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News & Views

Sales of Books on Islam
Rocket After France Attacks

Sales of books on Islam were three times higher in the first
quarter of 2015 than this time last year, according to the French
National Union of Bookshops.

Books on Islam are selling
out in France after
deadly extremist attacks
in the capital raised
uncomfortable questions
about Europe’s fastest-
growing religion.

A special magazine
supplement focused on
the Quran has flown off
the shelves, and shops are
selling more books on Islam
than ever after the Paris
attacks in January that left
17 dead.

“The French are asking
more and more questions,
and they feel less satisfied
than ever by the answers
they’re getting from the
media,” said the director

of Philosophie magazine,
which published the
supplement.

Sales of books on Islam
were three times higher
in the first quarter of
2015 than this time last
year, according to the
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French National Union of
Bookshops.

The owner of a chain
of bookshops that
specializes in religion,
said people want a better
understanding of the
religion so that they can

Le Corarn

make up their own minds.

The militant attacks
against the Charlie Hebdo
satirical magazine and a
Jewish supermarket have
left many non-Muslims
looking for answers.

French academics too are
becoming more curious,
with a chair in the study of
the Quran inaugurated on
Thursday at the prestigious
College de France in Paris.

Part of the interest in
France appears to stem
from the fact that many of
the extremists committing
horrific abuses in Islam’s
name in Syria and Iraq are
of Western origin.

Bait-us-Salam Updates

Jamia Bait-us-Salam Talagang:

Spreading the Noor of Quran

Jamia Bait-us-Salam
Talagang is a place cloaked
in beauty in peace.
Located in the beautiful
city of Talagang, the Jamia
has facilities for both male
and female students who
come from the surrounding
areas to be blessed with
the knowledge of Quran.

Following discipline and

decorum, the young
students there get some
recreational time too
everyday of which three
students decided to put to
good use.

While there fellow
students engage in
physical sports during
their recreational break,
these three students have

taken it upon themselves
to enlighten the shepherd
children of the surrounding
hills with the knowledge of
Quran.

They hold classes for these
children on the lush green
carpet of grass under
the clear blue skies with
dedication and love.

Students

May Allah < accept their
efforts! Ameen.

German

High Court
Overturns
Headscarf Ban

for Teachers

“A blanket ban on religious
expression in public schools based
upon the outward appearance of
educators is not compatible with
their religious freedoms,” the
court said in a statement.

Germany’s highest court
struck down a state law
banning teachers from
wearing headscarves as
unconstitutional, saying
it violates the right to
religious freedom.

The Federal Constitutional
Court’s ruling came in the
case of two female Muslim
teachers from the state of
North Rhine-Westphalia,
but will also apply to the
several other German states
that have headscarf bans. It
came after more than 12
years of legal battles, and

the issue already made it to
the high court in Karlsruhe
in 2003, when judges ruled
that headscarves were
allowed unless banned by
specific laws.

That prompted several
states to pass those laws.

“A blanket ban on religious
expression in public schools
based upon the outward
appearance of educators is
not compatible with their
religious freedoms,” the
court said in a statement.

The North Rhine-Westphalia
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The Intellect School:

Plantation Drive

Trees are the most
important part of our lives
as they provide us with
two of our life’s essentials,
food and oxygen. As we
evolved they provided
additional necessities
such as shelter, medicine
and tools, to make our
life easier. Planting trees
is also the biggest tool
for combating day by day
increase of pollution.

Teachers and students
of The Intellect
School participated
enthusiastically in the
“Plantation Drive “to
inculcate the love for
plants in young minds.

In this regard children
performed a skit and wrote
poems on “Plants” and
“Environment” along with
an art competition.

A Bake sale was held at
The Intellect School Senior
Section. It was organized
by grade 8 & 9.The amount
collected was donated to
the Baitusalam Welfare
Trust. The objective was to
instill the concept of charity
in our students for their
needy brethren & to develop
organizational skills. It was
a lovely event, students
displayed discipline &
patience Masha’Allah. All the
food items were presented
in an attractive manner.
It’s worth mentioning that
everything was sold only
in the 20 min break, thus
teaching the students how
to manage time.

Annual Qirat Competition

2014-15:

Allah says in Quran:
And recite the Quran with
measured recitation.”
[Quran 73:4]

Listening to the Quran
being recited correctly
is enough to soften even
the hardest of hearts.
Muslims find it a deeply
moving experience, even
if they do not understand
what is being said. Every

€«

Muslim has to recite [
Quran in prayers, but |

many of us do not realize

that reciting the Quran
correctly while observing
the rules of recitation is
not an advanced science

WWW.FAHMEDEEN.ORG

for expert reciters alone,
rather it is an obligation
upon each and every one of
us whenever we recite the
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Jamia Bait-ul-Islam,
An Oasis in the Desert
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FACTS, EVENTS & BELIEFS
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Masjid-e-Quba is the first
mosque of Islam. Located in
the outlying area of the city
of Madina, it holds great
reverence for the Muslims
around the world.

In the Quran Allah < says
that the foundation of this
mosque is laid on ‘Tagwa’
(Sincerity).

On arriving in the village of
Quba after the blessed Hijra
(migration), the Prophet
g stayed for several days
in the house of Hazrat
Kulthoom bin Hadm h
and laid the foundations
of Masjid Quba on his
land. Prior to the migration
of the Prophet g the
Muslims sometimes offered
their Friday prayers at the
house of Hazrat Sa’ad ibn
Khaithamah h which was
close by.

e Its first stones were
positioned by our beloved
Prophet g and the
mosque was completed by
his companions.

e QOur beloved Prophet
g personally carried
stones, rocks and sand
with companions for the
construction of the mosque.

e Our beloved Prophet g
said:

“He who purifies himself
at his home and comes to
Masjid Quba and offers
two rakats therein, will
be rewarded the reward
of an Umrah (lesser
pilgrimage).” (Sunan ibn
Majah)

e Hazrat Muhammad 9

led the first group prayer
from Quba Mosque when

X
e-Quba
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Al-Agsa Mosque in Al-Quds
(Jerusalem) was the Qibla
at the time.

When the great architect
Abdel-Wahed El-Wakil was
commissioned, in the 20th
century, to conceive a
larger mosque, he intended
to incorporate the old
structure into his design.
But the old mosque was
torn down and replaced
with a new one.2

The new mosque consists
of a rectangular prayer
hall raised on a second
story platform. The prayer
hall connects to a cluster
containing:

e residential areas
o offices
ablution facilities

shops

a library

Six additional entrances are
dispersed on the northern,
eastern and western
facades. Four minarets
mark the corners of the
prayer hall. The minarets
rest on square bases, have
octagonal shafts which take
on a circular shape as they
reach the top.

The prayer hall is arranged
around a central courtyard,
characterized by six large
domes resting on clustered
columns

The women’s prayer area,
which is surrounded by
a screen, is divided into
two parts as a passageway
connects the northern
entrance with the
courtyard.
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Main Feature

Jamia Bait-ul-Islam,

An 0asis in the Desert

By G.M.Suriya

During my first visit to the Jamia,
| happened to meet four students
of English Language Programme,
Level 3 after Maghrib salah. |

sat with them. | thought they
would feel shy. Instead, they
became friendlier, wearing smile
on their faces. They, however,
maintained decorum throughout
the meeting. Their ages were
between 9 to 12 and they were
hailing from average families as
was apparent from their faces.
I had previously heard that
students of lower classes of this
madrasah speak good English and
that too, fluently. I, therefore,
took this opportunity to verify
this claim. | gave them some
Urdu sentences to translate into
English and | had particularly
chosen those sentences where
students usually err. To my
astonishment, they all translated
correctly. It appeared that all of
them had a good command over
English grammar, confusing me
enough to ask “What more” and
in a bid to test them further, | just
asked each of them to give me
their plans if they were sent to
England for the spread of Islam,
making conditional that none of
them would say the same. Each
one of them should have his
own plan. | was expecting that
they would find it a hard nut
to crack as is common with the
boys of this age bracket. After
five minutes or so, they stood,
one by one, spoke confidently
and unhesitatingly. Nowhere
had | noticed any grammatical
mistake.

The first boy said,“l shall do

the business there.Through
my actions and  business
dealings, | shall let the

whole U.K. know of Islam.”
No sooner he had finished,
stories of Sahabah, who were
businessmen and traders,
flashed in my mind. Islam
had already spread in China
through Arab trade caravans
on the borders prior to official
steps taken in this regard. The
same is true for most of the
African countries. The spread of
Islam in Indonesia owe to four
Sahabah Kiraam who established
business there and achieved
a nationwide fame because
of their honest dealings and
decent manners. The outcome
was that the whole of Indonesia
entered the fold of Islam.
The other student said, “I shall
live among non-Muslims and
practice Islam thoroughly. | hope
they would come closer to me

gradually and consequently,
towardslIslam. Itwouldbe hard for
them to resist following Islam.”
It reminded me a saying of
Maulana Abul Hasan Ali, which |
read somewhere in a book. “Be a
role model of Islam in the eyes
of the people. Whether you
are a small shopkeeper or a
big entrepreneur, an employer
or employee or a person of
average means, prove to them
through your good manners
that you are a resident of some
other world. Your concern is not
to earn or amass wealth. Your
priorities are quite different
from them. If you remain firm
in this under all circumstances,
Islam will automatically
spread, Insha’Allah. People
will become Muslims. Your
piety and sincerity would
inspire them to do so.”
The third one said, “I cannot say
anything at this moment. When
| get there, | shall study the

Islamic environment and then
decide a proper action plan.
The fourth one said, “I shall
live among Muslims and discuss
this matter with them to get
them involved in this mission.”

Both of these answers are similar
to what Jamaat Tableegh does.
Those, who have moved with
them, are aware that when they
step in a locality, they at first
meet its residents especially
those who have earlier spent
some time in this work and then
they jointly discuss, decide
and then agree upon steps to
enhance the work upward from
the present level in that area.

Although their answers were
precise but what they had said
reflected a matured attitude.
| also met one of the teachers
of Madrasah Binnori Town who
happened to visit Jamia Bait-
us-Salaam a week later. He too
was also taken aback to see their
strong Arabic, not so frequently
found in other Madaris in general
and those Madaris, using Arabic
as a medium of education.

The whole atmosphere of the

madrasah looked spiritual and
inspiring. It really fascinates
visitors, captivatetheirheartsand
freshen their souls. There were
also some outside visitors and |
overheard one of them saying,
“l must come here for a month.”
The students get up before
Fajr salah and sleep after Isha,
presently being held at 9.30 pm
whereas the usual timings in
other Masajid are 8.00 pm. They
compulsorily recite three parts
of the Noble Qur’an and after
each salah, they sit peacefully
and start reciting the Noble
Qur’an, and the buzzing sound of
their alluring reading, echoing in
the spacious hall of the masjid is
worth seeing and would remain
alive in minds for a long time.
Besides proper recital, their
teachers also strive to achieve
melody in their voices, which
they also practice during spare
hours. The scene after Maghrib
salah is more stimulating when

the students sit in groups after
the recitation of Noble Qur’an to
do revision of the day’s work and
mutual discussion. The number
of students in a classroom is
between 15 to 20, deliberately
reduced to pay individual
attention on each student for
making them ambassadors of
Islam. As far as | remember, this
madrasah had initially started
with about eighty (80) students
but a mere glance in the masjid
reveals that their strength is not
less than five hundred (500).

I have had the opportunity
to interact with some of the
teachers. Their faces were
glittering with the mission they
have and for which they had
chosen to live in a far-off desert,
55 Km from Karachi. The real
pleasure one gets by forsaking

comforts, relatives and social
gatherings, was evident on
their faces. | was particularly

impressed by a teacher, teaching
English there, a graduate from
LUMS, bid farewell to the
luxuries of the world and now
painstakingly teaching these

prospective Ulama. Islam has
spread through sacrifices. The
history of Islam is replete with
such examples. The sacrifices,
which Ulama and their students
are making in this regard, would
not go waste. They are helping
to keep Islam and identity of
Muslims alive.

No admission fee, No tuition fee,
No transport fee, Free lodging and
boarding, Free Medical, Parent
like care and sports facilities.
The objective of this madrasah is
to produce Ulama, having sound
religious and contemporary
education, who can become
a source of guidance for the
entire mankind by following
the footsteps of Rasoolullah
(SallalLahu alaihi wassallum) as
well as torchbearers of peace,
prosperity and success. Here,
efforts are made to ensure that
the student not only qualifies
the ‘Alim degree (Bachelor

of Theology) but at the same
time, qualifies his post graduate

education. Is it not killing two
birds with one stone? They get
both the Duniya and the life
Hereafter.

Admissions in a good school
are difficult these days. There
is always a big rush of parents,
seeking admission but only a
few of them get the chance.
They were more difficult about
40 years back when few schools
existed. | still remember when |
had gone to see my sister at her
house. She was discussing with
her husband about the admission
of the baby not born as yet. She
was only a pregnant lady at that
time, quite unaware of the fact
whether it would be a girl or a
boy. They were planning at last
six years in advance to develop
a rapport with all those schools
through  monthly donations.
“Do you get satisfactory results?
What are vyour strengths for
the position you have applied
for”, asked the interviewer to
a candidate who had qualified
his PH.D with a distinction from

a well-recognized University of
Islamabad. He was quite unable
to answer due to his poor English
and was so ashamed and upset
that his legs started shivering
and body perspiring. The real
fact was that the University
had introduced a system of
examinations by giving them
home-assignments. The students
did them with the help of
textbooks and Internet facilities.
There was no reason why they
should not get good scores.

Getting degrees is not difficult
through these means but they
fail to give them good jobs.
They lack confidence, necessary
knowhow and skills, urge to work
hard and many other qualities
which students acquire through
methodical process of learning.
Sadly, these schools do not pay
due attention towards religious
education and so for the religious
education and grooming, it
is left to them to discover.
Hence, Children often go astray.
Consequently, they are failure in
this world and the Life Hereafter.
While returning back, | saw
one of the teachers, coming
towards me with a boy aging
around 8 years, holding his hand
affectionately. It immediately
appeared to me that it was his
son. So | asked him about the boy.
He replied that he was a student
of this madrasah. His innocence
and loving face drew sympathy in
my heart. | asked him, “Do you
miss your parents?” Yes, “l do”,
he said. “Are you happy here and
don’t you want to go home and
enjoy?” | asked him. He smiled
shyly and said, “No, | am here
to please Allah c.” This was a
great lesson to me from such a
small kid with this type of firm
stand. Of course, many of us have
forgotten that we are here in this
world to please Allah © and no
one else. This is the only test we
have to pass if we want success
in this world and the Hereafter.
May Allah open our eyes! Amen.

Let the readers visit this
madrasah and have their own
impression. It would help dispel
their misgivings and suspicions
about Madaris and their pupils
currently in the air. | bet your
visit would reward you amply
and you would come with a new
vision, newspiritandanewgoal.

Bait-us-Salam Updates

Markaz-e-Fahmedeen

Lahore: Workshop
for Mothers and Teen

Daughters

Markaz-e-Fahmedeen
Lahore has been holding
diverse workshops since
its formation catering to
everyday issues and their
correction in accordance
to Islam. One such event
was the recently held

workshops targeting
mothers and their
daughter.

Two sessions were held,
from which the first one was
for mothers and daughter
and the second one for
mothers only addressing
various parenting issues.

In the first session the
concerning and protective
nature of parents was
discussed versus the
shoving off attitude of the
adolescent children and its
impact.

In the second session an
insight was taken into
how over protectiveness

and anxiety caused by
parents actually has a
negative impact on their
young but developing
teenage children leading
to restlessness and bad
company.

All was discussed in the
light of Quran and Hadith
with the ultimate objective
being to bring issues out
in the open and discuss
them candidly to develop
better understanding and
closeness between parents
and their teenage children.
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German High Court Overturns
Headscarf Ban for Teachers

state law banned headscarves on grounds they could call
into question a teacher’s neutrality and cause classroom
disruptions. But the court ruled a school would need to
show “not only an abstract but a sufficiently specific risk”

to justify a ban.

The court also said a clause excepting “Christian and
Western educational and cultural values or traditions”
from the state’s ban violated the constitution’s protection
against discrimination on religious grounds.

Following the ruling, the state said it would re-examine its
law and make the necessary changes.

Annual Qirat Competition

15-2014:

Quran. Keeping this obligation in mind, a lot of emphasis
is given to Tajweed at the Intellect School.

The Annual Qirat Competition for the session 2014-
15 was Alhumdulillah successfully held at the Intellect
School on 27th and 28th March, for the Junior and Senior
Section respectively. This program is conducted annually
in order to encourage students to excel in their Tajweed
and to instill the love of Kalamullah in them.

The Event was MashaAllah well organized, Judges were
invited from renowned Madaris, and students were
presented with shields and certificates. It was a delightful
experience to be a part of this spiritual event where
the beautiful sound of verses of holy Quran echoed all
around. No doubt a very soothing & peaceful aura it had.
Bravo to all the participants & teachers!
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A man once came to
Al-Hasan al-Basri and
complained to him:” the
sky does not shower us with
rain. He replied; “Seek
Allah’s < forgiveness (i.e.

say Istighfar).

Then another person came to
him and said, ‘I complain of
poverty.” He replied: “Seek
Allah’s < forgiveness.”

The people

who

were

There are two things in the
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Then another person came
to him and complained, “My
wife is barren; she cannot
bear children. “ He replied:
“Seek Allah’s forgiveness.”

present, said to al-Hasan:”
every time a person came
to you complaining, you
instructed them to seek
Allah’s  forgiveness”

Al-Hasan al-Basri said, “Have
you not read the statement
of Allah c? Allah € says:

“So | said, Pray to your
Lord for your forgiveness, -
Indeed He is Very- Forgiving,
- and He will cause the
heavens to rain upon you in
abundance  and will help

you with riches and sons,
and will cause gardens to
grow for you, and cause
rivers to flow for you.”
(Quran-7:10-2)
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1.Which Preghet addresasd Nanred? ACROSS

(Hazras g

2 'Wiea! was the real name o our Beloved

Prog@els (SAN) wcle by Mukailh?
A Inwhigh Hirah was tha Oibkah
changed for the beleeers?

Note: Answers will be published in

the June’15 issue of TIB

Againsty

4. The: Eattie of Talek was ught mainy

earth that give a person
safety and security from
the punishment of Allah c.
The first has been removed,
whilst the second still
remains. As for the first, it
was the Messenger of Allah
g

“Allah would not punish
them while you were among
them.” (Quran-8:33)

As for the second, it is
istighfar. As is said in the
Holy Quran:

“Allah would not punish
them as long as they sought
forgiveness.” (Quran-8:33)

Hence, do not ever leave
istighfar!

Did you ever wish to seek true knowledge
to a peaceful life of Islam?

Discover the exciting treasures of wisdom through
Fahmedeen Publications delivered right to your doorsteps.
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Down: 1-Bagarah; 2-West; 3-Yuunaan; 4- Khamr
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