.

This practice certainly
never existed in the
bright eras of Islam during
which the Muslims highly
cherished the rulings of
Islam and adhered to them
as closely as they could.
This event was certainly
not initiated by the
Muslims.

In fact Islam frowns upon
lying even as a jest. Hazrat

Abu Umamah Al-Bahili h
reported: Messenger of
Allah ¢ said,

“l guarantee a house in
Jannah for one who gives up
arguing, even if he is right;
and | guarantee a home in
the middle of Jannah for
one who abandons lying
even for the sake of fun;
and | guarantee a house in
the highest part of Jannah
for one who has good
manners.”’

(Abu Dawud).

As Muslims it is our job
to avoid imitating the
nonbelievers in all aspects
of life and this includes
celebration of their
holidays. No matter how
hard you try to please
them you will always fail
unless you become one of
them. And to become one
of them is to earn Allah’s c
wrath. And to earn Allah’s
¢ wrath is to condemn
oneself. Allah c says in the
Quran,

“The Jews will never be
pleased with you, nor will
the Christians, unless you
follow their faith. Say:
“Guidance of Allah is,
indeed, the guidance.”

Italy seeks to block regional
“anti-mosque law”

beenseen as being specifically targeted at Italy’s one

million plus Muslims.

Critics say the legislation breaches Italy’s constitution
on several grounds and is bound to be overturned by the

Constitutional Court.

Issues judges will consider are expected to include whether
the new measures breach guarantees of religious freedom,
whether the region has exceeded its power by redrawing
the relationship between state and religion, and whether
the new law leaves too much to the discretion of local

mayors.

It also stipulates that the dimensions and architectural
proportions of any new place of worship should be in
keeping with Lombardy’s landscape -- a requirement
that appears custom-written to block any plans involving

minarets.

The Renzi government’s decision to block Lombardy’s plans
prompted a scathing response from Matteo Salvini, the
overtly anti-Islam leader of the far-right Northern League.

Purpose-built mosques are rare in Italy, although Rome is
home to the largest one in Europe.

Generally, most Muslims living or visiting Italy pray in
adapted buildings rented from local authorities or private

landlords.

Toronto Muslims Share

Islam with Colleagu

32.8 million population, and Islam is the

Canada’s

€s

number one non-Christian faith in the country.

Arecent report from the Washington-based Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life said that Muslims are expected to
make up 6.6% of Canada’s total population in 2030.

Were you to follow their
desires despite the
knowledge that has come
to you, there shall be no
friend for you against
Allah, nor a helper.”
(Quran- 2:120)

Dear readers! Know that
Islam is the only religion,
whichis free fromfaultsand
innovations. Such an easy
religion to follow is Islam.
In this age of innumerous
trials and tribulations,
we must try our hardest
to stay steadfast on the
straight path shown to us
by our Beloved Prophet
g, which is the only path
with guaranteed success
from Allah c. In the long
run, he will be successful
who avoids such useless
practices that are nothing
more than a waste of time.
May Allah keep us pure
from such deceptions and
avoid making us the “April
Fool”. Ameen.

Rozah-tus-Salam, which
inaugurated last year, is
Allhamdulillah getting
great reviews from the
parents of the students
attending there and has
already managed to carve
a niche for itself in the
society where there is
great need and demand for
preschools that are based
on the Islamic values and
ethics.

Rozah-tus-Salam follows
a Sunnah based Tarbiyah
system and is providing
modern and Islamic
education in an Arabic
spoken environment.

Bait-us-Salam Updates
Rozah-Tus-Salam:
Admissions Open

Admissions for the
academic session beginning
in August 2015 recently
opened in March and will
remain open till 18th April,
2015.

Age group for Rozah Alif
(Nursery) is 2.6-3.6 years
as of August, 2015.

The crisp late winter
morning of March saw
a flutter of activity in
the Girl’s section of the
Intellect School where the
final of the English & Urdu
declamation contest was
being held.

Students of classes 4-9

The Intellect School:
Middle & Senior
School Bilingual
Declamation Contest

participated and the
speeches made in both
English and Urdu were not
only well written but well
delivered.

The interesting topics
made a good hearing for
the audience students,
teachers and the judges.

The judges were very
impressed by the
confidence and the
deliverance of the
speeches by the girls and
lauded the effort put in by
the teachers in arranging
the event.

The students of the
Intellect School also
participated in various
inter-school competitions
in the month of March
and performed very well.
MashaAllah!

The Intellect stood 1st
in the Math Quiz held at
the Reflections schools
between the leading
schools of Karachi.

The Intellect (girls section)
stood 3rd in the Qirat

Participation in
Inter-School Events:

competition and boy’s
section participant stood
2nd in the Hifz competition
held between leading
schools and madaris of

Karachi.
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